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a junior high school in Washington, DC, where
those young people are getting the role models
that they need. We’ll try to do our part.

And the followup—one reason I wanted to
do this summit so badly was that I thought
we could find a completely nonpartisan way to
embrace this issue, and then I knew I could
trust Colin Powell and Ray Chambers and the
others to do good followup. That’s the first
thing.

Here’s the second thing. Let me just tell you
a brief story. Before I came to Philadelphia,
I asked a man in Washington, DC, named Kent
Amos, a lot of you know, to come in and see
me. I met him when my friend Ron Brown
died in a plane crash, and he was Ron’s next-
door neighbor. And a lot of you know he and
his wife, Carmen, kind of got into this volunteer
work by just taking in kids that their children
went to school with who came from dysfunc-
tional backgrounds. And they wound up having
20 or more at a time that were, in effect, living
with them. And now he’s tried to take the model
that he—I thought he perfected in his own
home and kind of took it into neighborhoods
and communities.

But I asked him to come see me. And I
said, ‘‘What do you want me to do now? What
can I do to help you, and what do we have
to do now?’’ He said, ‘‘Go to that summit and
tell them the breakout sessions are the most
important thing that’s going to occur, because
unless every community gets organized, commu-
nity by community, we will not have the maxi-
mum benefit of this, because essentially the
problem is we have an unacceptably high per-
centage of people living in dysfunctional envi-
ronments. And you can do a number of good
things for them sporadically, but until you com-
pletely change the environment, we won’t have
the success rate we need.’’

That’s essentially what General Powell said
in our last conversation before he took his uni-

form off, that all the troubled young people
that he knew who came into the military had
gone from whatever dysfunctional environment
they had into a completely functional environ-
ment. Now, you can’t guarantee that, any of
you individually. But collectively, community by
community, we can. So, in that sense, the Gov-
ernors and the mayors who are here are pro-
foundly important people. And the people who
run community-based nonprofits are important
people.

But the only other thing I would say is, let’s
really pay attention to these breakout sessions,
and let’s promise ourselves that in addition to
running up the numbers that we all promised—
and since I’ve got a big organization, I can
promise big numbers—but we’re, honest to
goodness, going to promise ourselves that we
will try to change the culture in these commu-
nities from dysfunctional environments to func-
tional ones. You saw these kids. They’re great.
They’re going to make it. They’re going to do
just fine if we just give them what they need
in a systematic way, place by place.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. in the
Ballroom at the Benjamin Franklin Hotel. In his
remarks, he referred to Raymond G. Chambers,
cofounder, Points of Light Foundation; Stuart
Shapiro, president and chief executive officer,
Presidents’ Summit for America’s Future; Gen.
Colin L. Powell, USA (ret.), chairman, America’s
Promise—the Alliance for Youth; Eli Segal, Board
of Directors member, Corporation for National
and Community Service; Millard Fuller, founder,
Habitat for Humanity; Robert E. Allen, chairman
and chief executive officer, AT&T Corp.; Douglas
Watson, president and chief executive officer,
Novartis Corp.; and Gerald Greenwald, chief ex-
ecutive officer, United Airlines.

Remarks to Students, Teachers, Parents, and AmeriCorps Volunteers in
Philadelphia
April 28, 1997

Thank you. Thank you very much. I am so
pleased to be here. Thank you for making me

feel so welcome. I want to say to all of you,
I have looked forward to coming to this school
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since I knew I was coming to Philadelphia, be-
cause I knew when I came here the people
who come with me, including the press corps,
would see what we’re talking about when we
talk about service and we say that everyone can
serve, everyone can make a difference, and if
all young people serve, we can turn this country
around and put it in the right direction for every
single child in America.

I want to thank so many people. I thank your
principal, John Krauss; the superintendent and
my longtime friend, David Hornbeck. And thank
you, Harris Wofford, for doing a wonderful job
with the Corporation for National Service. I kind
of hated to hear David Hornbeck say we had
more AmeriCorps volunteers in the Philadelphia
schools than anywhere else because now some-
body will think that he was doing the home
folks a little home cooking. [Laughter] But I’m
glad you’re here. And you ought to be here
in Philadelphia, where our country got started.

I want to thank the young AmeriCorps volun-
teers I just saw inside who work with Youth
Build, Antoine Jackson and William McBride.
I saw them in the school there. I’d like to thank
your wonderful Congressman, Tom Foglietta,
and Congressman Don Payne from New Jersey
and Congressman Sam Ford who came all the
way from California to be here with us today.
We’re glad to see them. I’d like to thank Latifah
Beard and the other students here at the stu-
dent council—the student body—who gave Hil-
lary and me the gifts. And I’d like to say that
I thought Tiffany and Daryl did a very good
job introducing the First Lady, didn’t you? [Ap-
plause] And finally, I’d like to thank Jahi Davis
for speaking on behalf of all the AmeriCorps
volunteers. He helped me with the President’s
Service Awards last night, and he said what he
had to say today better than I ever could.

