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every resource available to the Federal Govern-
ment. And today the National Government is
releasing its statistics. Compared to 4 years ago,
child support collections are 50 percent higher,
almost 4 billion more dollars for the children
of America—from their parents, not from the
taxpayers.

And again, Florida has done even better.
Child support collections in Florida are up over
60 percent over 4 years ago. Last month, Gov-
ernor Chiles announced a program with the
Miami Dolphins, the Tampa Bay Buccaneers,
and the Jacksonville Jaguars called Don’t Drop
the Ball. Brian DeMarco is saying simply to
the fathers of this country, ‘‘If you don’t live
with your children, you still ought to help sup-
port them. Don’t drop the ball.’’ We’re going
to keep going until we raise child support more
and more and more. We will move hundreds
of thousands of people off welfare by making
sure that the parents do what they ought to
do, take responsibility for their children and
their future. Thank you, Brian DeMarco. Thank
you, Governor Chiles. Thank you, Florida.

Now, I signed a new welfare reform bill, and
here is what it says. It says the National Govern-
ment will continue to guarantee to poor families
health care and food for the children and, if
they go to work, more for child care than ever.
But within 2 years people must move to turn
that welfare check into a paycheck. Florida was
one of the first three States—one of the first
three—to be approved by the National Govern-
ment to go forward with welfare reform.

Now, you have to decide, what are we going
to do? It’s fine to tell people they have to go
to work, but there has to be work there for

them and education and training. The jobs have
got to be there. If you want more stories like
Ana Armstrong, we have a plan, not rhetoric
but a plan, to work with the private sector,
to work with States, to work with communities
like Daytona Beach, all over America, to move
at least one million more people from welfare
to work in the next 4 years. Will you help us
build that bridge to the future? [Applause]

So there it is. It’s your choice. It’s your deci-
sion. Your vote will decide, and whether you
vote will decide. Don’t let anybody in this com-
munity, don’t let anyone you know anywhere
in America believe that their vote doesn’t make
a difference. This is a different country than
it was 4 years ago. Our country is stronger than
it was 4 years ago. And 4 years from now, on
the bills that we’re—on that bridge we’re all
going to build together, we will go roaring into
the 21st century with our best days ahead. Will
you help us build that bridge? [Applause]

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:40 p.m. at Beach
and Magnolia Streets. In his remarks, he referred
to Mayor Baron H. Asher of Daytona Beach;
George Stuart, candidate for Florida’s Seventh
Congressional District; Ted Doran, Janet Bollum,
and Susanne Kosmas, candidates for the Florida
House of Representatives; Brian DeMarco, offen-
sive guard, NFL Jacksonville Jaguars; Ana Arm-
strong, Lizette Riveria, Karen Watson, and Joyce
Meinert, students, and Gerald Frisby, dean of
adult education and training, Daytona Beach
Community College; and Marcia Bush, program
administrator, Florida Department of Children
and Families.

Remarks at a Presidential Unity Fund Reception
October 23, 1996

Thank you very much. Thank you. Thank you
for being here, and thank you for your enthu-
siasm. I was tired when I walked in, but I’m
not tired anymore. [Laughter] You’ve given me
a lot of energy. I see that—do you see that
young man there patting on his father’s head?
That young girl? [Laughter] Dad, someday you
may wish people couldn’t tell the difference.
[Laughter] That is the postcard for what this

election is all about, right there. That’s the pic-
ture. That is the picture.

I want to—if I might, I’d like to join Senator
Daschle in thanking my friend and our friend
and America’s friend Wynton Marsalis for his
brilliant play here tonight and for—[inaudible]—
thank you.

I thank Senator Chris Dodd, who gives a bet-
ter stump speech than anyone, for declining to
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speak tonight because he said you will like it
if the program’s shorter—[laughter]—but you
have no idea. Remember that Chris Dodd
agreed to be the chairman of the Democratic
Committee when no one thought we would be
here 2 years ago, and he has gone all across
this country spreading our message and sticking
up for us, and I’m grateful to him.

Let me also tell you that I agree that Tom
Daschle will be a great majority leader, that
Dick Gephardt will be a great Speaker, and
what I want you to know—[applause]—clap for
them, that’s good. Clap for them. [Applause]
But what I want you to know is that I’ve had
the opportunity to work with them together now
for a couple of years, in the beginning under
very, very difficult circumstances, and see this
whole thing turn full circle as they stood by
me when I vetoed the Republican budget and
they shut the Government down and I said,
‘‘Can we hold our ranks together, no matter
how much they shut it down?’’ When the other
side said to me, ‘‘Well, you guys care too much
about Government. You will wilt when we shut
the Government down,’’ Tom Daschle and Dick
Gephardt did not wilt. And that spoke volumes
to the country about where we stood and what
we were fighting for and what we wanted to
do.

