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the tuition of every person who is starting in
community college for up to 2 years; if we said,
if you want to go to a 4-year school or to a
graduate program we would give you a tax de-
duction for the cost of tuition; if we did those
things, it wouldn’t be long before we would
see inequality diminishing, the American people
growing together the way we did after World
War 11, because the single most important ingre-
dient in opportunity for all responsible Ameri-
cans is having access to an adequate education
for the 21st century. That is a commitment I
think we ought to make together.

And let me just say this as I close: I ask
you to think about what you wanted your coun-
try to look like in the 21st century. I think
about it in terms of what I want America to
look like when my daughter is my age and has
her own children. I believe this country can
be greater than it is today. I believe our best
days are ahead. I believe if we can find a way
to deal with the security threats that face all
civilized people around the world and our prob-
lems here at home and if we can create oppor-

tunity for everybody who is willing to be respon-
sible and if we can come together across our
differences in a stronger community, that the
best days of this country are still ahead.

We can create opportunity for everybody who
is responsible enough to work for it. We can
build a stronger American community and revel
in our diversity. We can maintain our leadership
in the world. It all starts, however, with being
committed to organize ourselves the way this
community college is and being committed to
giving every single American citizen the kind
of opportunities that you celebrate here every
day.

Keep up the good work; support it. This is
not a partisan issue, it’s America’s future.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. in the
Quadrangle. In his remarks, he referred to Tracy
Tallent, graduate, and Tony Zeiss, president, Cen-
tral Piedmont Community College; and Harvey
Gantt, North Carolina senatorial candidate.

Statement on A&P Stores” Decision To Remove Cigarette Vending

Machines
July 10, 1996

Every year hundreds of millions of packs of
cigarettes are bought by children and adoles-
cents. In a 1995 survey, more than 90 percent
of 10th graders said it was “fairly easy” or “very
easy” to obtain cigarettes. That is why my ad-
ministration has proposed measures to reduce
significantly the unlawful sale of tobacco prod-
ucts to young people.

I am pleased to commend the American busi-
ness leaders who have also stepped up to the
plate to tackle this problem. Today Mr. James
Wood, chairman and CEO of A&P, and the
A&P board of directors have announced that
they will remove all cigarette vending machines

from their stores by the end of this month.
In doing so, they have responded to the chal-
lenge and taken responsibility for a problem ev-
eryone—parents, teachers, corporate leaders,
community leaders, and clergy—must overcome
together.

If more business leaders such as Mr. Wood
and companies such as A&P took this type of
decisive action and worked together with gov-
ernment, I am confident that we would achieve
dramatic success on our efforts to keep ciga-
rettes out of the hands of our children.
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