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what we have to do is just to continue to work
on our economic relationship, continue to work
on the narcotrafficking. And what I think for
our part in the United States we have to do
is to make—on the immigration issue, I think
it is absolutely imperative that the provisions
that were tacked onto the welfare bill—they’re
not part of the welfare reform bill, they were
tacked onto the welfare reform bill—hostile to
legal immigrants already living in this country
be changed.

And I think it’s important for us to be sen-
sitive in the way that we implement the new
law dealing with illegal immigration. But after
all, what that law requires us to do, it seems
to me, is eminently sensible. It gives us the
tools to strengthen border control, to toughen
worksite enforcement, and to increase the re-
moval of criminal aliens and others who are
deportable and come in contact with the Gov-
ernment in some way.

I think that this is not an anti-immigrant
country. We let in 960,000 immigrants legally
last year. But we do have to do our very best
to see that any immigrant who comes into this
country, comes in legally. And if there are no
consequences to coming in illegally, it will be
impossible to do that.

So we have to do this in a humane and decent
way. We have to continue to show that we’re
a nation of laws. We have to respect human
rights and not have any kind of discriminatory
treatment or massive deportations. But this new
law will give us tools we need to try to increase
the integrity of our immigration system so that
we can continue to maintain support for legal
immigration but be more effective in deterring
illegal immigration.

Murderer of DEA Agent
Mr. Martin. Mr. President, what do you plan

to say to President Zedillo about the Mexican
judicial system’s decision to vacate a killer’s con-
viction for the slaying of DEA agent Enrique
Camarena, which many Americans believe
smacks of official corruption itself?

The President. Well, it’s my understanding
that he’s seeking to use a procedure that’s simi-
lar to our habeas corpus procedure to appeal
the conviction. And furthermore, it’s my under-
standing that even if he were to win his appeal,
he’ll still be subject to 35 more years in jail
in Mexico.

In any case, we have a standing immediate-
arrest request in Mexico for the purpose of ex-
traditing him to the United States as soon as
he’s released from confinement in Mexico for
whatever reasons. So, if he’s going to serve 35
more years in jail, that’s one thing. If for some
reason we’re wrong about our understanding of
the facts and a court would release him, we
would expect his immediate extradition to the
United States so that he could be prosecuted
here.

Deputy Press Secretary Mary Ellen Glynn.
OK, thanks everyone.

Mr. Martin. Thank you.
Ms. Shogren. Thank you, Mr. President.
Ms. Lewis. Thank you.
The President. Goodbye. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:22 a.m. by tele-
phone from the Oval Office at the White House.
In his remarks, he referred to President Ernesto
Zedillo of Mexico and Rafael Caro Quintero, who
was convicted of the murder of DEA agent
Enrique Camarena.

Interview With Jacobo Goldstein of CNN Radio Noticias
May 1, 1997

Mexico-U.S. Antidrug Efforts

Mr. Goldstein. Mr. President, let’s start with
Mexico. You’re going down there on Monday.
The news today is that Mexico just dismantled
its antidrug agency and has put a new agency
in place with new trainees. Will this stop the
corruption that has been so rampant?

The President. Well, I think there’s a good
chance that it will improve things. Keep in mind
the Mexicans have a big challenge. This is not
just something they—this cooperation we’re un-
dertaking in the antidrug area from Mexico’s
point of view is not primarily for the United
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States. Of course, we want to reduce the num-
ber of illegal drugs coming into America. Pri-
marily, it’s for Mexico. It’s to preserve the social,
political, and economic integrity of the country.

And I think this is a very good first step.
I’ve had a good relationship with President
Zedillo and with Mexico since I became Presi-
dent. I’ve done everything I could do to try
to make sure America is a good neighbor and
a good partner for the future. And I think this
will enable us to work more closely together
in that area.

Elections in Mexico
Mr. Goldstein. Mr. President, Mexico is going

to have midterm elections that are going to be
watched throughout the world. And I know
President Zedillo has been trying to change
some of old time and change the structure of
his party. What are your expectations of these
midterm elections? It’s the first time the mayor
of Mexico City is going to be elected.

The President. I don’t know. My only expecta-
tions are that they’ll be free and fair and that
they will express the will of the Mexican people
and that we will support that, whatever that
is.

