
497

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / Apr. 26

as provided under Part IV(A) of the Annex
on Implementation and Verification to the
Convention, if, as a result of the program
of alternative technologies for the destruc-
tion of chemical munitions carried out
under section 8065 of the Department of
Defense Appropriations Act of 1997 (as
contained in Public Law 104–208), I deter-
mine that alternatives to the incineration
of chemical weapons are available that are
safer and more environmentally sound but
whose use would preclude the United
States from meeting the deadlines of the
Convention.

In connection with Condition (28), Con-
stitutional Protection Against Unreasonable
Search and Seizure: (i) for any challenge
inspection conducted on the territory of the
United States pursuant to Article IX, where
consent has been withheld, the United
States National Authority will first obtain
a criminal search warrant based upon prob-
able cause, supported by oath or affirma-
tion, and describing with particularity the
place to be searched and the persons or
things to be seized; and (ii) for any routine
inspection of a declared facility under the
Convention that is conducted on an invol-
untary basis on the territory of the United
States, the United States National Authority

first will obtain an administrative search
warrant from a United States magistrate
judge.

In accordance with Condition (26) on Riot
Control Agents, I have certified that the United
States is not restricted by the Convention in
its use of riot control agents in various peace-
time and peacekeeping operations. These are
situations in which the United States is not en-
gaged in a use of force of a scope, duration
and intensity that would trigger the laws of war
with respect to U.S. forces.

In connection with Condition (4)(A), Cost
Sharing Arrangements, which calls for a report
identifying all cost-sharing arrangements with
the Organization, I hereby report that because
the Organization is not yet established and will
not be until after entry into force of the Con-
vention, as of this date there are no cost-sharing
arrangements between the United States and the
Organization to identify. However, we will be
working with the Organization upon its estab-
lishment to develop such arrangements with it
and will provide additional information to the
Congress in the annual reports contemplated by
this Condition.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
April 25, 1997.

The President’s Radio Address
April 26, 1997

Good morning. Tomorrow I will be in Phila-
delphia at the Summit for America’s Future.
Together with Presidents Bush, Carter, and
Ford, and General Colin Powell, I will issue
a call to citizen service to all Americans. For
3 days we’ll explore how we can all play a role
in helping America’s young people build a better
future and, just as important, how all our young
people can help to build a better America.

This is the right time to enlist in America.
We’re on the verge of a new century filled with
promise and challenge. But to make the most
of it, we must ensure that all our people, and
especially all our children, have the opportunity
to reach their highest potential. And we must
understand that we can do that only if we all

join hands, reaching across the lines that divide
us, to build one America together. That’s an
enormous job, but it’s a job we’ll have to do
if we really want to prepare our country for
the 21st century.

Citizen service is neighbor helping neighbor.
It’s part-time volunteers and full-time commu-
nity service workers. It’s communities coming
together to solve common problems. And it is
an essential part of what it means to be an
American. We all have to promote it.

That’s why I was so proud to launch our
AmeriCorps program 4 years ago. Since then,
50,000 young people have taken a year or two
to work full-time, mobilizing hundreds of other
volunteers, helping the old and the young, the
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environment, helping communities afflicted with
disaster, as I saw in North Dakota just a couple
of days ago. And in the process, they also earn
some money for college tuition, as they give
back to their country.

But one of the important ways our
AmeriCorps volunteers have found to give back
is to help our children learn to read. Their suc-
cess has been remarkable. To give just one ex-
ample, 25 young AmeriCorps members went to
work in Simpson County, Kentucky, where sec-
ond graders’ reading scores were disturbingly
low. With the help of AmeriCorps volunteers,
second graders all across that county jumped
three full reading levels in just one year. The
AmeriCorps volunteers made all the difference
in those students’ lives, and the service changed
the lives of the AmeriCorps volunteers.

We know that intensive tutoring like this
works. Now we have to do for all America’s
children what the AmeriCorps volunteers did
for the children of Simpson County. That’s what
our America Reads challenge is all about. It’s
spearheaded by our Secretary of Education,
Dick Riley, and Carol Rasco, my former Domes-
tic Policy Adviser here in the White House.
The America Reads challenge marshals the re-
sources of entire communities—schools and li-
braries, religious institutions, universities, college
students and senior citizens, all working together
with teachers and parents to teach our children
to read.

We need America Reads, and we need it now.
Studies show that students who fail to read well
by the fourth grade are more likely to drop
out of school and less likely to succeed in life.
But 40 percent of our fourth graders still can’t
read at a basic level. We can, and we must,
do better than this.

With me today are AmeriCorps members, tu-
tors, and parents from four different organiza-
tions who are helping to make a real difference
in our children’s lives: First, the Home Instruc-
tion Program for Preschool Youngsters, or
HIPPY, an early learning program involving par-
ents and children; second, Hands On Atlanta,
from Georgia; then, Reading One on One from
Texas; and Oregon’s SMART. All help to recruit
volunteers and teach our children to read. To-
gether these groups reach thousands of children
every year. America Reads will help them and
others to reach millions more.

This Monday I will send my America Reads
legislation to the Congress so that we can mobi-

lize the citizen army of one million America
Reads tutors I called for in my State of the
Union Address, to make sure that every 8-year-
old child in America can pick up a book and
say, ‘‘I can read this all by myself.’’ This legisla-
tion is part of my balanced budget. It will fund
25,000 reading specialists and tutor coordinators,
including 11,000 AmeriCorps members and
many others. They will recruit and train our
America Reads citizen army, bringing reading
help to the 3 million children who need it the
most.

