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for people to obtain forms and get immigration
information by telephone or computer.

3) Working with Local Officials and Commu-
nity-Based Groups. We are working in partner-
ship with local officials and community groups
to expand outreach. I direct you to expand these
efforts to help get naturalization information to
people, assist them in filling out applications,
offer more local sites for interviews, especially
for the elderly and the homebound, and seek
other means to jointly facilitate the process. We
also will work to expand the availability of local
hotlines providing naturalization information.

4) English Training. To assist legal immigrants
to move toward citizenship, I request relevant
agencies to work with the Domestic Policy
Council, the National Economic Council, and
other White House offices to present to me
by December 30, 1996, a report making rec-
ommendations with respect to public/private ef-
forts to teach English to those needing to im-
prove their English-language skills. This report
should consider possible roles by private compa-
nies, educational institutions, unions, community
organizations, and the AmeriCorp program to
accomplish this goal.

5) Interagency Outreach. I direct each execu-
tive department and agency to take steps to
promote naturalization outreach consistent with
your agency’s mission. In particular, in materials
sent to welfare recipients concerning eligibility,

I direct that, to the extent authorized by law,
you include naturalization information.

6) Refugees and Asylees. Those who flee per-
secution and suffering in their home country
are often in the weakest position to acquire the
skills they need to enter the job market, main-
tain self-sufficiency, and achieve U.S. citizen-
ship. I direct the Secretary of Health and
Human Services, in conjunction with other
agencies as appropriate, to present to me by
December 30, 1996, through the Domestic Pol-
icy Council, a report setting out a strategy of
additional steps that we can take to promote
social adjustment in the United States, economic
self-sufficiency, and naturalization.

In taking these steps, this Administration shall
maintain and strengthen the standards and re-
quirements of the naturalization test that dem-
onstrate an individual’s readiness to accept the
responsibilities of citizenship and full participa-
tion in our national community. You are directed
to continue vigilant oversight to uphold these
standards.

Hundreds of thousands of people are seeking
the dream and the promise of American citizen-
ship. They have worked to become United
States citizens, and these steps should ensure
that they are not made to wait unnecessarily.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on August 23.

Memorandum on the Eligibility of Aliens for Food Stamps
August 22, 1996

Memorandum for the Secretary of Agriculture

Subject: Eligibility of Aliens for Food Stamps

Under the provisions of the Personal Respon-
sibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act
of 1996, which today I signed into law, aliens
receiving food stamps as of the date of enact-
ment will continue to receive benefits until re-
certification of their eligibility, which shall take
place not more than 1 year after enactment of
the law. The results of the certification, includ-
ing decisions as to an individual’s immigration
classification, veteran status, or work history, will
determine whether the individual remains eligi-

ble for benefits under the Food Stamp program.
Implementation of these new procedures will
pose a substantial challenge for all involved Fed-
eral and State agencies.

To ensure that eligibility determinations are
made fairly, accurately, and effectively, I direct
you to take the steps necessary under your au-
thority to permit the State agencies to extend
the certification periods of currently partici-
pating aliens, provided that no certification pe-
riod is extended to longer than 12 months, or
up to 24 months if all adult household members
are elderly or disabled, and provided that in
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no event shall certifications be extended beyond
August 22, 1997.

I further direct you to notify the States of
the actions you have taken.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on August 23.

Remarks Announcing the Final Rule To Protect Youth From Tobacco
August 23, 1996

Thank you very much. Thank you, Linda, for
your courage and your commitment to carry on
Victor’s legacy and your own crusade. Thank
you, Mr. Vice President, Secretary Shalala, Gen-
eral McCaffrey. I’d like to say a special word
of thanks to Commissioner Kessler and to Phil
Lee, the Assistant Secretary of HHS. In dif-
ferent ways they have a great triumph today.
Thank you, Dick Durbin, for being the first
Member of Congress ever to talk to me about
this issue. Thank you, Marty Meehan. Thank
you to my former colleagues, the attorneys gen-
eral. Mr. Kelley, I know you’re retiring this year
as the senior attorney general of America. And
we served together back in the dark ages, and
I can’t imagine a more fitting capstone to your
career than the fact that you’ve been a part
of this, and we thank you. Thank you, Mark
Green.

I thank all the medical professionals who are
here. I thank all the young people who are
here, including Anna Santiago and Neal Stewart
McSpadden, who came out here with us. I want
to say a special word of thanks to three Mem-
bers of Congress who are not here but who
deserve to be because of their work on this
issue, Senator Lautenberg of New Jersey, Sen-
ator Wellstone of Minnesota, and Congressman
Henry Waxman of California. Thank you, Joe
Califano, for beating on me about these issues
all these years we’ve been friends and long be-
fore I ever became President. Thank you, sir.
[Laughter]

Thank you, Dr. Koop, for everything you have
done to try to bring some sanity into the health
policy of this country. This has been a great
week for you; we had the Kassebaum-Kennedy
bill a couple of days ago and this today. Maybe
you can design an encore for us over the next
month or two. [Laughter] But you have been

a great force for good in this country, and we’re
grateful to you.

If I might, I’d like to say just a couple of
personal words to some people who really de-
serve an enormous amount of credit for this
decision. The Vice President was altogether too
modest and too restrained, but the first time
we began to discuss this was about the time
the FDA opened their inquiry. And he looked
at me and I looked at him, and I said, ‘‘Well,
you know what this might lead to?’’ And he
said, ‘‘I certainly hope so.’’ [Laughter] And I
said, ‘‘Well, you know’’—I shouldn’t say this,
this is our private conversation—I said, ‘‘You
know, it really isn’t an accident that nobody
else has ever tried to do this. It’s not an acci-
dent. This is not going to be one of those
freebies, you know.’’ [Laughter] And he began
to talk about his sister who died of lung cancer
and how much he loved his sister. We’ve had
so many conversations about his sister that—
not just about this, but about her life, the fact
that she was one of the very first Peace Corps
volunteers—that I feel almost that I know her
personally. And I could see in his eyes this de-
termination to redeem the promise of her won-
derful life.

And I would also like to thank Nancy Gore
Hunger’s husband, Frank Hunger, who now
serves as our Assistant Attorney General for the
civil division. Thank you for being here, Frank.
I know this is a great day for you.

I’d like to thank my wife, who has been talk-
ing to me about this issue for 20 years, and
my wonderful daughter, who convinced my
mother to quit smoking on her 8th birthday,
something I was never able to do.

So each of us has a personal journey here
that has brought us to this point. But today
we are here as a nation to try to help our
parents do a better job in raising their children

VerDate 29-OCT-99 11:11 Nov 17, 1999 Jkt 010199 PO 00001 Frm 00286 Fmt 1240 Sfmt 1240 C:\96PUBP~2\PAP_TEXT txed01 PsN: txed01


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T12:44:02-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




