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scarce resources to sanctions enforcement. This
has resulted in fewer ships available to process
the legal humanitarian shipments that bring food
and other supplies to Iraq under UNSCR 986.

The United Nations Compensation Commis-
sion (UNCC), established pursuant to UNSCR
687, continues to resolve claims against Iraq
arising from Iraq’s unlawful invasion and occu-
pation of Kuwait. The UNCC has issued over
1 million awards worth approximately $5.2 bil-
lion. With the advent of oil sales under UNSCR
986, 30 percent of the proceeds are being allo-
cated to the Compensation Fund to pay awards
and finance operations of the UNCC. Initial
payments out of the Compensation Fund are
currently being made on awards in the order
in which the UNCC has approved them, in in-
stallments of $2,500.00. In January 1997, the
United States Government submitted claims to-
taling approximately $8.8 million for expenses
incurred in the efforts to assess and respond

to environmental damage in the Persian Gulf
region caused by Iraq’s unlawful invasion and
occupation of Kuwait.

To conclude, Iraq remains a serious threat
to regional peace and stability. I remain deter-
mined to see Iraq comply fully with all of its
obligations under U.N. Security Council resolu-
tions. My Administration will continue to oppose
any relaxation of sanctions until Iraq dem-
onstrates its peaceful intentions through such
compliance.

I appreciate the support of the Congress for
our efforts and shall continue to keep the Con-
gress informed about this important issue.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Remarks at the Central American Summit Dinner in San Jose
May 8, 1997

President Reina, President and Mrs. Figueres,
to my colleagues and friends at this table, and
to all of you at this wonderful dinner: The day
has been long and the hour is late, and most
of what needs to be said has been said. I would
like to begin briefly by simply thanking Presi-
dent and Mrs. Figueres and all the people of
Costa Rica for their wonderful reception, includ-
ing the magnificent music we heard this
evening. Thank you very much, Mr. President.

I think you could tell by the remarks of Presi-
dent Reina and President Figueres that there
was a wonderful spirit in our meeting today,
a real desire to meet each other on terms of
equality and respect, an understanding that we
should seize the future together. And it left us
all feeling larger and better than we came. I
believe in Costa Rica you say that is pura vida.
[Laughter]

As we rejoice tonight in the new hope and
opportunity that is sweeping across the Ameri-
cas, it would be wrong of us not to also remem-
ber and applaud the brave struggles of countless
Central Americans in forging the peace we now
celebrate. Because of the price they paid, today

we find former guerrillas and ex-officers sitting
side by side in legislatures. Central America’s
jaguars are second only to Asia’s tigers in their
rates of growth. Our nations are working to-
gether no longer to strip and exploit the land
but instead to use our resources wisely, with
future generations in mind.

Tonight I would like to especially salute Presi-
dent Arzu for all he has done to end four dec-
ades of conflict in Guatemala.

We are among the 34 democracies that com-
mitted in Miami 3 years ago to build a free
trade area of the Americas by the year 2005.
Today we issued the San Jose Declaration in
that same spirit. Both are based on a fundamen-
tal conviction that we cannot build the future
we seek unless we build it together.

I also want all of you to know that we resolve
to actually work together to make these words
real. We have had specific discussions about
what we do next to expand trade, what we do
next to improve education, what we do next
to advance the environmental agenda. And just
before I left the hotel to come here tonight,
when Hillary and I were talking about the
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evening and the day, I received a call from
General McCaffrey, who heads our efforts
against illegal narcotics. He was full of excite-
ment because he had been meeting with all
of his counterparts from the countries here rep-
resented. He said, ‘‘Mr. President, this is the
best meeting I ever had. These people really
care about their children getting involved with
drugs. They really want to defeat this. They’re
going to help us. We’re going to work together.
I feel better about this than I did the first
day I took office.’’ That is the spirit we intend
to bring to every one of our endeavors.

Perhaps most important, we leave here with
deeper ties as friends and partners. President
Franklin Roosevelt said this 60 years ago in a
speech to the Pan American Union; it’s still true
today: ‘‘Your Americanism and mine must be
a structure built of confidence, cemented by

a sympathy which recognizes only equality and
fraternity.’’ My fellow citizens of the Americas,
we stand on the edge of a bright new century.
Let us bring that spirit to its work, and let
us live with a dream that is worthy of our chil-
dren.

I ask you now to join me in a toast of salute
and gratitude to President and Mrs. Figueres
for bringing us together here in Costa Rica.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:15 p.m. in the
Hotel Herradura. In his remarks, he referred to
President Carlos Roberto Reina of Honduras;
President Jose Maria Figueres of Costa Rica and
his wife, Josette Altmann de Figueres; and Presi-
dent Alvaro Arzu of Guatemala. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks at Braulio Carrillo National Park, Costa Rica
May 9, 1997

Thank you very much. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent, for delivering on the rainforest. [Laughter]
You know, in my part of the United States,
the children are raised with an old proverb that
has come true today. The proverb is, you must
be very careful what you ask for in life because
you might get it. [Laughter]

Well, Dr. Macaya, to Joaquin Viquez—didn’t
that young man do a great job? You should
be very proud of him. He was terrific. [Ap-
plause] Thank you.

To all of those who have spoken before and
who have come here, and let me thank the
members of my Cabinet and administration who
are here, and also the members of the National
Park Service. Hillary and I try to make sure
we’re at at least one of our national parks every
year. And I think it’s fair to say that they are
the most popular public servants in the United
States, so it’s nice to see them—in the case
of Mr. Findley, someplace besides Yellowstone.
I’m glad you’re all here. Thank you all very
much for what you do.

Most of what needs to be said has been said.
I come here to emphasize the importance of
the forest that surrounds us to the chain of
life, not only in Costa Rica and Central America

but to all the world. We know that the
rainforests of the world provide us with a good
deal of our oxygen and enormous resources
coming out of the plant and animal life they
contain. We know that the forest helps us to
keep our climate stable, to preserve our soils,
to protect our rivers. It nurtures plants that pro-
vide food and clothing and furniture and medi-
cine. And from the stunning quetzal bird to
the stealthy jaguar, we know that the marvelous
animals must be preserved for all to see.

There is a new understanding today in the
world between the bonds that connect human
beings and their natural environment. We know
we have to preserve them, and we know that
in the end economic development itself cannot
occur unless the environment is preserved. That
is the lesson of the Rio Earth Summit 5 years
ago, the driving force behind the CONCAUSA
Alliance between the United States and Central
America that President Figueres discussed, and
also the driving notion behind the way we want
to integrate this hemisphere—not just in trade
and economics but also in education and health
and, finally, in common cause to sustaining the
treasures we see around us here today.
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