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Oct. 11 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

The White House,
October 11, 1996.

NOTE: S. 39, approved October 11, was assigned
Public Law No. 104–297.

Statement on Signing the Health Centers Consolidation Act of 1996
October 11, 1996

Today I am pleased to sign into law S. 1044,
the ‘‘Health Centers Consolidation Act of 1996.’’
This bill will ensure that millions of the Nation’s
most vulnerable citizens continue to have access
to high-quality, affordable, community-based,
and family-focused primary and preventive
health care services.

The bill reauthorizes and consolidates four
Federal health primary care and prevention pro-
grams: community health centers, migrant health
centers, health care for the homeless, and health
care for residents of public housing programs.
By empowering communities to design and de-
velop their own local solutions to their health
care access problems, this legislation will help
to improve the health status of our Nation’s
medically underserved, low-income populations.
The Nation’s health centers, comprised of over
700 organizations and 2,100 service delivery
sites, provides health care services to almost 8
million people annually. They act as the safety
net for millions of people who are disproportion-
ately poor and have inadequate or no health
insurance.

Another important feature of S. 1044 is the
establishment of a new Federal loan guarantee
program to support the development and oper-
ation of managed care networks. Health centers
across the country have come to recognize the
critical importance of forming or being a part
of integrated, managed care health systems. As

the delivery of health care moves toward man-
aged care arrangements, particularly for the
Medicaid population, health centers must be
able to participate in these arrangements in
order to continue to ensure access to health
care services for medically underserved individ-
uals. The new loan guarantee program will assist
the health centers to function effectively in this
changing environment.

The bill will also reinforce the policies of this
Administration to streamline Federal programs.
It will consolidate grants without decreasing
services, thereby easing the burden on commu-
nities applying for assistance and reducing the
Federal cost of administering these programs.

In signing this legislation today, I underscore
this Administration’s commitment to address the
needs of medically underserved inner city and
rural areas. The programs reauthorized by S.
1044 will play a critical role in ensuring access
to cost-effective, high-quality preventive and pri-
mary health care services and improving the
health status of the Nation’s most vulnerable
populations.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
October 11, 1996.

NOTE: S. 1044, approved October 11, was as-
signed Public Law No. 104–299.

Statement on Signing the Navajo-Hopi Land Dispute Settlement Act
of 1996
October 11, 1996

Today I am pleased to sign into law S. 1973,
an Act that will help resolve a century-old dis-
pute between the Hopi Tribe and the Navajo
Nation over the use of Hopi Reservation Land
in northern Arizona.

This bill will implement a settlement reached
last December after 5 years of negotiation
among the Navajo families that live on Hopi
land, the Hopi Tribe, the Navajo Nation, and
the United States. This historic settlement con-
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stitutes a courageous step by the people of two
honorable tribes toward coexistence in peace
and mutual respect.

The settlement is a consensual resolution of
an age-old problem. It creates a way for Navajo
families now residing on Hopi land to lawfully
remain at the homesites where their families
have lived for many generations. At the same
time, it preserves the Hopi Tribe’s right to exer-
cise jurisdiction over its land. It is based on
principles of self-determination for the Tribes
and human dignity for all tribal members. With
this settlement, both tribes now will be able
to devote their efforts and resources to impor-
tant educational, health, and economic develop-
ment programs for the Navajo and Hopi people.

The settlement was achieved only through the
concerted efforts of many people. I take this
opportunity to express appreciation in particular
to Hopi Tribal Chairman Ferrell Secakuku and
Navajo Nation President Albert Hale for their
commitment to a peaceful resolution. I also wish
to thank the Navajo residents of the Hopi Parti-
tioned Lands—who have dedicated countless

hours to negotiating these difficult issues. Fur-
ther thanks are in order for the residents and
the State and local governmental representatives
of Arizona who have worked with the negoti-
ating teams, and to the Department of the Inte-
rior. Finally, I want to acknowledge the role
of the Department of Justice, which took the
lead for the United States in these negotiations.

This bipartisan bill and the historic settlement
it ratifies give us great cause for hope. The
Navajo and the Hopi have embarked upon a
course of reconciliation concerning an issue—
religious and historical claims to land—that has
led to disharmony in other places across the
globe. We should build upon this success as
we plan for a future together based on coopera-
tion and mutual respect.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
October 11, 1996.

NOTE: S. 1973, approved October 11, was as-
signed Public Law No. 104–301.

The President’s Radio Address
October 12, 1996

The President. Good morning. Today is Co-
lumbus Day, marking the day an Italian explorer
came upon the New World. It’s a day that holds
special significance and much pride for Italian-
Americans, Spanish- and Hispanic-Americans,
and all Americans who dare to dream and reach
for new horizons. All of these people have
shaped who we are, and today we all celebrate
their contributions.

We can only imagine the beauty of the land
the explorers found. In the centuries since as
we grew, our environment and resources often
paid a price. Some have been depleted, de-
stroyed, endangered, and some, thankfully, have
been preserved, restored, and replenished. This
doesn’t just happen. Every generation must work
to ensure that the next generation can enjoy
the blessings of America in clean air and pure
water. We must work to pass upon to our chil-
dren the Earth that God gave us.

In just a few moments, I’ll sign into law a
bill to help us protect our environment, the

Water Resources Development Act. And with
me here in the Oval Office is someone who
has devoted much of his life to a better environ-
ment, our Vice President, Al Gore. I’d like him
to tell you what this bill will do.

[At this point, Vice President Gore explained
that the bill would advance the administration’s
commitment to save the Everglades and Florida
Bay by ensuring clean and abundant water,
strengthening the relationship between the Fed-
eral Government and the State of Florida, and
giving the Army Corps of Engineers new tools
and authority to protect the Nation’s water re-
sources.]

The President. Thank you, Mr. Vice President.
This new law reflects our commitment to

manage wisely our Nation’s water resources and
preserve the environment even as we balance
the budget, but our work is not done. Today
I am also announcing my intention to sign the
parks bill which Congress has approved. This
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