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all parties, and trade in organic products, among
others. In particular, we highlight the impor-
tance of our joint efforts in the sustainable gen-
eration and use of energy in projects which,
by combining our efforts with those of other
nations, allow for taking greater advantage of
our resources while at the same time fostering
regional integration.

Follow-Up Mechanisms
In order to strengthen our relations as friends,

neighbors and partners and to ensure an increas-
ing and effective level of communication, coordi-
nation and follow-up among our governments,
we have resolved to establish a consultative
mechanism which will include periodic meetings
at the highest level; an actual meeting of our
Foreign Ministers, who will meet next during
the October 1997 regular session of the United
Nations General Assembly; a ministerial-level
Trade and Investment Council, which will hold
its inaugural session in Washington, D.C.; and

an ongoing dialogue on immigration issues at
the highest level.

In addition, our Ministers responsible for pub-
lic security and law enforcement and our Min-
isters of Labor will convene meetings in their
respective areas this year.
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NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this joint statement.

Statement on Juvenile Crime Legislation
May 8, 1997

Today, the House of Representatives missed
an important opportunity to fight and prevent
the scourge of juvenile crime. I oppose passage
of H.R. 3, the Juvenile Crime Control Act, be-
cause it fails to provide a comprehensive plan
to crack down on youth and gang violence.

As I began my second term as President, I
made juvenile crime and gangs my top law en-
forcement priority over the next 4 years. I called
on every police officer, prosecutor, and parent
in America to work together to keep our young
people safe and to keep young criminals off
our streets.

America’s Anti-Gang and Youth Violence
strategy must declare war on gangs; target fund-
ing for additional local prosecutors to pursue,
prosecute, and punish gang members; extend
the Brady law so violent teen criminals will
never have the right to purchase a gun; require
Federal dealers to sell a child safety lock with
every gun, to protect our kids from using guns
to hurt each other or themselves; and target
resources to keep schools open late, on week-
ends, and in the summer, to keep young people
off the street and out of trouble.

The legislation passed in the House today fails
to provide any of these necessary measures to
give law enforcement, prosecutors, and parents
the tools they need to combat gangs and youth
violence in their communities.

Four years ago, we made a commitment to
take our streets back from crime and violence.
We had a comprehensive plan of 100,000 new
community police officers on the street, tough
new penalties on the books, and steps to keep
guns out of the hands of criminals with the
assault weapons ban and the Brady bill.

Our plan is working. Last year, violent crime
came down for the 5th year in a row. And
for the first time in 7 years, the rate of young
people arrested for violent crime and murder
has gone down. But we cannot waste this oppor-
tunity to bring down violent juvenile crime even
further. I will continue to work with Congress
to ensure passage of legislation that will give
our children the safest and most secure future
possible.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on Iraq’s Compliance With
United Nations Security Council Resolutions
May 8, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with the Authorization for Use of

Military Force Against Iraq Resolution (Public
Law 102–1) and as part of my effort to keep
the Congress fully informed, I am reporting on
the status of efforts to obtain Iraq’s compliance
with the resolutions adopted by the United Na-
tions Security Council (UNSC). This report cov-
ers the period from March 7 to the present.

Saddam Hussein remains a threat to his peo-
ple and the region and the United States re-
mains determined to contain the threat of
Saddam’s regime. Speaking on behalf of the Ad-
ministration on March 26, 1997, in her first
major foreign policy address, Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright stated that the United States
looks forward to the day when Iraq rejoins the
family of nations as a responsible and law-abid-
ing member and that, until then, containment
must continue. Secretary Albright also made
clear that Saddam’s departure would make a
difference and that, should a change in Iraq’s
government occur, the United States would
stand ready to enter rapidly into a dialogue with
the successor regime.

In terms of military operations, the United
States and our coalition partners continue en-
forcement of the no-fly zones over northern Iraq
under Operation Northern Watch, the successor
mission to Operation Provide Comfort, and over
southern Iraq through Operation Southern
Watch. On April 22, 1997, Saddam Hussein an-
nounced that Iraqi military helicopters would
be flown through the southern no-fly zone for
the purpose of transporting Iraqi pilgrims from
the vicinity of the Iraqi-Saudi border to various
areas in Iraq, publicly disregarding the prohibi-
tion against operating Iraqi rotary and fixed wing
aircraft south of the 33rd parallel. The next day,
10 helicopters crossed the southern no-fly zone
and arrived at a ground staging base in western
Iraq, just north of the Iraqi-Saudi border, to
await the arrival of the pilgrims. Because of
the possible danger to innocent Iraqi civilians,
the non-threatening nature of these flights, and
the religious sensitivity of the situation, the
United States and our coalition partners agreed

not to take military action to intercept the heli-
copters.

On April 25–27, the same Iraqi helicopters
returned the pilgrims to their homes in various
locations throughout Iraq, transiting the north-
ern and southern no-fly zones in the process.
Again, the United States and its coalition part-
ners decided not to act against these flights for
humanitarian and policy reasons. We have made
clear to the Government of Iraq and to all other
relevant parties, however, that the United States
and its partners will continue to enforce both
no-fly zones, and that we reserve the right to
respond appropriately and decisively to further
Iraqi provocations.

In addition to our air operations, we will con-
tinue to maintain a strong U.S. presence in the
region in order to deter Saddam. United States
force levels include land- and carrier-based air-
craft, surface warships, a Marine amphibious
task force, a Patriot missile battalion, and a
mechanized battalion task force deployed in sup-
port of USCINCCENT operations. To enhance
force protection throughout the region, addi-
tional military security personnel have been de-
ployed for continuous rotation. USCINCCENT
continues to closely monitor the security situa-
tion in the region to ensure adequate force pro-
tection is provided for all deployed forces.

United Nations Security Council Resolution
(UNSCR) 949, adopted in October 1994, de-
mands that Iraq not utilize its military or any
other forces to threaten its neighbors or U.N.
operations in Iraq and that it not redeploy
troops or enhance its military capacity in south-
ern Iraq. In view of Saddam’s accumulating
record of unreliability, it is prudent to retain
a significant U.S. force presence in the region
in order to maintain the capability to respond
rapidly to possible Iraqi aggression or threats
against its neighbors.

Since my last report, the Government of Iraq
has continued to flout its obligations under
UNSC resolutions in other ways. Under the
terms of relevant UNSC resolutions, Iraq must
grant the United Nations Special Commission
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