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And I’m going to do whatever I can to advance
it.

Middle East Peace Process
Q. Mr. Prime Minister, when do you think

you’ll pull your occupation troops out of the
Golan Heights and Lebanon?

Prime Minister Netanyahu. Well, you didn’t
waste any time. [Laughter] First of all, let me
say that I’m delighted to be here with President
Clinton and Vice President Gore and Secretary
Christopher.

We’ve renewed our commitment to achieving
peace with the Palestinians and with the Syrians.
I think that we’ve been greatly assisted by Presi-
dent Clinton and his staff in resuming the nego-
tiations with the Palestinians. It’s not an easy
road ahead, but it’s one we’re committed to
and we’ll pursue it. And I went over the notes
of the conversation that I had with President
Clinton a few months ago here, and we’ve pretty
much done what we set out to do, again, with

the support—I think the very important support
of the United States.

I hope to have the same kind of support
as we seek to resume the peace talks with the
Syrians. And in fact, we’re enjoying American
assistance, and so far we’re awaiting the Syrian
response.

Q. Where do both of you see the process
going with, first, with the Palestinians, and with
the Syrians?

Prime Minister Netanyahu. Mr. President.
The President. Well, that’s what we’re going

to talk about.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:50 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Dore Gold, Policy Adviser to Prime
Minister Netanyahu; Israeli Ambassador to the
United States Eliahu Ben-Elissar; and Chairman
Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Authority. A tape
was not available for verification of the content
of these remarks.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With Prime Minister John Bruton of Ireland
and an Exchange With Reporters
September 9, 1996

The President. I’m delighted to have the
Taoiseach here today and a good day: The talks
began again today. Senator Mitchell is over in
Belfast, and I just want to talk to him about
where we go from here.

Also, I want to note that Ireland is assuming
the Presidency of the European Union, and we
have a lot of common interests there, a lot of
things we have to work on together, including
our common interest in the worldwide fight
against narcotics trafficking, and so we’ll have
lots to talk about, and I’m glad to have you
here, sir.

Prime Minister Bruton. Thanks very much,
indeed. Well, the talks have gotten off to a
very good start in Belfast today. Obviously, we’d
like to see an IRA cease-fire, because as long
as the threat of violence is there, the negotia-
tions are not going to work as fully as they
need to.

Also, I’ll be awaiting the opportunity to talk
to the President about European Union busi-
ness. As the President has said, we need to

cooperate to combat drug trafficking, and we
also need, I think, more business cooperation
between Europe and North America, and the
United States in particular, and I have certain
ideas I’ll be putting forth to the President on
that matter.

Northern Ireland Peace Process
Q. Mr. President, at this point, do you really

see any advance in the talks? I know they start-
ed in June, but it doesn’t really seem like
they’ve gone very far.

The President. I would go back to what the
Prime Minister said: We’d like to see a cease-
fire restored. But I think that actually, we do
have a chance to make some progress in these
talks, and that’s one of the things we’re going
to talk about here.

We’re always better off when they’re talking
than when they’re not, and I can see cir-
cumstances under which we can make some real
progress there if we got one or two good breaks,
so we’re going to keep working.
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[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

Prime Minister Bruton’s Visit
The President. Let me just, first of all, wel-

come you all here and say that I am deeply
honored, as always, to have the Taoiseach here,
coming especially as he does today as the talks
have opened again in Belfast. I’m looking for-
ward to hearing his ideas about where we go
from here and any suggestions he has about
how the United States can help.

I also want to talk about the work we can
do together, as Ireland assumes the Presidency
of the European Union, on international nar-
cotics trafficking and any number of other
issues. I have a very, very high regard for the
Prime Minister for his leadership for what he
has tried to do for the cause of peace in North-
ern Ireland, and I’m really looking forward to
having this chance to visit with him.

Prime Minister Bruton. Thank you very much.
Obviously, I’ll be updating the President on the
talks in Belfast, which have gotten off to a very
good start today. It’s important that they should
move as quickly as possible to discussing the
substantial issues that they were set up to deal
with, having dealt with the procedure and ques-
tions, which are very important but which I
think can be dealt with quite quickly at this
point.

Also, I will be talking to the President in
my capacity as President of the European Union
and putting forward some ideas to him on closer
business cooperation across the North Atlantic.
And I will also be anxious to bring to agreement
proposals that are in discussion about closer co-
operation to combat the international drugs
trade, both in the Caribbean area and in regard
to what are known as precursors, which are
chemicals which are used in the manufacture
of drugs. I think we need cooperation between
the European Union and the United States if
we’re to combat this menace at its source.

Northern Ireland Peace Process
Q. Mr. President, if I may ask you, sir, Mike

McCurry told us today that you chose to be
optimistic about the prospects for peace. Can
you tell us how you can possibly be optimistic
at the moment and how optimistic you might
be, for instance, of a new IRA cease-fire?

