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we want and heedless of others who don’t even
have what they need and deserve is not the
American way. We have torn down the barriers
in our laws. Now we must break down the bar-
riers in our lives, our minds, and our hearts.

More than 30 years ago, at the high tide of
the civil rights movement, the Kerner Commis-
sion said we were becoming two Americas: one
white, one black, separate and unequal. Today,
we face a different choice: Will we become not
two but many Americas, separate, unequal, and
isolated? Or will we draw strength from all our
people and our ancient faith in the quality of
human dignity to become the world’s first truly
multiracial democracy? That is the unfinished
work of our time, to lift the burden of race
and redeem the promise of America.

Class of 1997, I grew up in the shadows of
a divided America, but I have seen glimpses
of one America. You have shown me one today.
That is the America you must make. It begins
with your dreams, so dream large; live your
dreams; challenge your parents; and teach your
children well.

God bless you, and good luck.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:47 a.m. at Rimac
Field. In his remarks, he referred to Coleen
Sabatini, associated student body president;
Georgios H. Anagnostopoulos, chair, academic
senate; Robert C. Dynes, chancellor; and Richard
C. Atkinson, president, University of California
San Diego.

Remarks at a Commencement Luncheon at the University of California
San Diego in La Jolla
June 14, 1997

Thank you very much for the gift. Chelsea
will treasure the Dr. Seuss T-shirt, and it is
an especially appropriate gift since last week
I spoke at her high school graduation—believe
it or not, I was much more nervous then than
I was today—[laughter]—and I asked Chelsea
and her classmates to forgive us, their parents,
if we were acting a little weird that day. And
I explained that we were reliving their whole
lives and that, among other things, we wished
just one more time we could read children’s
books to them. So that will always remind her
of that, and I thank you.

Let me say to your student body president-
to-be, and to the young woman who spoke be-
fore me at the graduation, if Coleen and Souley
are emblematic of the undergraduates at the
University of California San Diego, this country
is in good hands, and you should be able to
capture virtually every elected position in the
entire State—[laughter]—in just a few years. It
beats anything I ever saw. It was great.

Let me also thank you for making Dr. John
Hope Franklin and the members of the Presi-
dent’s Advisory Board on Race and the members
of my Cabinet and the White House and the
Members of Congress who are here, making
us feel so welcome. We brought quite a lot

of interlopers here to this event today in the
hope that it would impress upon the country
and the press, which will have to tell the country
about it, the importance of this issue and this
moment and our intentions. You have given me
a great opportunity to be here today, and you’ve
given the Nation a great gift if we can do what
we set out to do here. And I will never forget
that.

I’m especially glad to be here in San Diego
to do this. You know, I spent a lot of time
in this community over the last several years.
I have come to love it and also to respect it,
because I see the capacity here to make things
work. One of the things I didn’t get to talk
about in my speech—you can’t talk about every-
thing—but in the end, we have to be judged
by whether what we do makes sense or not
and produces results. This community has one
of the lowest crime rates of any major city in
America. It deals with a whole wide range of
complex problems, I think, in a very sensible
way. And I see people here continually coming
together across lines that divide them, and I
hope that will be a model for the entire country.
So for all those reasons, I’m very thankful.

And the last thing I have to say is that early
this morning, when I’d had precious little sleep
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and my body clock was off anyway, my wife
called with her last-minute criticisms of my
speech—[laughter]—which is a routine I have
come to look forward to in life. [Laughter] And
as usual, she was right, what she had to say,
and I made three changes she suggested I make
in it. But the last thing she said was, she said,
‘‘Now, you remind those people that you’ve only
been there once, and I’ve been there twice,
and I loved it both times.’’ [Laughter]

Again, Chancellor and all of you as part of
the UCSD family, I thank you. I thank you
on behalf of all of us who have come to visit
with you today. I thank you for the ideas you
have given me. Dr. Franklin, members of the
board, you might be interested to know, around
the table here they asked what they could do
to help. And I said, well, we needed more credi-
ble research, and we needed more sources of
information for the American people about basic
things, delivered in understandable ways. We’ll
never have the kind of national conversation we
want until we first agree on at least most of
the facts. You know, if you have a different

view of the same set of facts than someone
else, it is wonderful because you never have
to give up your bias, because you can say, ‘‘The
poor soul just doesn’t know the facts,’’ so you
can go right on with whatever you think and
whatever you believe.

We are going to need the help of the univer-
sity community and groups like the National
Academy of Sciences and others, and we will
be back to you on that. But the most important
thing is, what I saw in the eyes of the students
of this great university today convinced me with-
out any question that we are doing the right
thing, first, and secondly, that we will succeed.

Thank you all. God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:24 p.m. in the
Birch Aquarium at the Scripps Institute of Ocean-
ography. In his remarks, he referred to Souley
Diallo, incoming associated student body presi-
dent, University of California San Diego; and his-
torian John Hope Franklin, Chair, President’s Ad-
visory Board on Race.

Statement on Senator Dale Bumpers’ Decision Not To Seek Reelection
June 14, 1997

I have known and admired Dale Bumpers
for over 25 years. He was a great Governor,
and he has been a great Senator for the people
of our native State and the entire Nation. We

will miss his courage to stand against the tide,
his vision, and his eloquence. Hillary and I wish
him and Betty all the best. We will miss him.
So will the Senate. So will America.

Statement on the Murder of Policemen in Northern Ireland
June 16, 1997

I am outraged by the callous murder by the
IRA of two policemen in Northern Ireland. I
condemn this brutal act of terrorism in the
strongest possible terms. There can be no rea-
son, no excuse for these vicious crimes. I extend
my deepest sympathy to the families of the two
slain officers.

There is nothing patriotic or heroic about
these cowardly killings. The overwhelming ma-
jority of the people of Ireland, North and South,
join me in repudiating violence and murder.

They know that a just and lasting peace is only
possible through painstaking dialog and negotia-
tion. Further violence can only play into the
hands of those responsible for the vicious mur-
ders of the two policemen. The true heroes
and patriots are the many people of both com-
munities who work tirelessly and peacefully for
reconciliation and understanding. I will continue
to do all I can to support their efforts and
the efforts of the political leaders participating
in the Belfast peace talks.
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