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We are going to discuss NATO enlargement
and a number of other things. As to that, I
want to emphasize that the United States se-
cured the agreement of our allies in NATO to
expand NATO, and we did it under cir-
cumstances where we agreed that we would fol-
low a certain deliberate process. We will do
that. We will probably take some further steps
on that when the ministerial meets in Decem-
ber. I’m certain that more action will be taken
there. But the important thing is that NATO
is going to expand and we’re going to do it
in a deliberate fashion, in an open fashion, as
we have said all along.

The second thing I’d like to say is I’m very
pleased with our present level of cooperation.
I appreciate the service of Polish troops in Bos-
nia. I appreciate the participation of Poland in
the Partnership For Peace. And our economic
relations are growing stronger every day, and
I’m very pleased with the level of investment
of the United States in Poland. I hope we will
be able to continue that.

I’d like to ask the President to make a state-
ment, and then we’ll answer your questions.

President Kwasniewski. Well, you understand
Polish a little bit, for after so many years in
the United States you speak English early.

[At this point, President Kwasniewski continued
speaking in Polish, and a translation was not
provided.]

Q. Mr. President, when are you going to say
who and when will be admitted as new mem-
bers of NATO?

President Clinton. Well, that’s what we’re
going to discuss in December. But I know it
is something that is sometimes perhaps frus-
trating to you, but you have to realize, NATO
is a group that operates together. And a NATO
pledge is a solemn pledge; it’s a security pledge.
And one of the ways that we have secured
agreement from all of our allies with all the
various factors involved to expand NATO is that
we have worked with them together in a very
deliberate fashion.

So our next meeting is in December. I think
further steps will be taken in December. And
I think that is what I should say at this point,
consistent with my obligation to them.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:31 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Dorothy Lamm, wife of Richard
Lamm. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.
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Thank you very much. Joseph and Tina
Chery, your son must have been a remarkable
young man to inspire such devotion and vision,
and we thank you. We thank you for your work,
and we thank you for your courage and heart
in being here today. And we thank you, too,
ma’am. Thank you very much.

Mr. Vice President, Secretary Rubin, Attorney
General Reno, Under Secretary Kelly, thank you
all for your good work. Senator Robb, thank
you for being here today, sir, and for your lead-
ership.

I thank the police chiefs, the prosecutors, the
public officials from all across America who are
here today, who know better than anyone that
we will never be able to protect our children
from violence or take our streets back for them

and away from guns and drugs and gangs unless
we all work together, as Mr. Chery said.

In the State of the Union Address, I chal-
lenged our Nation to focus on this issue of youth
violence. It is a supreme irony that we are living
in an age of greater possibility for young people
to live out their dreams than at any point in
our history, but we are moving into the 21st
century with youth violence on the rise, with
too many of our children killing children, and
too many others raising themselves on the street,
and too many others simply vulnerable because
they’re going about their lives and they happen
to be in the wrong place at the wrong time
because we permitted those wrong places to de-
velop and we permit them to continue to exist.

I’ll never forget the young man I met in Long
Beach, California, who was in a junior high
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school. He told me that his school had devel-
oped a school uniform policy because of the
gangs in his neighborhood. And they figured
if they all wore green clothes to school every
day, nobody would shoot them. And he said
it was the first time in 3 years he’d gotten to
walk to and from school without having to look
over his shoulder.

There is no future for these young people
unless we move to take it back for them. As
the Vice President said, we have worked very
hard with many of you and others to place a
comprehensive strategy to take back our streets
from guns and gangs and violence and drugs.
Many of you have been a part of it; we thank
you for that. And the strategy is beginning to
work. We believe this will be the 4th year in
a row when the crime rate will go down.

But we all know there is still way too much
crime in America, and we know that while crime
is going down in the country as a whole, youth
violence is going up. While drug use has been
going down and cocaine use has dropped dra-
matically, casual drug use by young people is
going up. So we have to do more to focus our
strategy on youth violence. That’s why we
strengthened the safe and drug-free school law,
why we instituted a policy of zero tolerance
for guns in schools, why we’re now encouraging
communities more strongly than ever to enforce
their truancy laws and to take steps ranging
from school uniforms to community curfews.

The drug strategy announced this spring by
General McCaffrey focuses on young people.
We are mounting a nationwide crackdown on
gangs. And this spring I sent to the Congress
legislation to make it easier to prosecute gangs.
This January in the State of the Union Address,
I said that if a teenager commits a crime as
an adult, he should be prosecuted as an adult,
and that is a proposition that is gaining wider
and wider agreement.

But as we take on this problem of youth vio-
lence, if we’re serious about it we cannot avoid
dealing with one of its most terrifying elements,
teens with guns. This is an amazing fact; listen
to this. The number of teenagers committing
crimes without guns is the same today as it
was in the 1970’s, two decades ago. Let me
say that again. The number of teenagers in the
United States today committing crimes without
guns is the same today as it was 20 years ago.
The number of homicides by teens who have
guns has tripled.