The President. Well, I want to talk to the
Prime Minister about that. I think there should

be a restoration of the cease-fire so that every-
one who needs to be in the talks can be a
part of them. But the thing that makes me opti-
mistic is the clear interest that the people, all
the people in Northern Ireland have in a suc-
cessful resolution of this and their evident desire
for it, which I saw so clearly last year.

And of course, unfortunately the people have
already paid a price this year in the fact that
when the cease-fire was lost and things seemed
to be drifting in the wrong direction, it was
costly in terms of tourists, in terms of business
investment.

So I just believe that we’re still on the right
side of history, and I can also see the develop-
ment of events in a way that would make it
possible for us to make some real progress. But
they’re just beginning. I have a lot of confidence
in Senator Mitchell and the team there, but
mostly I believe the people of Northern Ireland
want peace, and I think the determination of
the Irish Government and also the British Gov-
ernment, Prime Minister Major’s government,
to try to work to create conditions in which
peace can be developed, I think those things
make me optimistic.

Prime Minister Bruton. I’d like to add, if I
may, that I think it’s very important that we
do have an IRA cease-fire, because we’re not
going to have a truly heartfelt and enduring
agreement as long as the threat of violence con-
tinues.

Q. Mr. President, do you believe that the
loyalist parties should now be excluded from
the talks process, as demanded by Dr. Paisley
today?

The President. I can’t say that. I think that
the only position I’ve taken on this whole thing
is that the cease-fire ought to be restored for
full participation of all of the parties. I don’t
want to get into that.

I think that the people who are there on
the ground are perfectly capable of making their
decisions. I think on balance, what we want
is the largest number of people possible who
will be affected by this in the end participating,
and I think that that’s what we should look
for. But I don’t think——

President’s Travel Plans
Q. Do you anticipate going back to Ireland,

Mr. President, in December?
Q. Mr. President, will you make the golf

match with Dick Spring this time?
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The President. I’ll do my very best. Only an
intervening circumstance stopped me last time.
I hope I can come back and do it. He wants
the privilege of beating me on the home soil,
and I suppose I’ll have to let him do that some-
day.

Q. Are you definitely coming to Dublin in
December?

The President. I don’t know yet.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:25 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to George J. Mitchell, Special Adviser
to the President and the Secretary of State on
Economic Initiatives for Ireland; and Deputy
Prime Minister Richard Spring of Ireland. A re-
porter referred to Ian Paisley, Northern Ireland
Democratic Unionist Party leader. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks in a Roundtable Discussion on Welfare Reform in Kansas City,
Missouri
September 10, 1996

The President. Let me thank you, Clyde and
Gayle and Congresswoman McCarthy and
Mayor Cleaver, and to all of you who have come
here. I was with some of you back in 1994
to talk about what Missouri was doing, and I
wanted to come back because, as all of you
know, the welfare system is about to change
nationwide. And I have worked very hard in
the last 4 years to help people move from wel-
fare to work. There are nearly 2 million fewer
people on welfare today than there were the
day I became President. And we’ve done it by
working with States and giving them waivers
from Federal rules.

But this new welfare reform law fundamen-
tally changes the bargain. It basically says, we
will continue to guarantee to every person on
welfare health care, food for the children and
the family, child care if they go to work, but
what used to come in the monthly check will
now be given to the State either to continue
as a monthly check or to be used in some other
way to move into the workplace.

And the States have to meet very stiff require-
ments on getting jobs for people. And I’m con-
vinced that the only way the States are going
to be able to really move large numbers of peo-
ple to work in a short time is with a partnership
with the private sector, doing what Missouri has
done, using what used to be the welfare check
or a food stamp check as an income supplement
to a private employer who can then engage in
training and work, and do what you’ve done.

I’m going over to speak to the Southern Gov-
ernors’ Association, which Governor Carnahan

is hosting here, to talk to these Governors about
what they have to do now. But before I do,
I wanted to come back here and listen to all
of you and thank you, those of you who have
moved from welfare to work, and thank the
employers for being involved in this program
but also to emphasize to the American people
and to the press and, through them, to the
American people what has to happen next.

As I’ve said repeatedly, the whole debate on
welfare in Washington was largely a political de-
bate until this law was signed. And I’m sure
when you read in the newspaper or saw on
the evening news some of the things that were
said, it didn’t strike you as particularly real,
based on your own experience; it’s just—a lot
of it was politics.

But the politics is over now. The law’s
changed, and the States and the communities
now have a responsibility to create a story like
yours for every able-bodied person on welfare
in America. That’s basically what this law says.
And we’ve got to have help from employers,
or we can’t make it. So it’s very exciting to
me.

And let me just make one other point about
this. I really believe—and that’s why I wanted
you to have a chance to tell your story to the
country, thanks to the help of these people who
are with us here—I really believe that what we
should want for people who hit a rough spot
in their life and don’t have much income is
what we want for all American families: What
we want is for people to be able to succeed
in raising their children and to be able to suc-
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