Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / Apr. 15

Message to the Congress on the Generalized System of Preferences

April 11, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:

The Generalized System of Preferences (GSP)
program offers duty-free treatment to specified
products that are imported from designated de-
veloping countries. The program is authorized
by title V of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended.

Pursuant to title V, | have determined that
Argentina fails to provide adequate and effective
means under its laws for foreign nationals to
secure, to exercise, and to enforce exclusive
rights in intellectual property. As a result, | have
determined to withdraw benefits for 50 percent
(approximately $260 million) of Argentina’s ex-
ports under the GSP program. The products
subject to removal include chemicals, certain

metals and metal products, a variety of manufac-
tured products, and several agricultural items
(raw cane sugar, garlic, fish, milk protein con-
centrates, and anchovies).

This notice is submitted in accordance with
the requirements of title V of the Trade Act
of 1974.

WiLLIAM J. CLINTON
The White House,

April 11, 1997.

NoTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on April 15. The related
proclamation of April 11 is listed in Appendix D
at the end of this volume.

Remarks on Kick Butts Day in Brooklyn, New York

April 15, 1997

The President. Thank you. Good morning. Let
me, first of all, say that I am delighted to be
here. And | thought Ayana gave a wonderful
introduction, didn’'t you? Give her a hand. [Ap-
plause]

I'm delighted to be here with all of the young
people at the Hudde School, not only those
who are here but those who are outside this
room listening to us and looking at us over
closed-circuit television. There are young people
around New York and all across America partici-
pating in this second annual Kick Butts Day.
But I am glad to be here.

| thank your principal, Julia Bove, for making
me feel so welcome. I am delighted to be here
with Congressman Chuck Schumer, my longtime
friend who has worked so hard on this tobacco
issue, and also he’'s worked hard on the assault
weapons ban and the Brady bill and other things
to make the streets of New York safer for chil-
dren.

I'm glad to be here with Major Owens who
was a very early supporter of mine here and
who has been a great champion for education.
You heard him talking about education—we're
trying to get this Congress to really focus on
the education needs of our children. And if it

does happen in this Congress and we get the
kind of progress that | think we will, it will
be in no small measure due to Major Owens.
I thank you, Major, for your leadership.

And | want you to think about Mark Green’s
title a minute because I'm going to talk to you
about my job, their jobs, your jobs in a minute.
Mark Green’s title is the public advocate. | don't
know if there’s another city in America that
has an elected public advocate. But think about
what that means. What would it mean for you
to be a public advocate? Someone who is stand-
ing up for people at large, right? For the public.
Now, it was in that connection that Mark Green
created this day, Kick Butts Day, all across the
United States; he was the first official to ask
to ban cartoon figures in tobacco ads—to his
fight for at-risk and uninsured children. He’s
been fighting for children, but just think about
it, because he was advocating for the public
in New York, we now have a national Kick Butts
Day involving, as you heard, about 2 million
people. That's an incredible thing, and we thank
Mark Green for his leadership for that.

I also want to thank Bill Novelli and the Cam-
paign for Tobacco-Free Kids. | thank the others
who are here on the platform with me today:
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