They also worked hard to put together con-
structive proposals for our own balanced budget
that we could all agree with and work for, and
to continue to press our agenda until, in the
end, we were even able to pass a significant
percentage of it in the closing weeks of this
Congress, when the majority had to go home
and face the voters, too. And so I want you
to know that I have enormous confidence in
their ability to participate in leading our country
into the 21st century, and the American people
will be very proud of the work that they do
together and that we do together. And I thank
them from the bottom of my heart for what
they have done and what they will do and what
they represent for the future of our country.
You should be proud of them.

You know, we’re getting very close to the
end of this election now, and I only want to
make a couple of points to you. The first is,
I just came back from a fascinating trip, and
today I was in Florida, and yesterday evening.
In Miami I talked to the newly elected mayor
of Dade County—they adopted a new form of
government—Alex Penelas, who is a 34-year-old,

young, progressive leader. And the first thing
he said to me was, ‘‘Henry Cisneros has been
a brilliant Secretary of HUD, and because of
his support we were able to take hundreds and
hundreds of people off the streets and out of
the ranks of homelessness in Miami. No one
else has been able to do that.’’

Then Governor Chiles and Senator Graham
and I went with Congresswoman Corrine Brown
up to Daytona Beach, and I met with four
women today who were part of the Florida wel-
fare reform project that we had worked with
them to help put together, four women who’d
had immense challenges and difficulties in their
lives, women who desperately wanted to be
working and to be productive members of soci-
ety and wanted their children to be able to
look up to them, to be able to see them go
to work every day. And they were involved in
the program, and each of them was about to
come out and to go to work. One of those
young women introduced me today when I
spoke to a big crowd in Daytona Beach.

And I couldn’t help thinking, as I was on
my way back up here to see you, that sometimes
in Washington it’s easy to forget and in America,
out there in the country, it’s awfully easy to
forget the incredible impact that what we do
here can have on people’s lives out in the coun-
try.

So I would say to you, in the closing days
of this election, anything you can do to remind
people that every single person, especially
younger voters who often don’t vote in the same
percentages as older voters do, that there is
a huge practical impact on their lives that will
be substantially different, depending on the
choices they make in this election, is something
you ought to do. It will affect millions of people
in terms of their access to education, in terms
of the quality of the education they get. It will
affect all of us in terms of our commitment
to protect our environment as we grow our
economy. It will have a profound impact on
how we deal with the challenges of the coming
retirement of the baby boomers. It will have
a terrific impact on whether we continue to
reach out to the rest of the world. Perhaps most
profoundly, it will have an amazing impact on
whether we decide to grow together or continue
to practice the politics of division, which may
help politicians get elected at election time but
don’t create jobs, don’t care for children, and
don’t solve the problems of the country. So I
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would ask you, every one of you who can be
here tonight, you know people all across this
country. And take a little time in the next 13
days to talk about that.

I was in Michigan before I went to Florida,
and we broke ground on a new airport there
so that Michigan will spend $1,600,000,000,
partly Federal money, doing something that we
did together. That’s Government; it’s not bad.
It’s something that we had to do together be-
cause no one could do it alone; very few people
can write a check for that kind of money. And
it will enable them to reach out to the rest
of the world.

But this is the interesting thing. When I
thought of Michigan as a child and even when
I ran for President in 1992, I thought of it
as the auto capital of the world. It’s also a place
where countless numbers of people from my
home State poured out of Arkansas and places
like it in the forties and fifties going to Michigan
because they could get a good job in the factory
and they could actually support their families
and have a decent house and send their kids
to college. Michigan has increased its exports
more than any other State since I’ve been Presi-
dent. And now in Wayne County, where Detroit
is, there are people from 140 different racial
and ethnic groups—Wayne County, Michigan—
one county in America. When you go anyplace
in America now, you can’t help but be struck
by the fact that this vibrant democracy of ours
still is a magnet for people from all over the
world, in all different kinds of places, and espe-
cially to those of you who are younger.

You think about what I have to spend my
time on as your President in terms of foreign
affairs, the Middle East, Bosnia, Northern Ire-
land, trying to stop terrorism, trying to stop the
development of dangerous weapons programs,
chemical and biological weapons. How much of
that is rooted in racial, ethnic, religious, tribal
hatred? How much of that is rooted in the fact
that all over the world, people who are other-
wise cultivated, intelligent, caring people—peo-
ple that you would be honored to be with in
some sort of personal circumstance because you
think they’re doing a good job raising their chil-
dren and they seem to be nice people—still
persist in defining themselves not in terms of
what they are and who they are but in terms
of who they are not, who believe that they can-
not think highly of themselves unless there is
some group of people that they can look down

on. And if you tell the truth, there’s not a per-
son in this room, me included, that at some
point in your life hasn’t fallen into that trap,
‘‘Well, at least I’m not them.’’

The great genius of America is that for all
of the problems that we still have—when the
church burnings arise, or when the terrible trag-
edy of Oklahoma City occurred, born of an irra-
tional hatred of our Government—we basically
are beating that historical trend. We are trying
to create a world in the 21st century in which
all of you can raise your children with genuine
respect for people who are different from you
because you share the values of the Constitution
and because you want to be responsible, produc-
tive citizens.

