Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / May 5

Let us work together to ensure that the legacy
of courage and freedom we commemorate on
Cinco de Mayo will continue to inspire us as
we look forward to the promise of the twenty-
first century.

Hillary joins me in extending best wishes for
a wonderful holiday.

WiLLiAM J. CLINTON

Statement on the Resignation of Cynthia A. Metzler From the Department

of Labor
May 5, 1997

From the time she assumed the role of Acting
Secretary of Labor in January, Cynthia A.
Metzler provided leadership and vision for the
16,000 employees of the Department of Labor.
As a result of her unique blend of skills, the
Department did not miss a beat in fulfilling
its mission for America’s working families. As
Ms. Metzler departs for the private sector, the
Department of Labor is positioned for a smooth
and effective transition to Alexis Herman’s lead-
ership.

During her tenure as Acting Secretary, Ms.
Metzler continued and accelerated the Depart-
ment’s initiatives on behalf of working families.
Low wage workers now have better protections
as a result of Ms. Metzler's efforts to expand
the Department’s sweatshop initiative, as well
as new initiatives launched in other low wage

industries. Ms. Metzler has also assured that
workers’ pensions are better protected.

In addition, Acting Secretary Metzler kicked
off this year's Washington, DC, summer jobs
program earlier than any other year. She dou-
bled the number of summer youth the Depart-
ment will hire, and she led the Department’s
effort to create more job opportunities for DC
residents in furtherance of this administration’s
DC initiative. She also provided outstanding
leadership in our effort to train and employ
welfare recipients.

As Cynthia Metzler starts a new chapter in
her exceptional career, Hillary and 1 wish her
the very best and thank her for her outstanding
service to this administration and to the Amer-
ican people.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Hong Kong-United States
Mutual Legal Assistance Agreement With Documentation

May 5, 1997

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and con-
sent of the Senate to ratification, | transmit
herewith the Agreement Between the Govern-
ment of the United States of America and the
Government of Hong Kong on Mutual Legal
Assistance in Criminal Matters, with Annex,
signed in Hong Kong on April 15, 1997 (herein-
after referred to as “the Agreement”). | transmit
also, for the information of the Senate, a related
exchange of letters, with attached forms, signed
the same date, and the report of the Depart-
ment of State with respect to the Agreement.

The Agreement is one of a series of modern
mutual legal assistance treaties that the United
States is negotiating in order to counter criminal
activities more effectively. The Agreement
should be an effective tool in our continued
cooperation with Hong Kong after its reversion
to the sovereignty of the People’s Republic of
China on July 1, 1997, to assist in the prosecu-
tion of a wide variety of modern criminals, in-
cluding members of drug cartels, “white-collar”
criminals, and terrorists. The Agreement is self-
executing.
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