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Message to the Congress Transmitting the Report of the

National Endowment for Democracy

April 8, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:

Pursuant to the provisions of section 504(h)
of Public Law 98-164, as amended (22 U.S.C.
4413(i)), | transmit herewith the 13th Annual
Report of the National Endowment for Democ-
racy, which covers fiscal year 1996.

The report demonstrates the National Endow-
ment for Democracy’s unique contribution to
the task of promoting democracy worldwide.
The Endowment has helped consolidate emerg-
ing democracies—from South Africa to the
former Soviet Union—and has lent its hand to
grass-roots activists in repressive countries—such

Message to the Congress Transmitting

Health and Safety
April 8, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with section 540 of the Federal
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic (FDC) Act (21
U.S.C. 360qq) (previously section 360D of the
Public Health Service Act), I am submitting the
report of the Department of Health and Human
Services regarding the administration of the Ra-
diation Control for Health and Safety Act of
1968 during calendar year 1995.

The report recommends the repeal of section
540 of the FDC Act, which requires the comple-
tion of this annual report. All the information
found in this report is available to the Congress

as Cuba, Burma, or Nigeria. In each instance,
it has been able to act in ways that government
agencies could not.

Through its everyday efforts, the Endowment
provides evidence of the universality of the
democratic ideal and of the benefits to our Na-
tion of our continued international engagement.
The Endowment has received and should con-
tinue to receive strong bipartisan support.

WiLLiAam J. CLINTON

The White House,
April 8, 1997.

a Report on Radiation Control for

on a more immediate basis through the Center
for Devices and Radiological Health technical
reports, the Center’'s Home Page Internet Site,
and other publicly available sources. Agency re-
sources devoted to the preparation of this report
should be put to other, better uses.

WiLLIAM J. CLINTON
The White House,
April 8, 1997.

NoTe: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this message.

Remarks at a State Dinner Honoring Prime Minister Jean Chretien of

Canada
April 8, 1997

Prime Minister and Mrs. Chretien, Ambas-
sador and Mrs. Chretien, distinguished Canadian
guests and my fellow Americans: It has been
a real honor for me to welcome the Prime Min-
ister and Mrs. Chretien to Washington and to
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do our best to return the warm hospitality that
Hillary and 1 received in Ottawa 2 years ago.

The whole state visit has gone exactly as
planned, except we didn't get to play golf.
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[Laughter] Now, the last time the Prime Min-
ister and | played, we played exactly to a tie.
The press corps had a field day trying to figure
out how long it took the Ambassadors to nego-
tiate that result. [Laughter] But we wanted to
give some truly symbolic, ego-overriding mani-
festation of the equal partnership between the
United States and Canada.

From the start of his career in public life—
and for those of you who were not here earlier,
Jean Chretien was elected to Parliament at the
age of 29, exactly 34 years ago today. Through-
out those years, he has brought passion and
compassion to every endeavor. He has held al-
most every post in the Canadian Government
at one time or another. As | said in Ottawa
when | first read his resume, | wondered why
he couldn’t hold a job. [Laughter] Now as Prime
Minister, he seems to be doing impressively well
at that, leading his nation’s remarkable economic
success: his deficit down to balance this year,
the lowest interest rates in four decades, growth
rates near the top of those of the industrialized
nations.

Under his leadership, relations between our
two nations are stronger and better than ever.
Of course, close neighbors sometimes disagree.
Family members sometimes disagree. But united
by democratic values and our long border and
rich friendship, we've always found a way to
work through those disagreements with patience
and mutual respect, even back in the War of
1812 when, as Ambassador Chretien admitted
tonight when | showed him the burn marks
that are still on the White House from that
war, our people were officially on opposite sides.
Nonetheless, the residents of St. Stephen, New
Brunswick, actually lent gunpowder to their
neighbors across the river in Calais, Maine, so
they could celebrate the Fourth of July.

Our relationship works. We measure its merit
in the difference it makes in the daily lives
of Americans and Canadians. Today we've
worked to strengthen our law enforcement co-
operation to protect our most vulnerable citi-
zens. We've taken new action to protect our
environment and the environment especially of

the Great Lakes our two nations are blessed
to share.

