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of law but to afford it. My balanced budget
plan helps unemployed people keep their health
insurance for 6 months. Our balanced budget
plan helps families with members with Alz-
heimer’s they're caring for get some respite care.
Our balanced budget plan says, among other
things, that a mother cannot be forced to leave
a hospital in sooner than 48 hours after a baby
is born. And I think we have to build on the
family and medical leave law. I think we ought
to let people have just a little time off—not
a lot, no time for abuse—but a little time off
not only for a medical emergency, not only for
the birth of a child but to take their children
to regular doctor’s appointments and to see the
teacher once in a great while.

We can’t be a strong community unless we
have a strong environment. Fifty million Ameri-
cans are breathing cleaner air than 4 years ago.
We've cleaned out more toxic waste dumps in
the last 3 years than in the previous 12. We
passed the Safe Drinking Water Act, the pes-
ticide protection act. We upgraded the standards
for safe meat and poultry. We're moving in the
right direction, but we have to do more. And
I'll be saying more about this later today, but
we need to clean up at least two-thirds of the
toxic waste dumps in this country in the next
4 years. We have delayed it long enough.

Let me say again, we have to do these things
consistent with our values. We will not be one
community if in the name of balancing the
budget we give a tax cut that requires us to
cut Medicare, stop Medicaid’s commitment to
families with members with disabilities. I
thought Christopher Reeve was so moving at
the Democratic Convention the other night. But
let me tell you, he’s right about research. We're
going to spend more on research, $1 billion
more, because it’s important. We have doubled
the life expectancy for people with AIDS or
HIV infection in just the last 4 years, doubled
it because of research. We may be able to ex-
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The President.
so much.

Thank you. Thank you

tend their lives indefinitely in good, quality ways
because of research.

We are about to build a computer with IBM,
a supercomputer, because of research, that will
do more calculations in a minute than a person
with a hand-held calculator could do in 30,000
years. That is what we're getting out of research.
He’s right. But he’s also right—when Chris-
topher Reeve said to me—and I thank these
people here for coming to be with us today—
Christopher Reeve said, “You know, you've got
to make that fight on Medicaid. You can’t let
them take away Medicaid because not everybody
who gets hurt like me has been an actor, has
made a good living. And even people like me
can go broke. Middle class families deserve the
right to keep working and caring for their family
members.”

So, folks, if you believe we're all in this fight
together, if you agree with the First Lady that
it takes a village and were all part of it, if
you believe that America’s best days are ahead,
if you want to stay on the right track to the
21st century, will you help us for the next 70
days?

Audience members. Yes!

The President. And will you help us for the
next 4 years?

Audience members. Yes!

The President. Thank you, and God bless you
all. Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 12:10 p.m. at the
Old Train Depot. In his remarks, he referred to
Kathy Bloch, coordinator, Calhoun County To-
bacco Reduction Coalition; Mark Schauer, can-
didate for Michigan House of Representatives;
Kim Tunnicliff, candidate for Michigan’s Seventh
Congressional ~ District; James J. Blanchard,
former Governor of Michigan and former U.S.
Ambassador to Canada; and Reverend Albert
Thomas, Jr., pastor, Second Missionary Baptist
Church, Battle Creek.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

1399



Aug. 28 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

The President. Thank you. Thank you all for
being here and for your wonderful reception.
Thank you all way over here in the corner for
being here in big numbers, and back here. I
think we should begin by thanking the Western
Michigan University Band. They've been won-
derful to us today, and we thank you. Thank
you very much.

I want to thank Mayor Barbara Larson and
the city and county officials who welcomed us
here. I brought a lot of distinguished
Michiganders with me: Congressman Bart Stu-
pak and his wife, Laurie, from the Upper Penin-
sula; former Governor Blanchard, also our
former Ambassador to Canada; Frank Garrison,
the president of the AFL-CIO in Michigan;
your attorney general, Frank Kelley; and many
others. I know that before I came here there
was another program. I thank Beverly Moore
for emceeing it. I thank Linda Comer for what
she said and for being a teacher. I thank Tim
Eder of the National Wildlife Federation, Michi-
gan chapter—that’s a very important group and
a very important part of our commitment to
the environment in the future; your congres-
sional candidate, Clarence Annen. I'd also like
to recognize a Paralympian who is here from
your community, a medal winner in the national
goal ball team, Sherry Gordon. Congratulations,
Sherry. Where are you? There she is. Bless you.
Congratulations.

