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to be independent, to speak their mind, to argue
for new ideas, to break new ground. In fact,
everybody knows that we are in the process
every day we’re here of breaking new ground—
of creating, if you will, a new conventional wis-
dom for the 21st century. And we’re not there
yet. So I think a man with a creative, inde-
pendent, inquiring mind is just what is needed
for this team.

Senator Cohen and I have talked about that
a lot. There’s a difference between being a Sen-
ator and Secretary of Defense. But I don’t—
when I appoint people, I expect them to speak
their mind and tell me what they think. Then
we’ll get together, we’ll make a decision as a
team, and then we’ll all carry it out and do
our jobs.

Q. Mr. President, can I follow up on Helen’s
[Helen Thomas, United Press International]
question? You’re flanked by a woman and a
Republican—want to have a Cabinet that looks
like America——

The President. We’re getting close. [Laughter]
Q. Given that—that’s a good point. Given

that, how can you say that the fact that she’s—
the Ambassador is a woman had nothing to do
with it?

The President. Well, because—she got the ap-
pointment to the United Nations because I
thought she’d be a good Secretary-General—
as much as I enjoy appointing women.

Secretary-designate Albright. Ambassador.
[Laughter]

The President. As much as I—you don’t want
that job, do you? [Laughter]

The Vice President. She does speak French,
though.

Secretary-designate Albright. I do speak
French. [Laughter]

The President. As much as I enjoy appointing
people who had not previously—who represent
groups of people who’ve not previously been
able to serve, I owe it to the United States,
to all the American people never to make any
appointment of someone I think would not suc-
ceed. And in this case, I’m appointing Mad-
eleine Albright because of the work she has
done for the last 4 years and the opportunity
it has given me to see her perform.

Yes, I told you I wanted a Republican in
the Cabinet. But the most important thing is
that the national defense of the United States
be secured and that we continue to adjust to
the changes of the new era.

I would never have asked Senator Cohen to
join the Cabinet solely because he’s a Repub-
lican. It would have been folly. I think he is
uniquely well-qualified at this moment in history
for the reasons that I said.

So, am I glad that I have a Republican in
the Cabinet? Yes. Am I proud that I got a
chance to appoint the first woman Secretary of
State? You bet I am. My mama is smiling down
on me right now. [Laughter] But that is not
why I appointed her. And that is why she will
succeed. And I hope she will be an inspiration
to the young women all across our country and
all across the world, so that everybody will be
able to have a chance to live up to the fullest
of their abilities.

Thank you.
Q. Mr. President, what effect do you think

having Senator Cohen will have on your rela-
tions with the Senate?

The President. I hope it will be good.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2 p.m. in the Oval
Office at the White House.

Message on the Observance of Hanukkah, 1996
December 5, 1996

Warm greetings to everyone celebrating Ha-
nukkah.

In this season of joy, we remember the story
of Judah Maccabee and his steadfast followers
who freed Jerusalem from its oppressors and
rededicated the Temple to God. Although they
had only a small supply of consecrated oil with

which to rekindle the temple’s Holy Light, the
courage and faith of the Maccabees were re-
warded as the oil burned miraculously for eight
days and eight nights until a new supply could
be prepared.

Today, more than two thousand years later,
families around the world celebrate this Festival
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of Lights by coming together in prayer, giving
thanks to God for His many blessings, exchang-
ing gifts, and lighting the eight candles of the
menorah, one candle for each night that the
sacred oil burned.

Steeped in ritual and rich in meaning, Hanuk-
kah imparts profound lessons to us: that faith
in God can sustain us through any adversity;
that peace ultimately comes to those who per-
severe; and that, just as the shammas passes

its light to each candle in the menorah, so too
must we share our hope and faith and joy with
one another. In this way, we can ensure that
the light kindled on that first Hanukkah so many
centuries ago will continue to burn brightly for
the generations to come.

Hillary and I extend best wishes to all for
a wonderful holiday celebration.

BILL CLINTON

Remarks on Lighting the National Christmas Tree
December 5, 1996

Thank you very much. Chairman Betchkal,
Reverend Smith, my friend Patti LaBelle—you
did well with and without your singers. [Laugh-
ter] To the Richmond College Children’s Con-
cert Choir and LeAnn Rimes, welcome, to the
Mannheim Steamroller band, the Washington
Ballet, the Boy and Girl Scouts. Let me join
Santa Claus in also saying that we miss two
important members the Pageant of Peace lost
in the last year, Joe Reilly and Bill Harris. The
spirit of Christmas was alive in them every day,
and we remember them.

Hillary and I look forward to being here every
year. I told Hillary when we were sitting here
that I never quite get into the spirit of Christ-
mas until I come here to the Pageant of Peace.

America’s Christmas tree is famous all over
the world. Believe it or not, there’s even a new
movie in Japan about two people who came
to Washington and fell in love under this Christ-
mas tree. It isn’t hard to see how that would
happen, for this is a magic time.

We come here tonight to celebrate that
magic, to rejoice in the spirit of the holiday
season, no matter what our faith, a spirit of
sharing and giving, of gathering with family and
friends and coming together as one community.
You can see it everywhere at this time of year.

And of course, at Christmas we come together
especially to celebrate the birth of a child who
came into the world without a home, only a
stable’s roof to shelter him, who grew to teach
the lesson of love and peace that has truly
changed the world. ‘‘Blessed are the peace-
makers,’’ he said, and those words still call us
to action.

As we look around the world tonight, we
know the spirit of peace is strong enough to
triumph over the forces that still threaten it.
Let us be grateful that our Nation is at peace
and rejoice in the progress we have made to
bring about peace on Earth. And let us not
forget the work still to be done, from Bosnia
to the Middle East to the Korean Peninsula.

Today our brave men and women in uniform
are helping other people in other lands to make
their peace. And across our country this holiday
season people are joining in peace to feed the
hungry, to bring toys to poor children who oth-
erwise would not have them, and to reconcile
our own differences. At Christmas and through-
out the year the greatest gift of all we can
give our own children is to make their world
more safe, more peaceful, and more possible
for them to make the most of their God-given
potential. It is for our children that we must
dedicate ourselves to making peace wherever
we can, around the world, in every community,
in our own homes, and perhaps most important,
in our own hearts.

So as we light this wonderful tree, let us
remember to let our own light shine all year
long, to make the future of our children bright,
to honor the spirit of peace at Christmas time.

Merry Christmas, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:55 p.m. on the
Ellipse during the annual Christmas Pageant of
Peace. In his remarks, he referred to John J.
Betchkal, president, Christmas Pageant of Peace;
Rev. Perry Smith, pastor, First Baptist Church of
Brentwood, MD; entertainers Patti LaBelle and
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