NAFTA and Trade Expansion
Mr. Goldstein. Mr. President, NAFTA, ac-

cording to the numbers, seems to be working.
Do you expect the U.S. Congress to help push
NAFTA to Chile fast-track? And you have spo-
ken, and your people have spoken, how impor-
tant Latin America is as far as a trading partner,
but does Congress share your view, sir?

The President. I believe a majority do. I am,
frankly, disappointed and surprised that there
is still so much opposition to expanding fast-
track. NAFTA has been a big success for us,
with Canada and with Mexico. It has helped
the Mexican economy to grow. It has brought
our two countries closer together. When Mexico
had a difficult time economically, the United
States made the loan that—I made the decision
to make a loan to Mexico, and they paid the
loan back early with interest and a profit. And
it’s working well. It’s creating more jobs for
Mexico, more jobs for the United States.

And I think we would be very, very, very
shortsighted if we did not extend fast-track, go
down and involve Chile, and then eventually
complete the promise of the Summit of the
Americas—involve the Andean nations, the

MERCOSUR nations, all the nations, Latin
America, Central America, Caribbean in the
trade area of the Americas. That’s what I want
to do, and I’m going to keep pushing for it.

Nomination for Ambassador to Mexico
Mr. Goldstein. Mr. President, you placed

great importance on the relations with Mexico,
personal relation between you and President
Zedillo. And now the word is out, you’re going
to be naming a very famous politician of the
other party, the Governor of Massachusetts,
Governor William Weld. How will this create
better relations between you and Mexico?

The President. Well, if Governor Weld’s ap-
pointment goes through, I would expect it to
greatly strengthen our relationships because I
think that they will have a lot in common and
that the three of us will all have a good relation-
ship, which will facilitate our countries growing
closer together and working better together.

Mr. Goldstein. Will he have direct access to
you and Madeleine Albright?

The President. Oh, absolutely. I know him
well. I mean, he is a member of the other
party, and when he ran against Senator Kerry
last year, I worked very hard for Senator Kerry.
But we have a good personal relationship. He’s
a highly intelligent man, and he and I are clearly
on the same wavelength in terms of what we
believe our policy toward Mexico and, indeed,
toward all Latin America should be.

Human Rights
Mr. Goldstein. Finally, Mr. President, I want

to touch slightly the issue of human rights.
There has been some criticism of violation of
human rights in Mexico. Will the subject of
human rights be broached during the bilateral
meeting, or will you deal—with President
Zedillo?

The President. I expect we will discuss every-
thing that is out there to be discussed in our
relationship. We have a very open and candid
relationship. If he has some problems with the
United States, he feels free to raise them with
me. And we’ll talk through everything I think
we should talk through.

Immigration
Mr. Goldstein. Migrations—the new migration

laws have created a huge stir in Mexico and
Central America, also—the issue, that will come
up?
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The President. It will come up, and it should.
I would like to make three points. First of all,
there were provisions dealing with legal immi-
grants tacked onto the welfare reform bill that
had nothing to do with welfare reform, that
I strongly opposed, and that will have to be
significantly changed if we are going to get a
budget agreement here with the Republican
Congress. I have told them that, and we’re
working hard on it.

Secondly, with regard to the law dealing with
illegal immigration, I know that there are some
questions about that law in Latin America. But
let me point out, the main thing the law does
is to give us extra tools to control our borders,
to deal with illegal immigrants in our workplaces
and who come into the criminal justice system.

We are going to work very hard to avoid
any draconian interpretation of the law that
would lead to any kind of mass deportations
or anything of that kind. But keep in mind,
the United States admitted last year 960,000
legal immigrants. We are now the fifth largest
Hispanic country in the world, with 22 million
Hispanic-Americans here. So we are committed
to open immigration and to having more people
here from the Americas, but we have to do
it in a legal way that has some discipline and
order and integrity to it. And we will try to
do it in a fair and balanced way.

Mexico-U.S. Trade and NAFTA
Mr. Goldstein. Mr. President, there was some

concern in Mexico when Mexican trucks were
not allowed—truckers to drive in this country.
I’m sure that issue will also come up.

The President. It will come up. President
Zedillo would bring it up if I didn’t. We will—
we’re trying to work that out. Our concerns
here are basically safety concerns, and we have
an obligation under NAFTA, the United States
does, to permit Mexican truckers into the
United States if they meet the standards that
we apply to our people. And we’re trying to
work out exactly how we define that and resolve
it with the Mexicans.