I know that I'm in Comstock Township, right?
So I'd like to thank the supervisor, Joe
VanBruggen, for welcoming us here. And T'd
like to thank Kristi Carabula, the county Demo-
cratic chair, who helped to get a lot of you
here. I thank her.

I'd like to thank the community members who
are here behind me. First, I want to recognize
Representative Ed LaForge. Thank you, Ed, for
being here with us. I see you've got some signs
here.

I want to thank these young people who are
here with me today: the Comstock Boy Scout
and Cub Scout Troop and Pack 221; Brownie
Troop 624; the Comstock YWCA; community
citizen leaders; prime-time program representa-
tives; the Kalamazoo Recycle Rangers—I like
that; that sounds good—Kalamazoo Area Math
and Science Center; Vicksburg High School Ad-
venture Club and FFA; and the Kazoo School.
Thank you all for being here.

I want to thank my good friend Senator Carl
Levin for being here today and supporting the
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environment in general and for being America’s
number one fighter for the Great Lakes and
uniform quality standards for the Great Lakes
water. By the way, I'm sure you all know we've
still got some work to do on that, so we can
use 6 more years of Carl Levin to finish our
work on the Great Lakes.

I want to thank Katie McGinty, the Chair
of our Environmental Council in the White
House. She’s done a wonderful job on this and
many others things. And most of all, T want
to thank Mary Brown and her grandson, Dan
Cook. Now, to give you some idea in what hap-
pens to you when you're young, as opposed to
when youre old, I asked Dan Cook how old
he was, and he said, “I'm 10.” And I looked
at him, and I said, “Now, Dan, are you 10?”
He said, “Well, I'm almost 10.” [Laughter] Well,
I'm almost 49, too—[laughter]—in the reverse
direction. There aren’t many young people his
age who could have spoken so well and so force-
fully. Didn’t he do a good job? Thank you very,
very much, Dan. And thank you, Mary Brown,
for your lifetime of commitment to the quality
of the environment in your State and your area.

Folks, you know, I've been on this train the
last couple of days going through the heartland
of America from West Virginia to Kentucky, to
Ohio, to Michigan. Leaving you, I'm going on
now to Michigan City, Indiana, and then I will
fly to Chicago. I've been on this train for two
reasons. First, I wanted to see people like you
in the heartland of America, the people that
really make this country go, the people I've been
working for and fighting for for 4 years. But
I also wanted to make the point that our train
and our country are both on the right track
to the 21st century.

For 4 years, I have pursued a very straight-
forward strategy based on a vision of what our
country ought to be like. When all these chil-
dren who are in this audience spend most of
their life in a new century, the world will be
so different from the world people my age grew
up in, different in how we work and live and
relate to each other, very different in how we
relate to the rest of the world, vastly, vastly
increased opportunities and significant new chal-
lenges. And T want us to go into that next cen-
tury with every child in this country having the
opportunity to live up to his or her God-given
potential and live out their dreams. And I be-
lieve you want that, too.
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In order to do that, our country has to create
more opportunity and receive more responsi-
bility from all of our citizens. That’s the basic
bargain of America. Our country has to remain
the world’s strongest force for peace and free-
dom and prosperity. And I appreciate what
Mary said about our role in the world. It's im-
portant for America to lead the world. It's im-
portant for Americans that we do. And most
of all, our country has to come together as one
community.

All over the world—this morning, as I do
every morning, I started my work day with a
review of the situation in the rest of the world.
And T thought to myself, how much time have
I spent as President dealing with problems cre-
ated because other people could not get along
and because they insisted on looking down on
people that lived on the same piece of land
they did because they had a different race, a
different ethnic group, a different religion, they
were of a different tribe? It happens in Africa
and Rwanda and Burundi. It has consumed the
Middle East for decades. It has consumed
Northern Ireland for longer than that. It has
rooted and caused butchery and slaughter in
Bosnia we have worked so hard to end.

Why do people do this? What is special about
America? We say, this is not a country about
race. This is not a country about religion. This
is a country where, if you believe in the Con-
stitution, the Bill of Rights, the Declaration of
Independence, if you are willing to show up
tomorrow and be a good citizen, it doesn’t mat-
ter whatever else is special or unique or dif-
ferent about you; we're stronger for your dif-
ference; we're going forward together. And we
have to have that commitment.

