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member with Alzheimer’s. And having lost an
aunt and an uncle to Alzheimer’s, I know it’s
a 7-day a week, 24-hour a day job. We can
actually save a lot of money over the long run
if we help give those families a little help for
respite care if they’re willing to take care of
those folks in their homes. It’s so much less
expensive, and if families want to do it, we
ought to help cut them a little slack, I think.

We also want to give people access to health
insurance when they temporarily are between
jobs or lose their jobs. We want to make it
easier for them, affordable for them to keep
their health insurance. Nearly half of the chil-
dren who lose their insurance do so because
their parents lose or change a job. And my
budget would provide coverage for up to half
of the 10 million children today who do not
have health insurance. I think it’s very important
to do more to try to cover children and to
cover people who are between jobs.

Well, these are just a few of the things that
I could be talking to you about tonight. They
are big things. This will affect the way people
live for generations to come. And while you’re
here, I want to ask you to think about that.
We’ve had a lot of fun tonight. We’ve cheered,
and we’re glad we won the election—sorry we
lost a few Congress seats. We’re proud of the
fights we fought, and we’re awfully glad America
is in better shape than it was 4 years ago. But
what I want you to think about is what kind
of America have you worked all your life for?
What do you want this country to look like
in 20 years, 25 years, when your children are
your age, when your grandchildren are your
age? I think about it every day—every day.

When I look at these kids out in this audi-
ence, I know if we do the right things, they
will have more chances to live out their dreams

than any generation of Americans. That’s the
first thing I want. The second thing I want
is for America to be the world’s leading force
for peace and freedom and prosperity a genera-
tion from now, just like it is today, because
I know the whole world will be better off if
that is the case. And the third thing I want,
that I see as I look at all of you from your
different backgrounds, is I want us to be one
America.

We’re going to become more and more di-
verse, racially, ethnically, religiously. If we can
keep the democratic culture the values of Amer-
ica, if we can overcome our own prejudices and
fears, if we can learn to respect each other’s
differences and enjoy our own difference but
be bound together by what unites us, then in
a world that is every day consumed by the prob-
lems of the Middle East or Africa or Northern
Ireland or Bosnia, America will surely be the
light of the world. And the labor movement
has always stood for the proposition that any-
body that was willing to work hard for a living
ought to be given a fair chance to make it in
the United States of America, always.

I love being with you. I’m very grateful. I’m
glad you reelected me. I’m having a good time,
limp and all. [Laughter] But remember, you
can’t stop thinking about what you want it to
be like in a generation, because the world is
changing in profound and fast ways. And we
have to do a good job now and a good job
for all these children who are here. I think
we’re going to do it together.

Thank you. God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:05 p.m. at the
Sheraton Washington Hotel. In his remarks, he
referred to Stephen P. Yokich, president, and Roy
Wyse, secretary-treasurer, United Auto Workers.

Message on the Observance of Passover, 1997
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Warm greetings to everyone observing Pass-
over.

Commemorating God’s liberation of the
Israelites from Egyptian slavery, Passover is the
story of a people who, sustained by their faith
in God and strengthened by their own courage

and determination, broke free from oppression
to seek a new life in a new land. Their journey
was long and full of peril, and their resolve
sometimes shaken by doubt; but ultimately the
Jewish people reached the Promised Land,
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where they could live and worship and raise
their children in the sweet air of freedom.

The ageless festival of Passover holds pro-
found meaning for Americans. We began our
nation’s journey to freedom more than two hun-
dred years ago, a journey that is still not com-
plete. Now we look forward to a new century
and a new millennium, strengthened by the
knowledge that we, too, have been blessed by
God with the vision of a land of great promise
set aside for those who cherish freedom.

As we mark the observance of another Pass-
over, let us renew our commitment to America’s
promise. Let us continue our journey to a land
where all our people are free to pursue our
common dreams—to live in peace, to provide
for our families, and to give our children the
opportunity for a better life.

Hillary joins me in extending best wishes for
a joyous Passover celebration.

BILL CLINTON

Remarks on Earth Day and the Community Right-To-Know Law and an
Exchange With Reporters
April 22, 1997

The President. Thank you very much, Mr.
Vice President. Good morning, ladies and gen-
tlemen. As all of you know I am about to leave
for North Dakota, where the people are quite
literally in the fight of their lives. What they
have endured is enormous; how they are endur-
ing it is remarkable. I am going to view the
flood damage to pledge our Nation’s support
to see that we are doing everything we can
do to help them.

You know, Americans have a habit of joining
together at times like this, and I think all Ameri-
cans have been very deeply moved by the pic-
tures we have seen of a town being flooded
and burning at the same time, the people in
North Dakota losing everything they have. I per-
sonally can’t remember a time when a commu-
nity that large was entirely evacuated. And we
have to stay together.

I think it is appropriate, for the reasons the
Vice President said, that coincidentally this trip
is occurring on Earth Day, because since 1970,
the first Earth Day, Americans have stood side
by side against a rising tide of pollution and
for the proposition that we have to find a way
to live in harmony with and grow our economy
in a way that is consistent with preserving our
environment.

Earth Day started at the grassroots. Soon the
force of neighbor joining with neighbor grew
into a national movement to safeguard our air,
our land, and our water. The movement led
national leaders of both parties to put in place
the environmental safeguards that protect us

today: the Clean Air Act, the Clean Water Act,
the Environmental Protection Act. In 1995, an
attempt to reverse this consensus and to radi-
cally weaken our environmental laws was strong-
ly rebuffed here in Washington and, even more
importantly, all across America. And in 1996,
that consensus began to be restored again.

These environmental protections have done
an awful lot of good. But one of the best things
we can do in Washington to protect the environ-
ment is to give people in communities all across
our country the power to protect themselves
from pollution. That is the mission of the com-
munity right-to-know law. This law tells citizens
exactly what substances are being released into
their neighborhoods. In the decade it’s been
on the books, citizens have joined with govern-
ment and industry to reduce the release of toxic
chemicals by 43 percent. Under our administra-
tion, we strengthened right-to-know, nearly dou-
bling the number of chemicals that must be
reported, making it easier for Americans to find
out what toxics, if any, are being sent into the
world around them.

In 1995, I directed EPA Administrator Carol
Browner to find ways to expand community
right-to-know even further. Today we are mak-
ing good on that pledge. Today we increased
by 6,100—30 percent—the number of facilities
that need to tell the public what they are releas-
ing into our environment. Today seven new in-
dustries, including mining, electric utilities, and
hazardous waste treatment centers that use sub-
stances like mercury, lead, and arsenic, will now
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