We've made it even simpler to cross the bor-
ders so neighbors can visit each other with
greater ease and traffic jams become a thing
of the past. We've set our sights on new hori-
zons in space. | thank the people of Canada
for providing the special purpose dexterous ma-
nipulator, otherwise known as the Canada
Hand—[laughter]—for the international space
station. This 11-foot machine is so precise, it
can pick up an egg without breaking it. And
now, Mr. Prime Minister, if you could supply
us sometime in the very near future a “Canada
knee,” | for one would be very grateful. [Laugh-
ter]

The Canada Hand is practical, sophisticated,
smart, and strong. Therefore, it is a fitting sym-
bol of the helping hand the people of Canada
have always extended to the world. From the
days you helped runaway slaves to freedom to
the battles we've fought together in Europe,
Korea, and the Persian Gulf in this century,
to the hope your sons and daughters represent
to the people of Bosnia and Haiti, Canada
stands for the best of humanity. And every day,
Canada leads by example.

Prime Minister and Mrs. Chretien, we are
proud to honor the great and good partnership
between our nations. And let me also say on
a personal note, I thank you for your friendship
to Hillary and me, and we applaud your own
remarkable partnership as you celebrate your
40th wedding anniversary this year.

To you both, to your nation, to the people
of Canada, long live our mutual friendship. Vive
la Canada. | ask you to join me in a toast
to the Prime Minister and Mrs. Chretien.

[At this point, the President offered a toast.]
Mr. Prime Minister.

NoTe: The President spoke at 8:27 p.m. in the
State Floor at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Prime Minister Chretien’s wife,
Aline; and Raymond Chretien, Canadian Ambas-
sador to the United States, and his wife, Kay.
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Remarks Following the Entertainment at the State Dinner Honoring
Prime Minister Jean Chretien of Canada

April 8, 1997

Let me say to all of you, first, I have wanted
Denyce to sing here for a very long time, and
I have patiently waited for the chance to get
all this worked out. And | heard her sing not
very long ago at the annual prayer breakfast
here in Washington. And | came home, and
I said, “I'm impatient. I'm tired of this. I want
this woman at the Canadian state dinner.”
[Laughter] I don’t know whether she had to
cancel something else to be here tonight or not.

Thank you, Warren, for your wonderful play-
ing and your artistry. | thought they were a
fitting end to a wonderful evening.

Now, let me again say to Jean and Aline and
to all the Canadians who are here, we're de-

lighted to have you. There will be music and
dancing in the hall for those of you who are
capable. [Laughter] And the rest of us will creep
off into the sunset. [Laughter] But you may
stay as long as you like.

And again, please join me in expressing our
appreciation to Warren Jones and Denyce
Graves. [Applause]

Thank you very much.

NoTe: The President spoke at 10:34 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Prime Minister Chretien’s wife,
Aline.

Remarks at a Memorial Service for Albert Shanker

April 9, 1997

Thank you very much to all of you, but espe-
cially to Eadie and the members of Al's family,
to the members of the family of the AFT, the
other labor leaders who are here, and other
friends and admirers and those who are in-
debted to Al Shanker.

I'd like to begin simply by thanking everyone
who has already spoken and all the people at
the AFT who put together that wonderful film
at the beginning. | think if Al were here and
were whispering in my ear, he would say, “This
has been very nice, Mr. President, but keep
it short, we're getting hungry.” [Laughter]

I have to say also that Hillary very much
wanted to be here with me today. She worked
with Al on a number of things over the last
15 years, and a long-standing commitment in
New York kept her away. But | want to speak
for both of us today in honoring a person we
considered a model, a mentor, and a friend,
a union leader, a national leader, a world leader.
But first, last, and always, as the film began
today, Al Shanker was our teacher and clearly
one of the most important teachers of the 20th
century.
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In 1983, in April, when the “Nation At Risk”
report broke like a storm over America and res-
onated deeply in the consciousness of the coun-
try, that our country was at risk because we
weren't doing right by our children and our
schools—one month before, | had signed a law
passed by my legislature establishing a commis-
sion to study our schools and to improve them,
and | had appointed my wife to chair the com-
mission. And we were eagerly reading this re-
port and the reactions to it, and we noticed
that there was Al Shanker, the first leader of
a union to come out and say, “This is a good
thing. We need to do this. We've got to raise
these standards. We've got to hold ourselves to
higher standards. We've got to be accountable.
We owe our children more.”

That began what was for me one of the most
remarkable associations of my entire working
life. Hillary and | had occasion to be with Al
on so many different occasions, and one of the
previous speakers said, “You know, if you go
to enough of these education meetings, the
usual suspects are rounded up, and after a while
we could all give each other’s speech, except
for Al [Laughter] And it really did make a
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