It will also help parents to instill a lifelong
learning of reading in children. Parents are our
children’s first teachers, and we have to do ev-
erything we can to make their jobs easier. Com-
munity groups like HIPPY, which Hillary and
I worked hard to bring to Arkansas, are doing
exactly that. The plan I’m sending to Congress
will expand their ability to reach more families.
My balanced budget also increases Head Start
funding to reach one million 3- and 4-year-olds,
and expands title I to aid teaching and learning
in classrooms and the Even Start Family Lit-
eracy Program.

But it will take more than money to make
sure that all our children can read. It will take
a commitment from our entire community.
That’s why I’m pleased to announce that as part
of the Service Summit, many of our major cor-
porations and nonprofit organizations will help
us to recruit tens of thousands of additional
tutors for America Reads. One hundred sixty-
six colleges all across America already have an-
swered the challenge I issued in December and
pledged thousands of their students to be read-
ing tutors. I thank them for their support.

Last summer in Wyandotte, Michigan, when
I announced the America Reads program, I sat
with two young children and read ‘‘The Little
Engine That Could,’’ a book that has taught
countless children that they can do anything
they think they can. I want every child in Amer-
ica to know that he or she can read. And Amer-
ica Reads will make sure that all those children
can.

I hope some of you who are listening will
consider being part of America Reads. After all,
we need a million citizen servants, and we’re
not there yet. If you’re interested, call 1–800–
USA–Learn, the Department of Education’s hot-
line, or just contact your local elementary school
or library.
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All of us can help. All you really need to
do is roll up your sleeves, sit with a child, and
open a book together. And remember, you’ll
be doing more than just reading, you’ll be writ-
ing an exciting new chapter in America’s
progress.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks at the White House Correspondents’ Association Dinner
April 26, 1997

Thank you very much. Mr. Hunt, thank you
so much for reading the notes that I wrote you.
[Laughter] Just like every other journalist, make
all my memos public. [Laughter] To Larry
McQuillan, Arlene Dillon, Jon Stewart, who will
make us glad we came in a few moments, to
all the distinguished head table guests, and la-
dies and gentlemen.

I tried to fulfill Terry Hunt’s agenda as Presi-
dent. Those are real notes I wrote him. And
I will try to fulfill Larry’s agenda. I think it’s
terrible the conditions in which the White
House press corps labor. It really is. It reminds
me of Nurse Ratched’s office in ‘‘One Flew
Over the Cuckoo’s Nest.’’ [Laughter] And it’s
really a tribute to the futility of a politician
pandering to the press, because that used to
be an indoor swimming pool that brought joy
to FDR and JFK and Presidents in between.
Richard Nixon gave it to you. [Laughter] And
he got such good press in return. [Laughter]
Maybe this is his final revenge, the miserable
conditions of it. We could uncover it, but let
you keep it. [Laughter] I could build a cabana.
Well, you think about it.

Before I get into my jokes, I have some im-
portant, serious news. [Laughter] Senator Lott
and I have broken the gridlock over the budget.
A deal now appears imminent. Miraculously, the
$56 billion—[applause]—thank you—the $56
billion gap that has separated Democrats and
Republicans has been bridged. And ladies and
gentlemen, we owe Senator Dole a huge debt
of gratitude. [Laughter] And the best part is,
we don’t have to start paying it back until 2005.
[Laughter] And that’s outside the budget win-
dow. Bigger tax cuts, more money for the Justice
Department, whatever—just sign up, you can
have it. [Laughter] You know, if I had known

Bob Dole was that generous, I’d have invited
him over for coffee. [Laughter]

I want to congratulate awardees tonight:
Byron Acohido, who has come from so far away
and did such good work; and then there are
the local winners, Ron Fournier, Mara Liasson,
Todd Purdum. Of course, I’m not familiar with
any of your work, but I’m sure it’s very good.
But this Purdum guy’s name sounds familiar.
Purdum, Purdum—I think I read it in the en-
gagement announcements recently. Hillary and
I congratulate Todd and Dee Dee on their mar-
riage next month.

You know, Dee Dee and I started together
on a little plane in New Hampshire, and we
made it all the way to the White House. Then
she sort of strayed over to your side for a while,
and I was kind of disappointed. Now she’s get-
ting on a 747 and going to Beverly Hills. They
grow up so fast, don’t they? [Laughter]

Oh, I got another serious thing I want to
talk about. Something that I know—really, you
all are on me about all the time. Many of you
are distressed that you’re not notified in a timely
fashion about breaking news, like my knee
breaking. And that’s valid, and I’ve been doing
some work to make sure it never happens again.
In fact, in the spirit of reinventing Government
that the Vice President has so indoctrinated me
with, starting tonight we have decided to give
you advance notice of upcoming mishaps.
[Laughter]

Mike McCurry has asked me to inform you
of the following. While engaging in some volun-
teer work tomorrow in Philadelphia, I will be
on the receiving end of a painful encounter with
a ball-peen hammer. [Laughter] And I will do
my best to do it before your filing deadline
at 5. On May 22d, I will be visiting the home
of Tiger Woods to celebrate his recent victory
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