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pended from duty-free treatment under the GSP
program because it is not making sufficient
progress in protecting basic labor rights. In addi-
tion, I have determined that Botswana and
Western Samoa should be deleted from the list
of least-developed beneficiary developing coun-
tries and Angola, Ethiopia, Madagascar, Zaire,
and Zambia should be added to that list. Finally,
I have determined that Cyprus, Aruba, Macau,
the Netherlands Antilles, Greenland, and the
Cayman Islands meet the definition of ‘‘high
income’’ country as defined by the statistics of
the International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development and are subject to mandatory
graduation.

The action regarding Malaysia and designation
of least-developed beneficiary developing coun-

tries is effective January 1, 1997. The action
against Pakistan is retroactive to July 1, 1996.
The mandatory graduation of high income coun-
tries is effective January 1, 1998.

This notice is submitted in accordance with
the requirements of title V of the Trade Act
of 1974.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. The
related proclamation of October 17 is listed in Ap-
pendix D at the end of this volume.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With Prime Minister Rafiq al-Hariri of
Lebanon and an Exchange With Reporters
October 18, 1996

The President. Let me say first that I’m de-
lighted to have the Prime Minister here today.
The United States is strongly committed to the
independence, the sovereignty, the territorial in-
tegrity of Lebanon. We look forward to sup-
porting a comprehensive and lasting peace in
the Middle East that preserves that integrity,
and a Lebanon that is free of foreign forces.
We’re also committed to supporting the recon-
struction efforts that are so important in Leb-
anon after the difficulties of the last year. And
I look forward to this conversation.

I should also say in front of the American
press that the United States is very blessed by
the contributions of large numbers of Lebanese-
Americans, including members of our adminis-
tration: Donna Shalala, the Secretary of Health
and Human Services; former Senator George
Mitchell, who is now back in Northern Ireland
or on his way back; and General George
Joulwan, who is the commander of our forces
in Europe. So we have a lot of ties with Leb-
anon, and we’re looking forward to this meeting.

Campaign Financing
Q. Mr. President, speaking of contributions,

what is your reaction today to Senator Dole’s
charge that when it comes to some of these

foreign political cash contributions made to the
DNC, that you personally haven’t learned the
lesson of that national nightmare called Water-
gate?

The President. Well, let me say two things.
One—first is, Mr. Panetta and I have asked
the DNC to review all the contributions, as we
should have, as we’ve said, to make sure they
were appropriate. And we’ll have other opportu-
nities to discuss this. This is not the appropriate
forum for that.

U.S. Military Aid to Lebanon
Q. Mr. President, the Lebanese Government

has asked the United States for various pieces
of military equipment, including tanks—excuse
me—helicopters or personnel carriers’ aircraft.
Do you view their request sympathetically, and
if so, what would you expect to give them?

The President. Well, the Prime Minister and
I haven’t had our meeting yet, and the Secretary
of State and he have discussed this. We’ll review
these things and see what is appropriate and
make the appropriate decision. But we have
been and continue to be very supportive of Leb-
anon and of the work that the Prime Minister
is doing to strengthen his country and to give
it a brighter future.
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Q. Do they need more hardware to guarantee
their territorial integrity?

The President. I don’t have any other com-
ment at this time.

1996 Election
Q. Are you going to let Senator Dole take

California?
The President. The people of California will

determine that.
Q. What was going to be your first answer?

[Laughter]
The President. It belongs to them.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

Meeting With Prime Minister Hariri
The President. First of all, let me say that

it is a great honor to welcome the Prime Min-
ister back to the United States and especially
to have him here at the White House. The
United States strongly supports the independ-
ence, the sovereignty, the territorial integrity of
Lebanon. And we look forward to working with
the Prime Minister to build a future in the
Middle East with a comprehensive, lasting peace
and Lebanon free of foreign forces. We also
want to be supportive of the reconstruction ef-
forts in Lebanon, and I’m looking forward to
having a discussion with the Prime Minister
about that.

The other thing I feel I should say to the
people of Lebanon is how deeply indebted the
United States is for the contributions of Leba-
nese-Americans. My administration is especially
indebted because of the presence of Donna
Shalala in our Cabinet as Secretary of Health
and Human Services, and former Senator
George Mitchell, who is our envoy to the peace
talks in Northern Ireland and who is leading
them now, and General George Joulwan, who
is the commander of all of our forces in Europe.
So we have a lot of ties with Lebanon. We
want to be as supportive of this Prime Minister
in his vision for Lebanon’s future, and I look
forward to our discussions.

Mr. Prime Minister, do you want to say any-
thing?

Prime Minister Hariri. Thank you very much,
Mr. President. I am really honored and pleased
to be here and to meet with President Clinton
and Mr. Christopher. And I’m confident that
President Clinton will help Lebanon in the next
future to—and assist them to regain its inde-

pendence and also will help them in the recon-
struction effort.

