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economic growth. We owe that in the developed
world to ourselves and, equally, to those in the
developing nations. Many of the technologies
that will help us to meet the new air quality
standards can also help us to address climate
change. This is a challenge we must undertake
immediately and one in which I personally plan
to play a critical role.

In the United States, in order to do our part,
we have to first convince the American people
and the Congress that the climate change prob-
lem is real and imminent. I will convene a
White House Conference on Climate Change
later this year to lay the scientific facts before
our people, to understand that we must act,
and to lay the economic facts there so that they
understand the benefits and the costs. With the
best ideas and strategies and new technologies
and increased productivity and energy efficiency,
we can turn the challenge to our advantage.

We will work with our people, and we will
bring to the Kyoto Conference a strong Amer-
ican commitment to realistic and binding limits
that will significantly reduce our emissions of
greenhouse gases.

I want to mention three other initiatives brief-
ly that we are taking to deal with climate change
and to advance sustainable development here
and beyond our borders.

First, to help developing nations reduce
greenhouse gas emissions, the United States will
provide $1 billion in assistance over the next
5 years to support energy efficiency, develop
alternative energy sources, and improve resource
management to promote growth that does not
have an adverse effect on the climate.

Second, we will do more to encourage private
investment to meet environmental standards.

The Overseas Private Investment Corporation
will now require that its projects adhere to new
and strengthened environmental guidelines, just
as our Export-Import Bank already does and
as I hope our allies and friends soon will. Com-
mon guidelines for responsible investment clear-
ly would lead to more sustainable growth in
developing nations.

Third, we must increase our use of new tech-
nologies, even as we move to develop more new
technologies. Already, we are working with our
auto industry to produce cars by early in the
next century that are 3 times as fuel-efficient
as today’s vehicles. Now we will work with busi-
nesses and communities to use the Sun’s energy
to reduce our reliance on fossil fuels by install-
ing solar panels on one million more roofs
around our Nation by 2010. Capturing the Sun’s
warmth can help us to turn down the Earth’s
temperature.

Distinguished leaders, in all of our cultures
we have been taught from time immemorial
that, as Scripture says, ‘‘One generation passes
away and another comes, but the Earth abides
forever.’’ We must strengthen our stewardship
of the environment to make that true and to
ensure that when this generation passes, the
young man who just spoke before me and all
of those of his generation will inherit a rich
and abundant Earth.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:30 p.m. in the
United Nations General Assembly. In his remarks,
he referred to General Assembly President Razali
Ismail and U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan.

Statement on the Supreme Court Decision on the Line Item Veto
June 26, 1997

I am very pleased with today’s Supreme Court
decision that turned back the challenge to the
line item veto. This decision clears the way for
the President to use this valuable tool for elimi-
nating waste in the Federal budget and for en-
livening the public debate over how to make
the best use of public funds.

The line item veto enables Presidents to en-
sure that the Federal Government is spending
public resources as wisely as possible. It permits
the President to cancel discretionary spending,
new entitlement authority, and certain types of
tax provisions that benefit special interests at
the expense of the public interest.



829

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / June 26

The line item veto is also a practical and
principled means of serving the constitutional
balance of powers. This new authority brings
us closer to the Founders’ view of an effective
executive role in the legislative process. With
it, the President will be able to prevent Con-
gress from enacting special interest provisions
under the cloak of a 500- or 1,000-page bill.
Special interest provisions that do not serve the
national interest will no longer escape proper
scrutiny.

I was pleased to work with Congress to secure
an historic agreement to balance the budget.
The line item veto will help to keep the budget
in balance and provide us with added discipline
by ensuring that, as tight budgets increasingly
squeeze our resources, we put our public funds
to the best possible uses.

I intend to use it whenever appropriate, and
I look forward to using it wisely.

Statement on the Supreme Court Decision on the Communications
Decency Act of 1996
June 26, 1997

Today the Supreme Court ruled that portions
of the Communications Decency Act addressing
indecency are not constitutional. We will study
its opinion closely.

The administration remains firmly committed
to the provisions—both in the CDA and else-
where in the criminal code—that prohibit the
transmission of obscenity over the Internet and
via other media. Similarly, we remain committed
to vigorous enforcement of Federal prohibitions
against transmission of child pornography over
the Internet and another prohibition that makes
criminal the use of the Internet by pedophiles
to entice children to engage in sexual activity.

The Internet is an incredibly powerful me-
dium for freedom of speech and freedom of
expression that should be protected. It is the
biggest change in human communications since
the printing press and is being used to educate
our children, promote electronic commerce,
provide valuable health care information, and
allow citizens to keep in touch with their Gov-
ernment. But there is material on the Internet

that is clearly inappropriate for children. As a
parent, I understand the concerns that parents
have about their children accessing inappropri-
ate material.

If we are to make the Internet a powerful
resource for learning, we must give parents and
teachers the tools they need to make the Inter-
net safe for children.

Therefore, in the coming days, I will convene
industry leaders and groups representing teach-
ers, parents, and librarians. We can and must
develop a solution for the Internet that is as
powerful for the computer as the V-chip will
be for the television and that protects children
in ways that are consistent with America’s free
speech values. With the right technology and
rating systems, we can help ensure that our chil-
dren don’t end up in the red light districts of
cyberspace.

NOTE: The Communications Decency Act of 1996
is title V of Public Law 104–104.

Statement on the Supreme Court Decision on Physician-Assisted Suicide
June 26, 1997

I am very pleased with today’s Supreme Court
decision which accepted my administration’s po-
sition that States may ban physician-assisted sui-
cide. The decision is a victory for all Ameri-

cans—it prevents us from going down a very
dangerous and troubling path on this difficult
and often agonizing issue.
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