This is a matter of enormous moment. The
future that the young people in this audience
have is breathtaking. A lot of you in a few years
will be doing jobs that haven’t been invented
yet; some of you will be doing jobs that haven’t
been imagined yet. You’ll have more opportuni-
ties to live out your dreams, to imagine things
and then make them happen in your lives, than
any generation of people in all of human history.
But it will only happen if you can preserve some
of the old-fashioned virtues that have gotten us
here after 220 years.

And so I say to you, that’s another big thing.
And that’s why I’ve tried so hard in this election
to keep talking about the issues and to keep
trying to bring people together and keep telling
Americans, look, this is a godsend, this gift we
have been given of all of this rich diversity,
this fabric of America. Nobody is as well-posi-
tioned as the United States to move into that
new millennium that starts just 4 years from
now. That’s another thing you need to think
about saying.

I’ve taken to asking everybody in my audi-
ences now in the closing days of this campaign
to take some time before they go to bed at
night and just see if they could write down
in a few words what they want our country
to be like when we start the new century, what
they want our country to be like when their
children are their age or their grandchildren are
their age. That’s really what this is all about.

And it happens to be because of the ideas
and the philosophies that we have advanced that
it is our party and this administration and what
we’re trying to do that has been given both
the opportunity and the responsibility to carry

VerDate 29-OCT-99 11:11 Nov 17, 1999 Jkt 010199 PO 00001 Frm 00863 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 C:\96PUBP~2\PAP_TEXT txed01 PsN: txed01



1910

Oct. 23 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

this message. It didn’t have to be that way,
but that’s the way it’s worked out.

And so you know what all of the issues are,
but you need to understand that underneath
those issues, this idea of building a bridge to
the 21st century that’s wide enough and big
enough for us all to walk across is a fundamental
idea about the decision we’re going to make
about how we’re going to live together and what
kind of world your children will have to live
in.

And I want you to be enthusiastic and happy
and have a good time tonight, but I want you
to be in a position to really celebrate on Novem-
ber 5th. That’s the night that matters. And so
I say to you, there are—if you think hard
enough about it, every single one of you can
think of somebody you know that hasn’t made
up their mind yet for whom they’ll vote or
whether to vote. And one of the big questions
in these elections—you know when you see all
of these endless polls published every day, and
there seems to be 10 or 15 points difference
between them and you think, gosh, all those
people are smart, and aren’t there established
methodologies and all that—you know what one
of the biggest differences is in them? How skep-
tical the pollster is about whether the younger
generation will vote, how skeptical the pollster
is about whether young women, working for

meager wages, struggling to make ends meet,
often supporting their own children, sometimes
without the child support they’re entitled to,
will be too exhausted, too frustrated, or too
skeptical to show up and vote on November
5th.

So I say, we’ve worked very hard to register
people; we’re working very hard to get our mes-
sage out. You have been incredibly generous
to us, far more than we could have possible
expected; we’re being outspent still heavily by
the other side in most of these races. But we’re
still getting our message out there; we’re still
fighting the fight; we’re still moving forward.

So ask yourself, ‘‘What do I want my country
to be like in the 21st century?’’ And then, ‘‘What
can I do in the next 13 days to make sure
that happens?’’ And then we’ll have a big cele-
bration on election night. Between now and
then, just know I am grateful to you and know—
never, never, never doubt there is an enormous
connection between the decision you and your
fellow Americans make and what kind of bridge
we build to that bright new tomorrow.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:43 p.m. at the
Sheraton Washington Hotel. In his remarks, he
referred to musician Wynton Marsalis.

Remarks on the Anniversary of the Assassination of Prime Minister
Yitzhak Rabin of Israel
October 24, 1996

Today the Yartziet candle, symbol of the anni-
versary of a death, burns for my friend Yitzhak
Rabin. So often, we recognize the true measure
of a person only in retrospect, when someone
is gone, and his or her legacy becomes clear.
But once in a long while, a figure of greatness
stands before our eyes, and we recognize it in
an instant. Yitzhak Rabin was such a figure of
greatness. And virtually all of us who knew him
during his life saw that immediately.

He lived the history of his nation, from the
heroic struggles of Israel’s birth to the repeated
defense of its existence, to the quest for peace
and acceptance after decades of conflict and
bloodshed. He had an indomitable will which

he dedicated without hesitation to the lifelong
service of Israel’s security.

For a people who in 2,000 years of exile were
too often powerless in the face of oppression,
Yitzhak Rabin embodied the independence and
self-sufficiency of modern Israel. And he pos-
sessed something else: the genius to see after
a lifetime of war that the greatest safety for
Israel’s people can be attained when peace and
security are one. Through deeds as well as
words, he helped bring an entire region to the
threshold of a new and better day. Yitzhak
Rabin was truly a light unto the nations.

It was one of the great privileges of my life
to know Prime Minister Rabin and to have
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