I just want to say to all of you that when
I ran for President for the first time, starting
now more than 5 years ago, I had a dream
that I could give young people in this country
a chance to serve in their communities, to help
children, to make places safer, to make the
schools work better, to deal with the health
problems and the worries and the fears of our
children and build up their hopes and, at the
same time, earn a little money for a college
education. That’s how AmeriCorps was born.

I really dreamed that someday I could walk
into a school like Nebinger Elementary and see
what I saw today, two young people tutoring

5-year-olds, talking to them about their lives and
their future. One of the young men actually
dropped out of high school before joining
AmeriCorps, but now, because of AmeriCorps,
he wants to be able to help young people from
now on and to go on with his own education.
We learn that by giving and serving other peo-
ple, we’re actually helping ourselves.

I told somebody the other day that if we
could get everybody in America to serve, we’d
have the happiest country on Earth and people
would see that service is selfish. Did you ever
see an unhappy person who was really helping
somebody else? Aren’t you all happier because
you’re in Youth Build, because you’re in the
National School and Community Corps?

And that’s what the Presidents and General
Powell and others have come together to do
here in Philadelphia at this Presidents’ Summit
of Service. We want to try to help guarantee
that our children have a better future. And what
I want to do is to challenge every young person
in America to serve as a volunteer or as a full-
time community service person.

Let me tell you, since AmeriCorps opened
its door just 4 years ago, we’ve had 50,000 young
people—and some not so young—50,000 serve
in communities the way these young
AmeriCorps volunteers are today. And it’s mak-
ing a difference for America’s future. More im-
portantly, the average AmeriCorps volunteer
helps to generate another 12 part-time volun-
teers who come along and help. That, too,
makes America strong.

And what I asked America to do today was
to support me in making it possible for many
more young people to serve, like Jahi and the
other AmeriCorps volunteers have done, be-
cause I found out that here in Philadelphia
there’s another movement going on spearheaded
by a minister who’s a friend of mine named
Tony Campolo. He’s going around to churches
and saying, ‘‘You ought to support young people
the way AmeriCorps supports young people and
pay for them to have living expenses so they
can serve a year in community service work.’’

Today I said, if those young people do that
through their churches or their synagogues or
their mosques, through their community organi-
zations, we will make sure, number one, if
they’re in college and they’ve got a student loan,
that they don’t have to pay any interest on the
student loan during the year that they’re work-
ing and no interest builds up. And number two,
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if they’re willing to go out and meet the same
standard of hard work and long hours that the
AmeriCorps volunteers meet, they will also be-
come eligible for the scholarship. That could
bring 50,000 more young people into the kind
of community service we see with Youth Build
and with the National School and Community
Corps.

And finally, let me say, you know what the
project was that kids were working on in the
class I just visited? Every one of them was talk-
ing about how they like to serve. Every one
of those young children had to say, ‘‘I like to
help. I like to do something,’’ and then draw
a picture of what they like to do. No one is
too young to serve. No one is too old to serve.

We are the most diverse country in the world
with a big democracy. We have people from
all different races, all different ethnic groups,
all different religions. But when we live together
and work together and reach across the lines
that divide us, we are the most interesting, the
most powerful, the most vital country in human
history. If we serve, that’s the kind of country
we’ll be in the 21st century for all these chil-
dren. That’s my promise to you, and I want
it to be your promise to yourselves.

God bless you, and keep it up.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:46 p.m. at the
George Washington Nebinger Elementary
School. In his remarks, he referred to students
Latifah Beard, Tiffany Way, and Daryl Way.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Cyprus
April 25, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Chairman:)
In accordance with Public Law 95–384 (22

U.S.C. 23732(c)), I submit to you this report
on progress toward a negotiated settlement of
the Cyprus question. The previous submission
covered progress through November 30, 1996.
The current submission covers the period De-
cember 1, 1996, through January 31, 1997.

As I noted to you in my last report, we have
been very concerned about the decision by the
Government of Cyprus to purchase the SA–10
anti-aircraft missile system and the resulting
threats of a military strike by Turkey. The
United States and its allies tried hard to per-
suade Cyprus that purchasing these missiles was
a step leading away from negotiations, which
remain the only way to solve the Cyprus prob-
lem. In the context of the already excessive lev-
els of armaments on Cyprus and last summer’s
intercommunal violence, the government’s deci-
sion to go forward with the purchases was dou-
bly regrettable. Additionally, I remain dis-
appointed that the parties have not implemented
alternative measures to reduce tensions along
the cease-fire lines. Despite these clear setbacks,
I believe the decision by Cyprus, at our urging,

to defer importation of components of the SA–
10 system for 16 months is a step in the right
direction and provides us with a window of op-
portunity to make progress in resolving the Cy-
prus issue.

As Secretary Albright noted at her confirma-
tion hearings, the parties need to take further
steps to reduce tensions and improve the cli-
mate for negotiations. The United States re-
mains committed to promoting a Cyprus settle-
ment but needs the full cooperation of the par-
ties, including Greece and Turkey, to achieve
our mutual goals. We continue to see that the
only way forward is direct, good faith negotia-
tions between the parties themselves. The
United States will continue to work toward
bringing these negotiations about.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Jesse Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on
Foreign Relations. This letter was released by the
Office of the Press Secretary on April 29.
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