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used. So I am directing Secretary Shalala to
work in partnership with higher education to
prepare training materials for medical research-
ers. They will be available in a year. They will
help researchers build on core ethical principles
of respect for individuals, justice, and informed
consent, and advise them on how to use these
principles effectively in diverse populations.

Fourth, to increase and broaden our under-
standing of ethical issues and clinical research,
we commit to providing postgraduate fellowships
to train bioethicists especially among African-
Americans and other minority groups. HHS will
offer these fellowships beginning in September
of 1998 to promising students enrolled in bio-
ethics graduate programs.

And finally, by Executive order I am also
today extending the charter of the National Bio-
ethics Advisory Commission to October of 1999.
The need for this commission is clear. We must
be able to call on the thoughtful, collective wis-
dom of experts and community representatives
to find ways to further strengthen our protec-
tions for subjects in human research.

We face a challenge in our time. Science and
technology are rapidly changing our lives with
the promise of making us much healthier, much
more productive, and more prosperous. But with
these changes, we must work harder to see that
as we advance, we don’t leave behind our con-
science. No ground is gained and, indeed, much

is lost if we lose our moral bearings in the
name of progress.

The people who ran the study at Tuskegee
diminished the stature of man by abandoning
the most basic ethical precepts. They forgot
their pledge to heal and repair. They had the
power to heal the survivors and all the others,
and they did not. Today all we can do is apolo-
gize. But you have the power, for only you,
Mr. Shaw, the others who are here, the family
members who are with us in Tuskegee—only
you have the power to forgive. Your presence
here shows us that you have chosen a better
path than your Government did so long ago.
You have not withheld the power to forgive.
I hope today and tomorrow every American will
remember your lesson and live by it.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:26 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Tuskegee Experiment survivors
Herman Shaw, who introduced the President, and
Frederick Moss; and Fred D. Gray, attorney for
participants in the Tuskegee Experiment, which
was formally entitled ‘‘Tuskegee Study of Un-
treated Syphilis in the Negro Male.’’ The Execu-
tive order of May 16 extending the National Bio-
ethics Advisory Commission is listed in Appendix
D at the end of this volume.

Statement on Strengthening International Safeguards on Proliferation of
Nuclear Weapons
May 16, 1997

On May 15 the international community took
a major step toward significantly reducing the
danger that any nation can secretly acquire a
nuclear arsenal. Last September, in my speech
at the United Nations, I called on the inter-
national community to strengthen the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty and improve our ability
to identify and isolate those states that seek to
violate its rules. In the most dramatic strength-
ening of nuclear inspections in the last quarter-
century, the International Atomic Energy Agen-
cy (IAEA) and its member states have agreed
in Vienna to develop strong new tools to assist

in tracking the use and location of nuclear mate-
rials around the world.

During the last 4 years, we have made signifi-
cant progress in curbing the proliferation of nu-
clear weapons and ending the dangerous legacy
of cold war weapons stockpiles. But as the clan-
destine efforts of nations such as Iraq to acquire
nuclear weapons have made clear, we must rein-
force our ability to find and stop secret nuclear
weapons programs. Only in the aftermath of the
Persian Gulf war were we able to discover the
full scope of Iraq’s activities and intentions.



610

May 16 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

The strengthened safeguards system adopted
by the IAEA will give international nuclear in-
spectors greater information and access to nu-
clear and related facilities worldwide. By accept-
ing a new legally binding protocol, states will
assume new safeguards obligations that will
make all their nuclear activities more trans-
parent—including by allowing inspections at all
suspicious sites, not just at declared sites.

I urge all nations to adopt as soon as possible
appropriate protocols to their own safeguard
agreements or to make other legally binding ar-
rangements that will put this new system of
safeguards in place. And I call on all nations
that have not already signed the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty to do so without delay.

Reducing the threat of nuclear and other
weapons of mass destruction is one of our high-
est obligations. Since I took office, we have
made the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty per-
manent, dramatically cut existing nuclear arse-
nals under the START treaties, and ratified the
Chemical Weapons Convention that will outlaw
poison gas forever. I look forward to working
with the Senate as we seek ratification of the
Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty and
as we seek congressional approval of this proto-
col and other arms control measures. Together,
we must continue our efforts to provide the
American people with real and lasting security.

Statement on the Northern Ireland Peace Process Initiative by Prime
Minister Tony Blair of the United Kingdom
May 16, 1997

I welcome Prime Minister Blair’s statement
today on Northern Ireland as a balanced and
constructive step toward restoring momentum
to the peace process. His words offer hope and
reassurance to the people of both of Northern
Ireland’s traditions.

The Prime Minister has made clear that this
British Government, like its predecessor, wants
to see inclusive talks, but it will invite Sinn
Fein to the negotiating table only on the basis

of an unequivocal cease-fire. And he has taken
the initiative in offering to meet with Sinn Fein,
at the official level, to assess whether inclusive
talks are possible on that basis. I urge Sinn
Fein to take up this offer, and I pray it will
bring about an end to the violence for good.
Now is the time to open a new chapter in the
history of this tragic conflict and achieve through
dialog and negotiation the lasting settlement the
people of Northern Ireland want and deserve.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With President Leonid Kuchma of Ukraine
and an Exchange With Reporters
May 16, 1997

President Clinton. Let me say, I’m delighted
to have President Kuchma back at the White
House. He and the Vice President have worked
hard today. They’ve made a lot of progress on
economic issues and on security issues, and I’m
quite encouraged by the report I have received
and quite hopeful about our future partnership
with Ukraine and Ukraine’s role in a united,
democratic Europe.

NATO

Q. President Kuchma, are you interested in
having Ukraine join NATO as a formal member?

President Kuchma. First of all, I understand
the situation nowadays in Europe, and I’m well
aware of the configuration of political forces.
And I understand that Ukrainian application to
NATO would not be timely, though Ukraine
has proclaimed its aim to integrate with Euro-
pean and transatlantic structures.
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