Now, we manifest that commitment in many
different ways. I was so moved at our conven-
tion in Chicago when Christopher Reeve talked
about his tragic accident and his determination
to overcome it. And he reminded us that we
not only have to continue to invest in research
to try to find answers to the problems that beset
us, we also need to deal humanely and decently
with people who have difficulties.

Christopher Reeve came to see me in the
White House, and he said, “Mr. President, I
am so glad you fought to stop Congress from
destroying the Medicaid program and ending
its guarantee to the elderly in nursing homes,
to poor children, and to people who have dis-
abilities, because not everybody who gets a dis-

ability is a wealthy person. And even wealthy
people can be driven into poverty. And if it
weren’t for Medicaid, middle class families
wouldn’t be able to maintain their lifestyles.”
That’s a part of our community.

I have to tell you, when Tipper Gore was
talking last night, I was proud of the fact that
my friend and the Vice President’s wife has spo-
ken up for 20 years to try to protect our chil-
dren from unhealthful, indeed, affirmatively
harmful cultural influences that will make it
more difficult for them to be successful people.
That’s a part of our community, trying to make
it more possible for parents to transmit their
own values, not somebody else’s commercially
driven values, to the children of our country.
I was proud of that.

And I was proud when my wife spoke last
night at the convention and pointed out that
we have been very fortunate in our lives. We've
always had jobs where we could take time off
when Chelsea needed us, but other working
families need that same time off.

We've always had the best sort of health in-
surance. And I was there when Chelsea was
born in the delivery room and when we took
her home, but Hillary had the need to stay
in the hospital a little extra time. And it’s wrong
for women and their newborn babies to be
thrown out of the hospital after a day if theyre
not ready to go home. They ought to be able
to stay longer. That's a part of our community.

We've had a good week in Washington right
before we left for this convention. A lot of
things were done that will create more oppor-
tunity, give us a chance to have more responsi-
bility, and bring us together in a community.
The minimum wage went up for 10 million peo-
ple. Ninety percent of the small businesses in
this country got a tax cut. We made it possible
for people in small businesses to save for their
retirement and for employees in small busi-
nesses to keep their retirement when they move
from job to job. That’s all important.

We gave people a tax credit of $5,000—and
more if there is a disability involved—if they
will adopt children. There are hundreds of thou-
sands of children out there in this country that
need good homes. We did that. That was good.

We made 25 million Americans safer in their
health care because we said you can’t be denied
health insurance anymore just because some-
body in your family has been sick or because
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you changed jobs. That was a good thing for
America.

We also passed the Safe Drinking Water Act
and the pesticide protection act to help improve
the public health and the environment. And that
was a great thing for America.

That's what I've come here to talk to you
about today. We cannot go forward together as
a country, a country where it works for all of
us, unless we have a shared commitment to
protect the environment. And unless we want
to protect everybody’s environment, in the end,
no matter how wealthy and powerful we are,
the quality of our lives will be undermined.

[At this point, an audience member required
medical attention.]

The President. Do you need a doctor over
there? Are you okay? Over here? Where’s my
medical team? We've got to have somebody.

Now, you think about that. It doesn’t mat-
ter—I don’t care if you have got a billion dollars,
if you live in America, in the end, the quality
of your life will be undermined unless we save
the environment for everybody. We all have an
interest in clean air and safe water and safe
food and in preserving our national treasures.

I can tell you this, compared to 4 years ago,
there are tens of millions of people in America
breathing cleaner air. We've cleaned up more
toxic waste sites in 3 years than the previous
administrations did in 12.

We have revamped the meat and poultry in-
spection standards of this country for the first
time in literally decades. We are moving in the
right direction. We saved our national parks
from an ill-advised congressional attempt to sell
off some of them and underfund them. And
that was a good thing.

We saved Yellowstone, our Nation’s first and
great national treasure as a park, from the rav-
ages of mining. And we are determined to do
the same thing and save the Everglades in Flor-
ida. That's important to all of us.

We have kicked dozens and dozens of dan-
gerous chemicals out of the marketplace and
quickly replaced them with safer substitutes. We
have increased community’s right to know about
what is in their community and what kinds of
chemicals they are exposed to.

All these things are important, and they mat-
ter. And we’re better off because of them.
We've also changed the way we do a lot of
our environmental work. Weve streamlined
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rules and regulations, challenged businesses and
communities to come together and stop fighting.
We've emphasized results, not punishments and
regulations. We are proving that you don’t have
to choose between a healthy environment and
a healthy economy.