Today, if a gang member is caught commit-
ting a crime with a smoking gun in his hand,
often as not, the gun is simply put in a police
locker with little further investigation. Yet we
know that gangs often buy in bulk from a single,
shadowy supplier, a criminal network that chan-
nels an arsenal of weapons to young criminals
or would-be criminals.

We need a national campaign to cut off the
flow of guns to teens who commit crimes. Today
I am directing the Department of the Treasury
and the Department of Justice to work with
local law enforcement in a new nationwide ini-
tiative. In the 17 cities already mentioned, we
will, for the first time, see that every time a
gun is used in a crime and seized by law en-
forcement, it will be tracked through a national
tracing system to find out where it came from.
We will use that information to target those
criminal gunrunning networks that are peddling
guns to our teenagers.

Local and national prosecutors have agreed
to work together to break up these criminal
gangs. And the new data from these 17 cities
will give us a much better idea of how the
black market in guns actually operates and how
to break it. Police on the beat, prosecutors in
the courtroom, Federal investigators in the
crime lab, they’ll all work together in a genuine
national team to take on the gunrunners.

Those who illegally peddle guns to our chil-
dren will get a simple message: We will find
you, we will prosecute you, and we will punish
you. We owe that much to fine families like
the Cherys, to the children they lost and the
children they still have, to give to this world
and to our future.

We have to give the future back to all of
our children. We cannot permit the United
States to go into the 21st century the richest,
the most powerful country in the world, with
more opportunities available to more young peo-
ple to live out their dreams than ever before,
and keep allowing our young people to die be-
fore their dreams ever have a chance to take
shape.

I thank the law enforcement personnel who
are here and those who stand with you all across
America. I thank the members of the adminis-
tration who have worked on this. Most impor-
tant, I thank the Cherys and all the families
who have known the most unimaginable loss
any human beings can know for having the cour-
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age to stand with us and demand that we do
better.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:45 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,

he referred to Joseph and Tina Chery, whose son
was killed in a gang crossfire in 1993, and Gen.
Barry R. McCaffrey, USA (Ret.), Director, Office
of National Drug Control Policy.

Memorandum on the Youth Crime Gun Interdiction Initiative
July 8, 1996

Memorandum for the Secretary of the Treasury,
the Attorney General

Subject: Implementation of the Youth Crime
Gun Interdiction Initiative

Firearms violence is a scourge on our society.
Homicides committed by young people with
firearms have nearly tripled since 1985, and
other types of gun-related violence have been
on the rise. Too many guns are in the hands
of our Nation’s children.

Through the Brady Handgun Violence Pre-
vention Act and the Violent Crime Control and
Law Enforcement Act of 1994, we have reduced
criminals’ access to firearms, including military-
style assault weapons. We are using the Gun-
Free Schools Act of 1994 to take guns out of
schools, making schools a safer learning environ-
ment for our children.

In addition, working in cooperation with State
and local law enforcement in unprecedented
fashion, Federal investigators and prosecutors
have successfully disrupted numerous illicit gun
markets across the country over the last 3 years.
We need to strengthen our efforts to clamp
down on these illegal markets, especially those
that provide crime guns to children.

The Department of the Treasury’s Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms (ATF) has devel-
oped a pilot program that will trace all guns
used in crime that are seized by Federal, State,
and local law enforcement officers, and work
with that trace information to help identify ille-
gal gun traffickers. The project utilizes an inno-

vative computer software system that examines
crime gun trace information and provides law
enforcement officers with crucial investigative
leads about the sources of these guns. By ana-
lyzing patterns of gun trafficking that exist in
an area, we are developing more effective law
enforcement strategies to target illegal gun traf-
fickers for prosecution, particularly those who
put guns into the hands of our Nation’s young
people.

I am directing you to implement this project
in 17 pilot cities: Atlanta, Georgia; Boston, Mas-
sachusetts; Baltimore, Maryland; Birmingham,
Alabama; Bridgeport, Connecticut; Cleveland,
Ohio; Inglewood, California; Jersey City, New
Jersey; Memphis, Tennessee; Milwaukee, Wis-
consin; New York, New York; Richmond, Vir-
ginia; Salinas, California; Seattle, Washington;
San Antonio, Texas; St. Louis, Missouri; and
Washington, D.C.

In addition, you should work with local, State,
and Federal law enforcement in each of these
cities to ensure that all crime guns seized in
their cities are traced and to develop joint inves-
tigative and prosecutorial strategies to combat
the problem of illegal gun trafficking. Your ef-
forts should build upon existing partnership pro-
grams with State and local law enforcement offi-
cers, such as the Anti-Violent Crime Initiative.

You should jointly report to me in writing
by August 8, 1997, on the first-year accomplish-
ments of this project.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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