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Exchange With Reporters Prior to Discussions With President
Ernesto Zedillo of Mexico in Mexico City
May 6, 1997

Mexico-U.S. Antidrug Efforts
Q. President Zedillo, could you——
President Zedillo. The press conference will

be later on, and I’ll be delighted to answer
there any questions.

Q. Well, while we’ve got this opportunity, let
me just clarify what the Mexican Government’s
position is on DEA agents being allowed——

President Zedillo. No, we’ll talk about that
in the press conference. Now we have to have
our private conservation, and I have spoken
about that before.

Thank you.
Q. Do you want DEA agents to stay here——
President Zedillo. We’ll speak about all of

those issues later.

President’s Visit
Q. Mr. President, are you sorry you waited

until the 5th year of your Presidency to come
to Mexico?

President Clinton. I’m just glad to be here
now. You know, we’ve had—I’m coming to Latin
America 3 times in less than a year, and in
the first term I did a lot of work on it. You
know, we had the Summit of the Americas, and

we had a lot of involvement with Mexico with
NAFTA and the difficulty with the peso, so I
think we’ve had a lot of very close contact. And
I’m glad to be here. I like it here.

Mexico-U.S. Antidrug Efforts
Q. Mr. President, can you assure DEA agents

that they’ll be safe here?
President Clinton. We’re going to have a press

conference later. We’ll answer all—on all of the
decisions and stuff.

Stock Market
Q. What do you think of the stock market

soaring past 7,000?
President Clinton. Americans are happy. They

ought to be. The country’s doing well. We’re
going to do better.

Q. Do you think your budget deal is respon-
sible?

President Clinton. It didn’t hurt. [Laughter]

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
10:10 a.m. on the Veranda of the Residence at
Los Pinos Presidential Palace. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this
exchange.

Remarks on Receiving the Binational Commission Report in Mexico City
May 6, 1997

Well, thank you very much. Members of the
Mexican Cabinet and the American Cabinet,
thank you for your reports and for the specific
concrete efforts that you are making to move
our relationship forward and to help our peo-
ples.

Secretary Albright commented that the work
of the Binational Commission was so broad be-
cause our relationship is so broad. This is a
truly extraordinary thing to have this many peo-
ple in our Cabinet, this many people in your
Cabinet all working together on a broad range
of issues.

Let me say, Mr. President, as you know, I’m
particularly gratified also to be joined here by
strong bipartisan delegations from the United
States Congress that are here from many States
along the border, as well as Governor Miller
of Nevada, the chairman of the Governors’ asso-
ciation in the United States. So we’re here be-
cause we know that we have to make this rela-
tionship work together beyond party politics,
within our countries and across our borders.

In the 21st century, we want our border to
be our bond, and we want it to be rooted in
a mutual commitment to the exchange of people
and commerce across the border and to our
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fidelity to the rule of law. The reports we have
heard today are fully consistent with that objec-
tive.

With regard to narcotics, I was very impressed
by the drug threat assessment done jointly; by
the proposal for an alliance, and I think the
word is well taken—it must be an alliance un-
dertaken in good faith and mutual respect; by
the news that the alliance will actually articulate
a strategy and specific tactics for implementing
the objectives of the alliance by the end of the
year.

For our part, we in the United States know
that we have to reduce our demand, and Gen-
eral McCaffrey will tell you we’ve presented the
largest counternarcotics budget ever, but we also
think we’re doing more of the right things. The
Attorney General is working very hard to pass
the right kind of juvenile justice legislation. And
as perhaps many of you in Mexico know, we
have been quite successful in reducing drug use
among people whom we thought were the big-
gest problem, young Americans aged 18 to 34.
Drug use in our country is going up among
Americans even younger, under 18. So we are
devoting an enormous amount of time and effort
to that problem, and we hope we can show
progress on our side.

I am confident, from the efforts which have
been made and the statements which were made
to me by the President earlier, that Mexico is
equally committed to making progress on this
side of the border.

With regard to the migration report, I think
it strikes the right balance. The Attorney Gen-
eral has explained what we are trying to do
in the United States on this issue. I think we
all know we have a deep stake in making the
border crossings work, and we in the United
States, in our Government, have no interest in
causing any unfair or undue harm to immigrants
in our country. We are a nation of immigrants.
We have been deeply enriched by them. They
have made us the fifth largest Hispanic country
in the world, with 22 million Americans now
of Hispanic descent. But we know that we also
have to enforce the integrity of our immigration
laws at the border, in the workplace, in the
criminal justice system, and we are attempting
to strike the right balance.

As regard to the other issues, let me just
say very briefly, I welcome the specific an-
nouncement on clean wastewater. We are trying
to show our good faith by committing more
funds to the environmental projects. We are
concerned that the joint commission has ap-
proved something like 16 projects, of which only
4 have been approved for financing by the
North American Development Bank, and we’re
committed to doing something about that.

