
807

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / June 23

expect—this won’t concern a lot of you, but
for people like Dr. Lawrence and me, it’s a
big headache—we’ve got to make sure that this
money actually goes to uninsured children. We
cannot simply see the money replacing money
that already goes from Government or from pri-
vate insurance or from charities to health insur-
ance. We have to draw this bill in a way that
this new money actually insures more children.
And I want you to know, we’re going to work
hard to do all those things.

Let me just say to the young children here,
you are growing up in a very hopeful time for
America. Our economy is the healthiest in a
generation. Crime and welfare are down. Amer-
ica is the world’s leading force for peace and
freedom and prosperity.

We have two great challenges—we have
many, but there are two great challenges. First,
look around this crowd today. The first is the
one I talked about in San Diego just 9 days
ago. We have got to prove that we can be the
first truly equal, fair, harmonious, multiracial de-
mocracy in history. We have got to prove that
we can do that. And the second thing we have
to do is to make sure every child has a chance
to live out his or her dreams. We cannot leave
any of our children behind in physical isolation
because they don’t have decent health care, or

their streets aren’t safe, or their schools aren’t
adequate. We can’t—we can’t—afford that.

And this health care initiative today is very
important, not only because of the children that
will be covered, not only because of the chal-
lenge that others will have to meet, not only
because of the energy it puts behind what we’re
trying to do in the Congress for millions of
children but because it makes a statement about
what it means to be an American on the edge
of the 21st century. We’re not going to leave
our children behind. That’s what this is about.

So again I say, thank you to the educators;
thank you to the health providers; thank you,
Mr. Mayor. Thanks to all of you. Remember
what we’re here for today. If your child needs
health insurance, try to get him in this initiative.
But as a citizen, don’t give up until every child
in America has the health care that he or she
deserves.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:08 p.m. on the
playground. In his remarks, he referred to Mary
Mendez, who introduced the President; Mayor
Richard Riordan of Los Angeles; David Lawrence,
chief executive officer and chairman, Kaiser
Permanente; Sharon Levine, leader of the Kaiser
Permanente pediatric unit; and school principal
Doris Palacio.

Statement on the Supreme Court Decision on Federal Funds for
Educational Programs
June 23, 1997

I am pleased with the Supreme Court’s deci-
sion today which will raise educational standards
for children across America. For the last 10
years, school districts have been barred from
providing title I supplemental remedial edu-
cational programs to parochial school students
in their classrooms. These special programs,
which supplement the school’s base curriculum,
provide remedial education to students who
need more than the standard school day pro-
vides.

My administration sought to overturn this un-
fair restriction. The Court’s decision explicitly
accepts the position put forth by Solicitor Gen-
eral Walter Dellinger, representing Secretary of

Education Richard Riley, that federally funded
supplemental education programs may be pro-
vided to students of both public and parochial
schools without running afoul of the principle
of separation of church and state. No longer
will children have to leave their school buildings
in order to get the assistance they need.

Because of today’s ruling, all schoolchildren,
whether in public or private schools, can benefit
equally from the important supplemental reme-
dial programs of title I.
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Statement on the Death of Betty Shabazz
June 23, 1997

Hillary and I were saddened to learn of the
passing of Betty Shabazz earlier today. She de-
voted a long career to education and to uplifting

women and children. She was also a loving
mother. Our prayers are with her family in this
hour of grief.

Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial Campaign Committee Reception in
Los Angeles
June 23, 1997

The President. Thank you very much. Just a
minute, I have to ask Senator Boxer a question.
[Laughter] She said, ‘‘You don’t really have to
say anything, it’s just’’——

Senator Barbara Boxer. No, I didn’t, I said
we want you to. [Laughter]

The President. She said, ‘‘I’ve been up here
working for you for an hour, keeping the
crowd’’—[laughter]—I was back there working
for her for an hour. [Laughter]

Ladies and gentlemen, in the interest of cam-
paign reform and full disclosure—[laughter]—
the real reason I’m here is that Barbara Boxer’s
first grandchild is my second nephew; it’s just
a family thing. [Laughter] It doesn’t have any-
thing to do with party or loyalty or agreement
or anything. That’s not true. I mean, it’s true,
but it’s not the reason I’m here. [Laughter]

I’m so glad to see all of you here. I’m glad
to see this enthusiasm for the person who is
clearly the most enthusiastic member of the
United States Senate. I’ll tell you something,
if the best Democrats in every State where
there’s a Senate race where we don’t have a
seat woke up tomorrow with a combination of
Barbara Boxer’s enthusiasm, self-confidence, and
courage, we would win the Senate in a walk
in 1998.

And I want to thank you for being here for
her for a lot of reasons, but I would like to
just emphasize two or three. I know Barbara
gave her speech, and I know essentially what
she said, even though I was in there working
for her, but I want to remind you of a couple
of things. When I took office in 1993, this State
was not in good shape. Even more importantly,
the politics of our country was dominated essen-
tially by rhetorical and ideological name-calling,

and the whole drive of every election was basi-
cally to see how people could be divided in
a way that advantaged the candidate who was
trying to do the dividing. And most people just
thought, well, it just doesn’t matter. No one
can seriously assert that now.

I said, if you’ll give me a chance to serve,
and you give her a chance to serve, we’ll change
the economic direction of this country and this
State. We’ll get rid of trickle-down economics.
We’ll replace it with an invest-and-grow strategy.
We’ll cut the deficit, invest in our kids and
our future, invest in the environment and tech-
nology and medical research, still reduce the
deficit. We’ll expand our trade around the
world. And we’ll be stronger.

And when Barbara Boxer cast the decisive
vote for my economic program in 1993—it
passed by one vote, including the Vice Presi-
dent—as he said, ‘‘Whenever I vote, we win.’’
[Laughter] I mean, the things that our friends
on the other side said were just unbelievable.
They said the sky would fall, the end of the
world was here, nothing good would ever hap-
pen in America again. And we now know what
happened. This is not a matter of dispute any-
more.

Five years later, we have over 12 million new
jobs, the lowest unemployment rate in 24 years,
the lowest inflation in 30 years. The stock mar-
ket has more than doubled. And something
that’s very important to us as Democrats, be-
cause you contribute to come here in large
measure on behalf of those who cannot afford
to be here: We’ve had the biggest decline in
inequity among working people in over 30
years—in over 30 years. And none of that would
have happened if California had sent Barbara
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