
2141

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996 / Nov. 21

than somebody else who’s different from them.
That is the single great challenge that is keeping
us from making the 21st century the era of
greatest possibility in human history. And I can-
not think of a better place in the entire world,
a more shining example of how people can come
together as one nation and one community than
Sydney, Australia.

I’m so grateful that you’ll be here for the
Olympics in 2000. I want you to know that
the world is looking to you. And I also want
you to know that America will keep looking to
you. The Prime Minister mentioned our com-
radeship in World War I, the first time our
soldiers ever fought together. The Australians
had been in combat for more than 3 years when
America’s troops first went to France. And one
of them asked the Americans, ‘‘Are you going
to win the war for us?’’ The American answered,
‘‘Well, I hope we’ll fight like the Australians.’’
Ever since then the spirit of Australia has been
renowned in America. We respect it, and we
love working with you.

Again let me say, as I did in Canberra yester-
day, the United States and people all over the
world are especially in your debt for your deter-
mination to end nuclear explosions on Earth
and your leadership in helping us to complete
the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty.

We are in your debt for setting a standard
of caring about people beyond your shores.
Time and again you have sent peacekeepers into
harm’s way to end bloodshed: Rwanda, Haiti,
Somalia, Cambodia. Almost two-thirds of all the
United Nations peacekeeping missions have had
Australian troops. Whenever the troubled places
of the Earth call out, Australia has always been
there to help. Throughout the Asia-Pacific re-

gion and the entire world, you are seen as a
beacon of strength and freedom and democracy.

Today, when for the first time in history more
than half the world’s people actually are ruled
by governments of their own choosing, we know
it is the powerful example of Australia and other
freedom-loving peoples that made it possible.
Today, more people will live lives of dignity
and peace because of the work that Australia
has done in the historic struggle for freedom.

So let me say again, I have had a wonderful
time here. I have enjoyed it immensely. I am
about to go try to survive a golf game with
your most famous golfer. But more than any-
thing else, on behalf of all the American people,
I want to thank you for what you have done
and been for the United States and the world
together. And I want to wish you well as we
work through this 21st century together. And
I want to ask you to remember again when
the Olympics comes here, if you can live by
the rules which govern the Olympics and show
that light to the world, it will stand as a beacon
of hope for all that everyone who lives on the
face of the Earth can become in this great new
century. And that can be the enduring legacy
of Sydney in the year 2000.

Thank you. God bless you. God bless Australia
and the United States.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2 p.m. at the Royal
Botanical Gardens. In his remarks, he referred
to Prime Minister John Howard of Australia and
his wife, Janette; Premier Bob Carr of New South
Wales and his wife, Helena; Lord Mayor Frank
Sartor of Sydney; Andrew Hoy, equestrian Olym-
pic Gold Medalist; and professional golfer Greg
Norman.

Statement on the Anniversary of the Dayton Accords
November 21, 1996

One year ago today, American diplomacy
under the leadership of Secretary of State War-
ren Christopher and Assistant Secretary of State
Richard Holbrooke achieved a peace agreement
that ended the worst conflict in Europe since
World War II. Over the past year, American
soldiers, diplomats, aid workers, volunteers, and
public servants have worked tirelessly on the

challenges of implementing the Dayton accords.
They have made a world of difference in the
lives of the Bosnian people.

The market massacres, sniper alleys, and grim
campaigns of ethnic cleansing are over. Since
Dayton, we and our international partners have
maintained a secure peace, separated and de-
mobilized the former warring parties, held suc-
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cessful national elections, and started the work
of rebuilding Bosnia’s economy and civil struc-
tures. These achievements have made an im-
measurable difference in the lives of people in
Bosnia: parents can return to their businesses
and careers, children can return to schools and
playgrounds, farmers can return to fields and
markets—all without fear of an incoming round
or a sniper’s bullet.

When the Balkan leaders chose peace one
year ago at Dayton, I asked the American peo-
ple to do the same by supporting the participa-
tion of our troops in a NATO-led Implementa-
tion Force to help secure the peace. Thanks
to NATO’s strong capabilities, together with the
forces of Russia and other members of the Part-
nership For Peace, IFOR successfully completed
its mission of implementing the military aspects
of Dayton without any combat casualties. In

short, IFOR exceeded our expectations in bring-
ing an end to a war that threatened stability
in Europe.

American leadership remains vital in pursuing
our interests and is critical to restoring peace
and stability in places like Bosnia. That is why
I have decided in principle that, until political
and economic efforts can gain greater momen-
tum, a smaller follow-on NATO mission in Bos-
nia is necessary to complete the work that IFOR
began. But in the end, it still is up to the Bos-
nian people, with the help of international com-
munity, to take responsibility for rebuilding their
country, reconciling with their neighbors, cre-
ating a democratic national government, and lay-
ing the foundation for a self-sustaining peace.

Today, I want to personally thank the many
Americans who have worked so hard to bring
peace to the people of Bosnia.

Remarks on the International Coral Reef Initiative in Port Douglas,
Australia
November 22, 1996

Thank you very much. Premier and Mrs.
Borbidge, Mayor Berwick, Minister Hill and
Mrs. Hill, members of the Great Barrier Reef
Marine Park Authority, and to Minister Moore
and Mrs. Moore, especially to Alicia Stevens
for reminding us what this is all about today.

Hillary and I and our party have had a won-
derful visit to Australia. We understand now why
it is called the Lucky Country. But we believe
that there is more than luck involved here.
Today we celebrate the commitment of the peo-
ple of this country, of the United States, and
people all over the world to the proposition
that we must preserve the natural resources that
God has given us. We are here near the biggest,
best managed protected marine and coastal area
in the world for a clear reason: Australia has
made a national commitment to be good stew-
ards of the land with which God blessed you.

I am especially pleased today, as has already
been said, that the Government of Australia is
honoring the United States by naming a section
of the Great Barrier Reef after Rachel Carson.
Rachel Carson was the great American environ-
mentalist; she was a marine biologist. Vice Presi-
dent Gore wrote about Rachel Carson: She

brought us back to a fundamental idea lost to
an amazing degree in modern civilization, the
interconnection of human beings and the natural
environment. That interconnection clearly im-
poses upon all of us a shared responsibility. To
preserve a future for our children and grand-
children, we must care for our shared environ-
ment. It is a practical and a moral imperative.

We are citizens not only of individual nations
but of this small and fragile planet. We know
that pollution has contempt for borders, that
what comes out of a smokestack in one nation
can wind up on the shores of another an ocean
away. We know, too, that recovery and preserva-
tion also benefits people beyond the borders
of the nation in which it occurs. We know that
protecting the environment can affect not only
our health and our quality of life, it can even
affect the peace. In too many places, including
those about which we read too often now on
the troubled continent of Africa, abuses like de-
forestation breed scarcity, and scarcity aggra-
vates the turmoil which exists all over the world.
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