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I hope that we can depend upon Senator Ken-
nedy and Congressman Davis to have yet an-
other good project to become evangelical about.
[Laughter]

Thank you all very much, and good day.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:53 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to development economist Muham-
mad Yunus, managing director, Grameen Bank,
Bangladesh.

Executive Order 13034—Extension of Presidential Advisory Committee on
Gulf War Veterans’ Illnesses
January 30, 1997

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the laws of the United
States of America, it is hereby ordered as fol-
lows:

Section 1. Extension. The Presidential Advi-
sory Committee on Gulf War Veterans’ Illnesses
(the ‘‘Committee’’), established pursuant to Ex-
ecutive Order 12961 of May 26, 1995, is hereby
extended for the purposes set forth herein. All
provisions of that order relating to membership
and administration shall remain in effect. All
Committee appointments, as well as the Presi-
dent’s designation of a Chairperson, shall remain
in effect. The limitations set forth in section
2(c)–(e) and section 4(a) of Executive Order
12961 shall also remain in effect. The Commit-
tee shall remain subject to the Federal Advisory
Committee Act, as amended, 5 U.S.C. App. 2.

Sec. 2. Functions. (a) The Committee shall
report to the President through the Secretary
of Defense, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs,
and the Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices.

(b) The Committee shall have two principal
roles:

(1) Oversight of the ongoing investigation
being conducted by the Department of Defense
with the assistance, as appropriate, of other ex-
ecutive departments and agencies into possible
chemical or biological warfare agent exposures
during the Gulf War; and

(2) Evaluation of the Federal Government’s
plan for and progress towards the implementa-
tion of the Committee’s recommendations con-
tained in its Final Report submitted on Decem-
ber 31, 1996.

(c) The Committee shall provide advice and
recommendations related to its oversight and
evaluation responsibilities.

(d) The Committee may also provide addi-
tional advice and recommendations prompted by
any new developments related to its original
functions as set forth in section 2(b) of Execu-
tive Order 12961.

(e) The Committee shall submit by letter a
status report by April 30, 1997, and a final sup-
plemental report by October 31, 1997, unless
otherwise directed by the President.

Sec. 3. General Provisions. (a) The Committee
shall terminate 30 days after submitting its final
supplemental report.

(b) This order is intended only to improve
the internal management of the executive
branch and it is not intended to create any
right, benefit or trust responsibility, substantive
or procedural, enforceable at law or equity by
a party against the United States, its agencies,
its officers, or any person.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

January 30, 1997.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
10:55 a.m., January 31, 1997]

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the
Federal Register on February 3. It is included here
as an example of the numbered Executive orders
which are listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume and compiled annually in title 3 of the
Code of Federal Regulations.
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Statement on the Death of Representative Frank Tejeda
January 31, 1997

Hillary and I were saddened to learn today
of the death of Congressman Frank Tejeda.
Congressman Tejeda spent the last years of his
life not only fighting for the citizens of San
Antonio but also courageously battling cancer.
Frank was a friend who dedicated himself to
serving his country and community. He will long
be remembered for his perseverance in the face
of adversity. He endeared himself to all who

knew him, always looking out for the best inter-
ests of his constituents, members of the military,
and the Hispanic and veterans’ communities in
particular. We will miss him greatly. Our
thoughts and prayers are with his children,
Marissa, Sonya, and Frank, his mother, Lillie,
his extended family members, and his many
friends at this difficult time.

Statement on Funding for International Family Planning
January 31, 1997

In the next few weeks, Congress will face
an important vote about the United States’ sup-
port for voluntary family planning in developing
countries.

The funds to continue our support have al-
ready been approved, as part of our Fiscal Year
’97 budget. At issue is whether the money will
be released on March 1, or whether it will be
further delayed by 4 months, until July.

It is my determination that a delay will cause
serious, irreversible, and avoidable harm. In the
balance are the lives and well-being of many
thousands of women and children and American
credibility as the leader in family planning pro-
grams around the world.

Opponents of this funding have tried to
mischaracterize this upcoming vote and the work
of United States Agency for International Devel-
opment in family planning. So, let me be clear:
The United States provides family planning sup-
port where it is wanted and needed. We are
prohibited by law from ever funding abortion—
and we abide faithfully by that law. Indeed,
the work we have funded in developing coun-
tries has been supportive of families, helping
them to flourish. It has improved women’s
health and women’s station in life. It has allowed
generations of children to grow and be educated
in safer and healthier environments. It has been
instrumental in helping to prevent the spread
of disease, including AIDS. And, make no mis-
take: It has prevented untold numbers of abor-
tions and maternal deaths. This much is clear:

In preventing abortions, maternal and child
deaths, family planning has been proven effec-
tive.

If we delay support for family planning by
even 4 months, denying safe and effective con-
traception to couples who depend on these pro-
grams, we will see a rise in unintended preg-
nancies and maternal deaths and a tragic re-
course to unsafe and unsanitary methods to ter-
minate those pregnancies.

I want to emphasize this vote should have
nothing to do with partisan politics. In fact, right
now, a bipartisan group of legislators in the
House and the Senate are hard at work to pass
this bill for the timely release of funds. And
for a generation, through administrations led by
both parties, the United States has led the world
in family planning programs. Studies show that
our efforts, as part of an international strategy,
have prevented more than 500 million unin-
tended pregnancies.

Rapid population growth undermines eco-
nomic and social development in poor countries.
With our support for family planning, the scarce
resources in developing countries—from infra-
structure and environment to nutrition and edu-
cation—can be better used to allow progress
for their people.

Maintaining and building on this progress de-
pends on our being consistent in our actions
and adhering to our values.

Cooperative international efforts to address
rapid population growth serve American foreign
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