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Remarks at the State Dinner Honoring President Eduardo Frei of Chile
February 26, 1997

Ladies and gentlemen, Mr. President, Mrs.
Frei, members of the Chilean delegation, distin-
guished guests, welcome to the White House.
Mr. President, I enjoyed our meeting today, es-
pecially your perspective as a trained engineer
committed to building bridges. [Laughter] You
have more experience and credibility at that
than I have, but I am glad to be your partner
in building those bridges.

The United States respects the extraordinary
accomplishments of the Chilean people, the
brave struggle to reclaim democracy which has
cast the light of liberty over your land and over
the entire hemisphere. The United States re-
spects the extraordinary economic achievements
of Chile, which have shined the light of hope
over your land and the entire hemisphere.

Beyond democracy, you have advanced equal-
ity before the law and good government. Beyond
economic growth, you have advanced fuller par-
ticipation in Chile’s prosperity, reducing poverty
and increasing education so that all may have
their chance. Under your leadership, Chile is
a crossroads for global commerce, a force of
freedom and peace, a valued partner of the
United States in building a better world for the
21st century.

Three decades ago, Mr. President, during the
time of the Alliance for Progress launched by
President Kennedy, your father made plans for
a state visit to our country. That visit never
came to pass. And in the years that followed,

the bright hopes that our nations had for co-
operation in our hemisphere went unrealized.
Now we stand at a moment of unprecedented
promise for the Americas. Just as you donned
your father’s ceremonial sash when you took
office, you have completed the journey to the
United States that he once set out to make.

Now we must make our bold journey into
tomorrow together. Mr. President, I gave a book
of poems by your great Chilean poet Pablo
Neruda to my wife for our 20th wedding anni-
versary. In his ‘‘Ode to the Sea,’’ Neruda wrote
these words that speak to us tonight across the
years: ‘‘We’ll put the affairs of mankind in order,
big things first, then all the rest. We will make
you see an Earth, we will make you perform
miracles, because inside us, inside our struggle
is our daily bread, our fish, and our miracle.’’

Mr. President, you have put big things first:
democracy, justice, freedom, the future. In so
doing, you have given the Chilean people the
chance to reach deep within themselves to per-
form miracles.

Tonight it’s my great honor to ask all those
here present to join me in toasting you, Mrs.
Frei, people of Chile, and the bright promise
of our partnership.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:57 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House. In his
remarks, he referred to President Frei’s wife,
Marta.

Remarks to the Business Council
February 27, 1997

Thank you, and good morning. Thank you,
Larry. Thank you, Mr. Vice President. I want
to thank the other officers and all of you who
are here today for inviting me to come by.
There are a lot of members of my administration
here. I know Secretary Rubin spoke earlier, and
Chief of Staff Erskine Bowles is here; Gene
Sperling, the Director of the National Economic
Council; and Maria Echaveste, who is my new
Assistant for Public Liaison and Alexis Herman’s

successor—some of you may not know her.
Maria, where are you? Stand up there. I wanted
you to know because she’ll be relating to you.
I want to thank you for the support that so
many of you have given to Alexis Herman in
the job that she held and in the job that I’m
confident she will hold as the Secretary of
Labor.

Over the last 4 years, I have worked with
many of you in this group to grapple with a


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T12:35:16-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