U.S. Sanctions on Lebanon
Q. Mr. President, can we expect any change

in the——
Q. [Inaudible]—is there any way—[inaudi-

ble]——
Q. ——status of the travel ban on Lebanon

anytime soon?
The President. Well, we’re going to—I’m

going to discuss that with the Prime Minister.
As you know, we do have numerous people from
this country coming to Lebanon, and our con-
cerns relate to the security. And we may be
able to work together on that, and we’re going
to discuss that.

Q. Mr. President, is there any way you can
separate between those restrictions imposed on
Lebanon—the safety of Americans who wish to
travel to Lebanon and those who are cut out,
hurting the Lebanese economy and the efforts
of the families to rebuild the country?

The President. We’re going to talk about that.
We want to be supportive of the Prime Min-
ister’s efforts. And we believe that there is a
special need for people who support freedom
and independence in the future of Lebanon all
over the world to help in the reconstruction
efforts.

Q. Elections are next month——

Middle East Peace Process
Q. Mr. President, what can be done to make

sure that there is no repetition of aggression
on the Lebanese villages now that the humani-
tarian group found that Israel was really the
aggressor?

The President. Well, I think the first and most
important thing is to make sure that Lebanon
is a genuine partner in the ongoing process of
peace discussions in the Middle East and to
get the reconstruction efforts going. If we do
it in the right way, I think there will not be
a repetition.

Q. Mr. President——
The President. One more, one more.
Q. Yes, Mr. President, about the Syria-Israeli

negotiations and the Palestinian negotiations,
they have been stalled for a long time. What
is the United States prepared to do to move
these negotiations ahead? And—we can do that
with the Israeli position on the commitments
that they already made to the Palestinians?
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The President. Well, let me say, I think that,
as a practical matter, the whole peace process
needs to show some movement again before
you can expect much to happen on the Leba-
nese front. There have been discussions; the
Secretary of State has been to the region many,
many times, and the United States is always
concerned about the position of Lebanon. And
let me say, I’m somewhat encouraged by the
progress of the recent talks, the current ongoing

talks with the Palestinians and the Israelis. If
we can get the whole thing moving again, that’s
the best thing for Lebanon. We’re working on
it.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:40 p.m. in the
Residence at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Message on the Observance of the Anniversary of the Terrorist Attack in
Beirut, Lebanon
October 18, 1996

Thirteen years ago, as dawn was breaking in
Beirut, Lebanon, a suicide-bomber drove a truck
filled with explosives into a compound that
housed American Marines. More than 240
Americans were killed by this single act of ha-
tred. Almost simultaneously, a similar assault
claimed the lives of dozens of French soldiers.

Now, in this place of repose and respect, rep-
resentatives from over thirty nations join to
honor these victims and all the others around
the world who have lost their lives at the hands
of terrorists. We remember the passengers of
Pan Am Flight 103, whose journey ended in
the skies over Lockerbie, Scotland. We remem-
ber the victims of the World Trade Center
bombing, and the 168 innocent people—among
them helpless children—who were murdered in
Oklahoma City. We remember those Americans
in Riyadh and Dhahran, Saudia Arabia, who
gave their lives in service to our nation. And
we remember those murdered on the streets
of Tel Aviv, or poisoned in the Tokyo subway,
or killed by a car bomb on Canary Wharf in
London, or assaulted on an Army base near
Belfast, and so many others who have suffered
the pain and outrage of a terrorist attack.

This remembrance ceremony is a fitting trib-
ute to the victims of terrorism worldwide, and
I want to thank Carmella LaSpada and the ‘‘No
Greater Love’’ organization for their steadfast
commitment to honor and remember those vic-
tims, as well as the brave men and women who

have died in service to America. For all the
positive advances of our time, the threat of ter-
rorism looms larger in a world grown ever clos-
er. That is why we must work together with
other nations more than ever to prevent terror-
ists from acting and to capture them if they
do. And we are doing just that.

But just as important as the strength of our
policies is the strength of our spirit. To the
family members gathered at Arlington National
Cemetery, I know that no words can comfort
you for the loss of your loved ones. The passage
of time will never erode the place they hold
in your hearts. But let us move beyond our
sorrow and anger to find joy in the memories
of those we honor here. Let us give thanks
for the lives they lived, find inspiration in all
they achieved, and together strive to realize the
shining dreams they left behind. Let us unite
the community of civilized nations to stand up
for freedom and stand against the scourge of
terrorist violence.

BILL CLINTON

NOTE: This message was read by Assistant to the
President for National Security Affairs Anthony
Lake at the October 23 commemoration for vic-
tims of terrorism. It was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on October 18 but
was not issued as a White House press release.

VerDate 29-OCT-99 11:11 Nov 17, 1999 Jkt 010199 PO 00001 Frm 00820 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 C:\96PUBP~2\PAP_TEXT txed01 PsN: txed01


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T12:46:52-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