In Michigan, we have worked very closely
with the autoworkers in the Big Three to de-
velop a clean car that will get 3 times the mile-
age of the average car today for the 21st century
in a way that will put money in the pockets
of American consumers, increase the quality of
our environment, and maintain the dominance
of our auto industry in the world for decades
to come. If we can succeed in the clean car,
it will be a major step forward for the cleanness
of our environment and for the security of the
work right here in Michigan.

But we have more to do. You all know we
have more to do. You heard Mary’s story of
the work that is represented by this beautiful
water behind us. And you know that a lot of
these battles are won block by block, day by
day. Carl Levin has been working on the Great
Lakes for a very long time, block by block, day
by day, not just lake by lake, section by section.
This is hard work. And we have more to do.

I want an America, in the year 2000, where
no child should have to live near a toxic waste
dump, where no parent should have to worry
about the safety of a child’s glass of water, and
no neighborhood should be put in harm’s way
by pollution from a nearby factory.

Today I am calling for a new national commit-
ment to help protect all communities from toxics
by the year 2000. First, I am determined that
finally we clean up the toxic waste sites that
scar our landscape and threaten our neighbor-
hoods.

When I came into office, I vowed to strength-
en and improve the Superfund’s cleanups. In
the last 3 years—in the last 3 years, not counting
this year—we have cleaned up 197 toxic waste
sites, more than in the previous 12 years. We're
doing 3 times more a year than were done be-
fore.

And we have done it while reducing the costs
of these cleanups. The Kalamazoo River here
is going to be cleaned up by polluters under
your State’s Superfund law. And some of the
cleanup has not begun. But we have to keep
working on this. We cannot slow down. We
need to speed up the pace. These Superfund
sites have been out there too long. And the
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longer theyre there, the more danger there is
that damage will be done. We must speed up
the pace.

I am here in Michigan because 10 million
American children under the age of 12 live with-
in 4 miles of a toxic waste dump. And an excep-
tional percentage of the children who live there
are children from the State of Michigan. Michi-
gan has more at stake in this initiative than
any other State, but every State’s children are
affected by our success. We must press ahead.

Today we must commit our Nation’s will-
power and resources to meet a clear goal. In
the next 4 years, we will clean up another 500
toxic waste sites, nearly double the pace of the
Superfund cleanups. And by the year 2000, we
will clean up two-thirds—the two-thirds worst
toxic waste dumps in the country. We will get
them out of the neighborhoods where the chil-
dren live. We will do it.

[An audience member required medical atten-
tion. ]

The President. We need another medical team
over here. We need some water and my medical
team over here, wherever they are. Here we

0.

Let me also say that our cities are full of
what we call brownfields, urban toxic waste sites.
We have proved that they can be cleaned up
and turned into homes for safe businesses that
create jobs in areas that thought that they would
never get any new jobs again. The most impor-
tant thing that I am working on with the mayors
of America today is cleaning up these
brownfields so we can create jobs in the city.
Again I tell you, good environmental policy is
good for the economy. It creates jobs. It creates
a future for America, and we have to be pre-
pared to do it.

We must bring the full force of law to bear
on polluters who are willfully jeopardizing the
safety of our people. I am going to send to
Congress an environmental crimes bill to make
it a crime to attempt to pollute, that will give
us the power to catch polluters before they poi-
son the land. The bill will increase penalties
for those who intentionally pump toxics into our
neighborhoods where our children will be ex-
posed. And it will enable us to hit polluters
where it hurts. It will give prosecutors the power
to freeze polluters’ assets and require them to
clean up their messes. That is perhaps the most
important thing of all.

We're also going to expand our community
right-to-know law to make more information,
practical information, available to families easier
and faster. Right-to-know will protect you here
in communities like Kalamazoo because you can
find out what’s dangerous to your families. Once
there is a right-to-know law, companies think
twice about what they do. In the decades since
we've passed the first one, businesses have re-
ported reducing toxic emission by 43 percent.
Right-to-know works. Don’t be fooled about it;
it makes a big difference.

I have ordered the Environmental Protection
Agency to give local environmental information
to communities—including putting it on-line
where it will be handy to computers—in one
place by the year 2000, so that a parent could
go to the local library or go to a school or
just turn on a computer and immediately find
out the chemicals in your community to which
your children are exposed. That is a powerful
early warning system, and it will help grassroots
environmental activism clean the environment
even more.

