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Remarks Following a Screening of Excerpts From the Film
‘‘Thomas Jefferson’’
February 11, 1997

Thank you. First of all, I know I speak for
all of us when I thank Ken Burns and all of
those who made this magnificent film possible.
Thank you, especially, Jack Smith, for your work
in making it possible and sponsoring it.

If you think about what Ken Burns has given
to America with ‘‘The Civil War,’’ ‘‘The West,’’
‘‘Baseball,’’ and ‘‘Thomas Jefferson,’’ I think Mr.
Jefferson would be very proud of you, Mr.
Burns. And I know we all are, and we thank
you so much.

I think every American President has been
inspired by Jefferson’s ideals, affected by his
decisions, fascinated by his character. Two of
my most prized personal possessions are an
original printing of the ‘‘Notes on Virginia’’ and
a printing of Daniel Webster’s marvelous eulogy
to John Adams and Thomas Jefferson delivered
in Faneuil Hall in August of 1826. And from
time to time when I feel some sense of despair,
just for the heck of it, I take them down and
open the pages and start reading.

I always thought that the fact that both of
them died on the 50th anniversary of the Dec-
laration of Independence was the best evidence
the modern world has on the question of wheth-
er God is. It is impossible to believe this hap-
pened by accident.

And so, I ask all of you to leave here tonight
with a sense of gratitude to Thomas Jefferson
but also with the firm conviction that the thing
he was most right about was in leaving us a
system that would always be in the act of be-
coming, that his unshakable belief that the fu-
ture could be better than the present extended
even to himself and to his contemporaries, to
their failures and to their successes. And that
is what we must always believe. You make a
better present if you think about the future
being brighter and if you really believe in the
potential of every single human spirit. Thomas
Jefferson did, and so should we.

I hope you’ll now join us in the State Dining
Room, and you’ll all be able to talk about what
you liked most about the movie. But let me
say again, we’re gratified to have you all here.
Hillary and I have looked forward to this
evening for a long time, and we are especially
grateful for all of you who had any part in
this magnificent gift to the people of the United
States.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:45 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Ken Burns, producer of the film,
and Jack Smith, president, General Motors Corp.

Remarks on Receiving the Final Report of the White House Commission
on Aviation Safety and Security and an Exchange With Reporters
February 12, 1997

The President. Thank you very much, Mr.
Vice President. Secretary Peña, Secretary-des-
ignate Slater; Senator Lautenberg, thank you for
your support and involvement. And a special
thanks to all the members of this very distin-
guished Commission for the work that they did.

This report lays out a clear plan of action
to ensure that America’s airways and airplanes
will remain the safest and that our passengers

the most secure in the world well into the next
century.

Our aviation infrastructure is just as important
to us today as the great railroads were in the
1800’s or the interstate highway system became
in the second half of the 20th century. Just
as they made us competitive in the economies
of the 19th and 20th century, a modernized
national airspace system will determine our abil-
ity to compete in the 21st century.
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