There have been actually relatively few trade
disputes. This is now a $130 billion trade rela-
tionship. It’s a huge relationship. And we have
two or three relatively minor matters—[inaudi-
ble]—all but one. And I think we have to work
very hard to try to rectify the economic harm
done to the Caribbean countries inadvertently
by Congress when they adopted NAFTA but

wouldn’t go along with my suggestion to give
the same treatment to the Caribbean countries.

Mr. Goldstein. Excuse me, by Caribbean you
mean Central America and the Caribbean
Basin?

The President. Caribbean Basin, absolutely.
All the Caribbean Basin countries. We did not—
I don’t think the Congress meant to hurt them
by passing NAFTA, but I told them what I
was afraid would happen. I asked them to at
least maintain the status quo, so that they
wouldn’t lose any ground compared to Mexico
because Mexico’s great gains have come from
the labors of the Mexican people and from the
transfer of some production from Asia back to
Mexico. They never intended to take anything
away from the Central America and Caribbean
countries.

So we have to rectify that because those coun-
tries have to have a chance to grow. Otherwise,
the more successful Mexico is in its antidrug
efforts, the more vulnerable the Caribbean
countries will be—especially the Caribbean,
even more than Central America. They will be-
come even more vulnerable to drug traffickers
because they won’t be able to make a living
there. So we’ve got to rectify this, and I’m hop-
ing to resolve it with this session of Congress.

Immigration
Mr. Goldstein. Mr. President, the Central

American countries will also bring up the immi-
gration issue because El Salvador, Guatemala,
Nicaragua, Honduras—they were all deeply af-
fected in the eighties during the liberation or
revolution, the civil wars of the eighties.

The President. They—because of the unique
status that they bore when they came into this
country, they are in a position different from
legal immigrants or plainly illegal immigrants.
They are in a different position. And we’ve al-
ready had one discussion, interestingly enough,
about that today. We’re trying to work that out
in a way that seems fair and humane and bal-
anced, and I hope we can.

Hostage Situation in Peru
Mr. Goldstein. Mr. President, I would like

to ask you two questions as they’re pushing me
out. One has to do with Peru. You were very
much involved, your country was, with Japan
during the hostage crisis, which came to a con-
clusion a few days ago.

The President. Yes.
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Mr. Goldstein. There seems to be some rum-
blings about some possible human rights viola-
tions when the army barged in and saved the
hostages. Do you know anything about it or——

The President. No.
Mr. Goldstein. ——have you had any con-

versations with Mr. Fujimori?
The President. I do not know what the facts

are on that. I do know that the Government
of Peru was very patient for a long time, that
the people who took the hostages were terrorists
who threatened their lives, and that it was a
good thing and remarkable that only one of
them was—life was lost in the rescue attempt.
But I do not know what the facts were about
what happened on the compound.

Extraterritorial Impact of Sanctions
Mr. Goldstein. Mr. President, finally, you

know Cuba is an issue. Helms-Burton has cre-
ated a rift—between Latin America and the
United States because of Cuba and Helms-Bur-
ton. Do you visualize any circumstances under
which Helms-Burton could be lifted? And do
you feel this will not threaten your commercial
relations and political relations with the Latin
American nations?

The President. Well, first of all, I think the
biggest problem with Helms-Burton, vis-a-vis
Latin America, may well have been solved by
the resolution we made with the European
Union about the interpretation of Helms-Bur-
ton. And I think if we look at what happened
with the European Union, what we want the
other democracies of Central America and Car-
ibbean and South America to do is to work
with us on promoting openness, human rights,
and freedom in Cuba, and we need to do that
every way we can.

Now, under the statute, the Helms-Burton
statute, about the only agreements I can work
out are the ones that—like we worked out with
Europe. That law supplanted a bill that I liked
very much, the Cuba Democracy Act, which
gave the United States the flexibility to be both
more open and tougher with Cuba, depending
on the facts. But that law was passed by Mr.
Castro himself. He passed the law as surely as
if he’d been here voting on it when he shot
down those planes and killed those innocent
people.

So we’re doing the best we can with the law
we have, but we all need to keep working for
greater openness in Cuba. I think the only pros-

pects for a change in the law would be those
that are, again, completely within the control
of the Cuban Government and of Mr. Castro.
I mean, if he were to evidence some changes,
then he might get some changed attitudes here.
But we’ve got to see what happens.

