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Marty fought successfully for important new leg-
islation that brought renewed financial stability
to the Corporation, expanded pension coverage,
and ensured that millions of Americans’ pensions
were more secure.

Hillary and I will miss him greatly. Our
thoughts and prayers are with Cookie and his
family on this sad day.

Statement on the First Anniversary of the Downing of American Civilian
Aircraft by Cuba
February 24, 1997

One year ago, four innocent civilians were
killed when their aircraft were brutally shot
down by the Cuban regime. Without warning,
Cuban MiG’s fired air-to-air missiles at two
small unarmed planes in international airspace.
Three U.S. citizens and one permanent resident
were the victims: Carlos Costa, Armando
Alejandre, Mario de la Peña, and Pablo Morales.

Today we join the families in honoring the
memory of these men as we carry forward our
efforts to seek justice for their deaths. An inves-
tigation by the International Civil Aviation Orga-
nization last June confirmed that the shootdown
was unlawful and without any justification. The
U.N. Security Council last February and again
in June strongly deplored Cuba’s illegal use of
violence against the aircraft. The Castro regime,
however, has consistently rejected the judgment
of the international community. As we did one

year ago, we call on Cuba to take full respon-
sibility for its actions and provide assurances
that an outrage like this will never happen again.

The shootdown and the Cuban Government’s
continuing repression of human rights activists
and independent journalists underscore the need
to continue working for a peaceful transition
to democracy in Cuba. The United States con-
tinues to lead the international effort to achieve
that goal, and over the past year, more of our
friends and allies than ever before have joined
with us to help bring democracy to Cuba.

On this anniversary, with the memory of the
four victims in our prayers, the United States
reaffirms its commitment to help bring democ-
racy, respect for human rights, and prosperity
to the people of Cuba, who have too long been
denied these essentials of a decent life.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the Enlargement
of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
February 24, 1997

Dear Mr. Chairman:
Pursuant to section 1048 of the National De-

fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 1997,
I transmit herewith a report on the enlargement
of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.

For over 50 years, successive Presidents and
Congresses have maintained a firm, bipartisan
consensus that the security of Europe is vital
to the national security of the United States.
It remains so. NATO, even as it evolves and
adapts to a changing world, remains the core
of the transatlantic alliance that has served
American interests for two generations.

Inclusion of new members into NATO’s ranks
is an indispensable element of a broader Amer-
ican strategy to create an undivided, democratic
Europe for the 21st century. By extending the
underpinnings of security beyond the arbitrary
line of the Cold War, NATO can strengthen
democratic and free market reforms for all of
Europe, just as it has done for Western Europe
in the decades since 1949. By admitting new
states to the alliance, NATO will limit and help
eliminate a potentially destabilizing vacuum in
Europe, widening the circle of like-minded na-
tions sharing common values and willing to



196

Feb. 24 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

shoulder common responsibilities and burdens.
Already, the prospect of NATO enlargement has
strengthened stability and democracy, and pro-
moted regional cooperation among the states of
Central and Eastern Europe.

The enlargement of NATO is not directed
against any state; NATO does not see any nation
as its enemy. By extending security and stability
throughout Europe, NATO enlargement will
serve the interests of all of Europe’s democ-
racies—whether they are current members, new
members, or nonmembers. The United States
looks forward to the building of a strong, dy-
namic relationship and unprecedented partner-
ship between NATO and Russia.

NATO enlargement is moving ahead. NATO
has agreed to hold a Summit on July 8–9 in
Madrid at which one or more nations will be
invited to begin negotiations on accession to the
Washington Treaty; I have called for NATO to
welcome new members by 1999, and NATO
has accepted this goal. Continued close and bi-
partisan cooperation between the Congress and
the executive branch are, and will remain, the

keys to achieving this objective. Addition of new
members to the North Atlantic alliance must
be submitted to the Senate for its advice and
consent, and both houses of the Congress will
have to approve the resources necessary to make
enlargement a reality.

I thank the Congress for the constructive role
it has played in recent years to advance the
enlargement of NATO. I look forward to work-
ing with the Congress to achieve our common
objective of a wider circle of security, prosperity,
and common values embracing an integrated
Europe and the United States.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jesse Helms,
chairman, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela-
tions; Benjamin A. Gilman, chairman, House
Committee on International Relations; Strom
Thurmond, chairman, Senate Committee on
Armed Services; and Floyd Spence, chairman,
House Committee on National Security.

Letter to National Bioethics Advisory Commission Chair Harold Shapiro on
Cloning Technology Issues
February 24, 1997

Dear Dr. Shapiro:
As you know, it was reported today that re-

searchers have developed techniques to clone
sheep. This represents a remarkable scientific
discovery, but one that raises important ques-
tions. While this technological advance could
offer potential benefits in such areas as medical
research and agriculture, it also raises serious
ethical questions, particularly with respect to the

possible use of this technology to clone human
embryos.

Therefore, I request that the National Bioeth-
ics Advisory Commission undertake a thorough
review of the legal and ethical issues associated
with the use of this technology, and report back
to me within ninety days with recommendations
on possible federal actions to prevent its abuse.

Sincerely,

BILL CLINTON

Remarks to the Democratic Business Council
February 24, 1997

Thank you very much, Tom and Carol. Chair-
man Grossman and Alan Solomont and Paul

DeNino, thank you for taking on this important
work.
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