I’m especially pleased by the educational ex-
change comments and the commitment to in-
creased educational exchange. I think that is
very important. I’m very pleased that there will
be a report back to us within 90 days from
the relevant Cabinet officers on what we can
do more to implement the labor and environ-
mental accords.

And finally, let me say, Mr. President, I’m
glad to see that our Cabinet members are re-
affirming the fact that NAFTA has worked.
There are some people, still, who assert in the
United States that it has not, but it has. If
you compare what has happened in the last 3
years with what happened the last time Mexico
had some economic distress, you see that Amer-
ican exports have fared much better, and the
Mexican economy has come back much quicker
and much stronger, and NAFTA is clearly partly
responsible for that. So I’m glad to see that
our Cabinet members are hanging in there and
trying to get the evidence out because I think
it’s clear that we did the right thing.

No one issue defines this relationship. The
scope of it presents us with unique challenges
and opportunities. It’s vital that we work to-
gether, but I feel much better about our shared
future because of the work that our Cabinet
ministers are doing in this unprecedented
forum. And I thank them for it, and I thank
you for hosting us today.

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately
11:30 a.m. in the Lopez Mateos Room at Los
Pinos Presidential Palace. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to President Ernesto Zedillo of Mexico and
Gov. Bob Miller of Nevada, chairman, National
Governor’s Association.
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The President’s News Conference With President Ernesto Zedillo of
Mexico in Mexico City
May 6, 1997

President Zedillo. President Clinton, ladies
and gentlemen from the media from the United
States and from Mexico, once again I would
like to express the satisfaction of my government
and the people of Mexico for the visit of Presi-
dent Clinton. We are truly very pleased that
President Clinton is beginning his tour here in
Latin America, starting in Mexico. We are also
especially pleased by the results of the work
of the Mexico-U.S. Binational Commission and
by the agreement that will be materialized
today.

President Clinton and I have heard the report
of the trade relations between Mexico and the
United States. It is very encouraging that from
the beginning of NAFTA, our trade has in-
creased over 60 percent and now accounts for
close to 150 billion U.S. dollars per year. And
this represents, above all, more and improved
economic opportunities and more and improved
jobs for Mexicans as well as for U.S. citizens.

This is very encouraging in intensifying our
efforts in order to reach agreements in the fields
that are still pending. This effort has also en-
couraged us to reaffirm the commitment to
NAFTA and to work so that at the summit
meeting in Chile next year we will provide an
important impulse to a creation of free trade
in the American Continent.

The Mexican Government is very pleased with
the agreements we have reached in order to
promote educational, scientific, and cultural ex-
changes, as well as to protect the environment
and nature, particularly along the border area,
our common border. These agreements prove
that we are united by interest in the conditions
in which our communities live, the conditions
of the health and the safety of the families.

We are particularly satisfied that President
Clinton and I will be signing the Declaration
of the Mexican-U.S. Alliance Against Drugs. Our
alliance will be based on mutual trust and on
our commitment as heads of state that the col-
laboration between our countries will progress
in keeping with fundamental principles. These
principles include the absolute respect of sov-
ereignty and territorial jurisdiction of Mexico
and of the United States; shared responsibility

in facing the problem of illegal drugs and relat-
ed crimes such as money laundering and weap-
ons trafficking; a comprehensive fight against
drugs, attaching the same priority to all aspects
of the problem; balance and reciprocity in ac-
tions, programs, and guidelines to take on the
threat of drugs in both countries; and effective
law enforcement in both nations.

Based on these principles and based on the
joint assessments we received today—President
Clinton and I both received this—Mexico and
the United States now has a shared vision of
the magnitude of the problem, and we share
the will to combat the problem with all of the
resources within our reach.

The declaration we will be signing contains
specific objectives. We have given instructions
to our Governments to prepare a common strat-
egy in order to follow through with the objec-
tives and to prepare plans for reciprocal imple-
mentation. A particularly pleasing aspect is that
the declaration includes the intention to work
together, jointly, in order to have a hemispheric
agreement against illegal trafficking of weapons,
and also an agreement for the extraordinary
U.N. assembly on drugs next year.

The Mexican Government appreciates the
sensitivity of President Clinton in terms of the
Mexicans’ rights and the dignity of Mexicans
in his country. Thus, it is very pleasing that
today we will also sign a joint declaration on
migration. For the past 2 years, our Govern-
ments have made important progress in dealing
bilaterally with issues such as consular protection
and the human rights of migrants as well as
the efforts to combat trafficking in human
beings. Today we have reaffirmed the commit-
ment of both Governments to strengthen bilat-
eral cooperation in order to deal with the migra-
tion phenomenon.

We have agreed to base our work on three
basic principles: One, the sovereign right of
every nation to apply its migration laws however
it deems most appropriate for its national inter-
ests, always in keeping with international law
and in a spirit of bilateral cooperation; the sec-
ond principle is that of absolute compliance with
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