Finally, let me say, we have to take further
steps to stop toxics from getting into our drink-
ing water. I signed an Executive order that di-
rects every Federal agency that’s appropriate to
join in our effort to crack down on those who
would poison the waters and make them pay
to clean it up. I want to see to it that Congress
fully funds the Safe Drinking Water Act we
just signed into law last month.

And in particular, I've made a commitment
in my balanced budget plan to work with Carl
Levin and others to continue to improve the
quality of the Great Lakes. We've worked hard
to carry out the Great Lakes water quality initia-
tive, which Senator Levin did so much to bring
about, and we’ll keep right on doing it.

We are blessed with magnificent natural re-
sources. Every time our family goes on vacation
in a National Park, I thank God again for the
good fortune of being an American and for all
the blessings we've been given just by the grace
of God. But Tl tell you, we've been given it;
its up to us to do the right things with it.

We have learned some fundamental things.
Not only do you not have to hurt the economy
to protect the environment—what difference
does it make if you have money if you don’t
have clean water, clean air, a good natural envi-
ronment, safe food, and a good public health
system?
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And finally, we now know that this is not
a negative thing. We now know that one of
the most effective ways to create good, high-
wage jobs in the 21Ist century is to invest in
research, in technology, and in protecting the
environment. That is the direction we're going
to take, and that will keep us right on track
for the 21st century.

Thank you, and God bless you. Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:30 p.m. at Merrill
Park. In his remarks, he referred to Beverly
Moore, former mayor of Kalamazoo; Linda
Comer, principal, Lincoln Magnet School; Ed
LaForge, Michigan State representative; and
Mary Brown, former Michigan State representa-
tive.
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The President. Thank you. Thank you. Wow!
Thank you.

Audience members. Four more years! Four
more years! Four more years!

The President. Thank you. Thank you so
much. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you, citi-
zens of Indiana and Michigan and Illinois.
Thank you all for being here.

You know, folks, last night I called your Gov-
ernor, Evan Bayh, to tell him two things. The
first thing I said is, “I loved your speech. Thank
you for speaking for America and for what we
did.” But the second thing I said was, “You
know, Evan, I was just in East Lansing, Michi-
gan, and we had over 20,000 people there.”
And T knew if I said that we’d have 30,000
people in Michigan City today. And sure
enough, we did.

Mayor Brillson, thank you for your welcome
to the city, and thank you for your leadership.
The mayor told me on the way in here that
she’d only been mayor 8 months, but she is
not only the mayor, she is the mother of six
wonderful children who are down here. And
I figure anybody who can raise six kids can
do any job in America, including President. And
I'm glad she’s here.

You know, I was interested to hear the mayor
say it's been 97 years since a President has
been to Michigan City. All T can say is the
rest of them didn't know what they were miss-
ing. I'm glad to be here. Thank you.

I thank your Congressman, Tim Roemer, for
his leadership in the House of Representatives
to prove that the Democratic Party can lead
America into the future, that we can be respon-
sible with your money, we can be strong for
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your economy, we can be tough on crime, but
we can still have a heart for those who need
the heart of America that are too often left
behind and forgotten. Thank you, Tim Roemer.

I want to thank Lieutenant Governor Frank
O’Bannon and his wife, Judy, for being here
with me. And I want to tell you something,
folks, each year the job of the Governor gets
a little more important. If you watched our con-
vention, you know there’s a lot of discussion
about the welfare reform bill that I signed. Let
me tell you this. I want you to understand just
how important this decision is for Governor in
Indiana.

In the welfare reform bill, we said, look, we’ve
reduced the welfare rolls by a million and a
half by working with the States to move people
from welfare to work. We think we can go all
the way. We can take 800,000 kids and mothers
off welfare tomorrow if we just got people to
pay the child support they owe. And so we
changed the law to do that. So we said, here
is the new deal. We're going to have national
protection for the medical care for poor people
and their children. We're going to have national
protection for the nutritional needs of poor peo-
ple and their children. We're going to have a
national program that guarantees child care so
when people go to work, even if theyre in lower
wage jobs—from welfare to work—they won't
have to worry about their kids. Theyll be able
to pay for child care. But we said, we're going
to take the money that used to be in the check
itself, the Federal and the State money, and
give that money to the States, and then the
States will have to design a program that will
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