NAFTA and Trade Expansion
Mr. Goldstein. Finally, Mr. President, you—

during your first term, you fought very hard
for NAFTA against your own party. You fought
very hard to save Mexico—the economic bail-
out—against people of your own party including.
Will you fight as hard now that you don’t need
to run for reelection? Political considerations
aside, will you fight just as hard to make sure
that Latin America has a free trade agreement?

The President. Oh, sure.
Mr. Goldstein. It may take about a year or

two. And are you optimistic you can do it by
the year 2005, as they said in Miami at the
Summit of the Americas?

The President. Well, yes, I will fight just as
hard. And I will certainly—there are no political
considerations for me one way or the other now.
I would like to point out we did get quite a
large number of Democrats who supported
NAFTA and that the leadership in both parties
supported me with the Mexican loan.

I’m quite concerned that there may have been
an erosion of support for the free trade concept
in the Americas, not just in the Democratic
Party but in the Republican Party as well. And
I find this surprising. Here we are now at the
pinnacle of our economic success, political influ-
ence in the world, but the only way we can
exercise our political influence for good is to
become involved with other countries. And it
disappoints me when I hear Americans who
seemed to be reluctant to do that. I think that’s
a mistake. And so I’m going to try to persuade
them to do the right thing from my point of
view, and I believe we’ll win.

Budget Agreement
Mr. Goldstein. And will you get a budget

agreement? Everybody in the basement asked
me to ask you——

The President. I don’t know. I hope so.
Mr. Goldstein. Thank you, sir.

NOTE: The interview began at 11:42 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
the President referred to President Ernesto
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Zedillo of Mexico; President Alberto Fujimori of
Peru; and President Fidel Castro of Cuba. A tape

was not available for verification of the content
of this interview.

Statement on the Interim Report of the Presidential Advisory Committee
on Gulf War Veterans’ Illnesses
May 1, 1997

I appreciate the ongoing, rigorous work of
the Presidential Advisory Committee on Gulf
War Veterans’ Illnesses, and I welcome their
interim letter report.

The care and well-being of our Gulf war vet-
erans is a national duty and a national priority.
That is why I appointed the Committee in May
1995, extended its mandate in January 1997,
and directed its attention in February 1997 to
the recently released intelligence documents
concerning possible chemical exposures.

I am determined that my administration will
do everything necessary to uncover all the facts
and act on any relevant information, to provide
our Gulf war veterans with the quality medical
care they need, and to make sure that in any
future troop deployments, we draw on lessons
learned in the Gulf war to better protect the
health of our troops and their families.

This interim report, like those that preceded
it, will help us meet that responsibility in an
increasingly effective way. I have asked the Sec-
retaries of Defense, Veterans Affairs, and Health
and Human Services, as well as the Acting Di-
rector of Central Intelligence, to study the re-

port and, 2 weeks from today, provide me their
proposals for implementing the Committee’s
recommendations.

To further strengthen our search for the facts,
Secretary Cohen and Acting DCI Tenet have
asked former Senator Warren Rudman to review
the results of their ongoing investigations related
to Gulf war illnesses and to offer appropriate
recommendations. Senator Rudman brings solid
expertise and sound judgment to this important
job. I am confident he will assist the Depart-
ment of Defense and the Central Intelligence
Agency in ensuring their investigations are thor-
ough and will also enhance our ability to inte-
grate Gulf war intelligence ‘‘lessons learned’’
into our future planning.

I am grateful for the PAC’s dedication and
persistence, and look forward to their continued,
indispensable efforts to make sure no stone is
left unturned on behalf of America’s Gulf war
veterans. We will not rest in our determination
to find the answers our service men and women
need and ensure that they receive the care and
benefits they deserve.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Dinner
May 1, 1997

Thank you very much. Mr. Vice President,
thank you for that overly generous introduction.
I loved every word of it. [Laughter] That 5
minutes was the best 5 minutes I ever lost in
my Presidency. He hasn’t been the same person
since.

I want to thank Tipper and Al and Hillary,
all of them in their various ways for being
unique parts of our rather unique team. I want
to thank Tommy Lee Jones for coming here

tonight and for giving that fine speech and being
loyal to his old friend Al Gore.

You know, I’m not as mobile as I normally
am, and I’ve been in this big old awkward chair,
and I heard Tommy Lee’s voice sort of booming
out, you know, and I couldn’t decide whether
I was the fugitive and I ought to be on the
run, whether I was Batman and I should duck—
I didn’t know what I should do. [Laughter] You
know, I really enjoyed watching Tommy Lee
and Al’s friendship; they have a lot in common.
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