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In an important way, the Inter-American Dia-
logue helped to define the goals we set at the
Summit of the Americas. And as now we look
toward the next century, I'm glad the Saul
Linowitz Forum will help to focus our discus-
sions and our actions.

I thank you all for all you have done to help
define and shape the currents that flow deeper
today in our hemisphere because of your work:
democracy, market economics, justice, and
growing partnership. I thank you all, and I espe-
cially thank Saul Linowitz.

Thank you, ladies and gentlemen.

NotE: The President spoke at 7:13 p.m. in the
Hall of the Americas at the Organization of Amer-
ican States. In his remarks, he referred to Javier
Perez de Cuellar, former U.N. Secretary-General;
Oscar Arias, former President of Costa Rica;
Cyrus Vance, former U.S. Secretary of State; Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs Luiz Lampreia of Brazil;
Enrique Iglesias, president, Inter-American De-
velopment Bank; Paulo Tarso Flecha de Lima,
Ambassador to the U.S. from Brazil; Peter Bell
and Alejandro Foxley, co-chairs, and Peter Hakim,
president, Inter-American Dialogue; and Saul
Linowitz, former U.S. Ambassador to the Organi-
zation of American States.
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Thank you, Admiral, for that wonderful intro-
duction. And I want to thank Tamlyn Tomita
and Garrett Wang, your co-emcees, for standing
up here with me. I made them come out. I
said, “I want you to stand up here with me
because you make me look young and fresh
and alive.” [Laughter] So I thank them for doing
that. To Gloria Caoile, your dinner chair;
Francey Youngberg, your executive director;
Rona Figueroa; and all the Members of Con-
gress who are here. And a couple of former
Members of Congress who are here, my good
friend Norm Mineta, who is being honored to-
night, and Frank Horton, who was the primary
sponsor of the bill creating Asian-Pacific Herit-
age Month. I thank you, sir.

I don’t know how many Members of Congress
are here. I saw Congressman Underwood, Con-
gressman Abercrombie, Congresswoman Pelosi,
and I know Congressman Matsui is here, or
Doris would stop speaking to him. So however
many Members of Congress who are here, I'm
delighted to join you tonight.

I was honored to be here last year at your
inaugural dinner. I'm proud of what we have
accomplished together since then. More than
anything else tonight I would like to say a simple
thank you. Thank you on behalf of the United
States for the many contributions that the 9
million Americans who trace their roots to Asia
and the islands of the Pacific make to our coun-

try every day. And thank you, particularly to
those of you and those whom you represent
throughout this country who have participated
in the efforts of our administration and without
whom we would not have been able to accom-
plish much of what has been done.

As we debate the issue of immigration again
this year, we should never forget that America
is a great country because we have welcomed
successive generations of immigrants to our
shores. Because we are a nation of laws we
should do everything we can and we should
do more than we have to stop illegal immigra-
tion. I have done more than has previously been
done. But we should avoid bashing immigrants.
We are nearly, all of us, immigrants or the chil-
dren or grandchildren or great-grandchildren of
immigrants. The Native Americans were here
first, and I think they crossed an ice cap to
get here.

This is a country founded on a certain set
of ideas, a certain set of values, a certain set
of principles. And anybody willing to embrace
them, to work hard to make the most of their
own lives, to be responsible, can be an American
citizen. That is the special thing about the
United States, and we should never forget it.

I have been especially fortunate to have so
many people from the Asian-Pacific American
community in our administration, more than 170
all told, more than any previous administration,
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and I am grateful. When I took office I learned
that it had been 14 years since the last Asian-
American had been nominated to the Federal
bench. I have nominated four, and I'm proud
of every one of them.

I almost hate to start with this, but there
are a few Asian-Americans I would feel bad
if I didn’t mention tonight who have been part
of this administration: I thank my Deputy Assist-
ant for Public Liaison, Doris Matsui, who made
sure I came tonight; Barbara Chow, Special As-
sistant for Legislative Affairs; Maria Haley, Di-
rector of the Export-Import Bank; Ginger Lew,
the Deputy Administrator at SBA; Valerie Lau
at Treasury; David Tseng at Labor; Raj Anand
at Agriculture; T.S. Chung at Commerce; Dang
Pham at Education; Dennis Hayashi at HHS;
Will Itoh, now our Ambassador to Thailand, for-
merly on my National Security Council staff;
and Stuart Ishimaru at Justice. Those are a few
of the people who serve you every day in the
Clinton administration.

Three and a half years ago when I took the
oath of office, I did so with a clear vision of
what I hoped our country could be like as we
move into the 2Ist century. I wanted this to
be a country where every person, without regard
to race or gender or income, would have a
chance to live out his or her dreams. I wanted
this to be a country where we were coming
together around our basic values, not being driv-
en apart for cheap, short-term political reasons.
I wanted this to be a country that would con-
tinue to be the greatest and strongest country
in the world and the world’s strongest force
for peace and freedom and prosperity. We've
still got a good ways to go, but without question,
if you compare where we are today with where
we were then, we have made progress on all
three fronts.

Our economic strategy to reduce the deficit,
expand trade, invest more in our people, our
technology, and our potential for growth means
that our deficit is less than half of what it was
4 years ago, but we have 8% million more jobs,
the lowest combined rates of inflation, mortgage
rates, and unemployment in 27 years, a 15-year
high in homeownership, an all-time high in ex-
ports and new business formations for 3 years
in a row. Nearly 8,500 SBA loans have been
approved to start those new small businesses.

We've increased educational opportunities
from more positions for children in Head Start
to more affordable college loans to the national
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service program. We've done our part to help
lower the crime rate by passing a crime bill
which will put 100,000 police officers on the
street—we’re more than 40 percent of the way
there in less than 2 years—banning assault
weapons and passing the Brady bill which has
kept 60,000 people with criminal records from
getting handguns.

We have worked to dramatically increase our
protection of the environment from our cities
to our rural areas, including our national parks.
We have worked to strengthen families through
the family and medical leave law; a family tax
credit for working families on modest incomes;
an increased effort to collect child support;
going for the V-chip and for a television rating
system to help parents raise their young children
without excessive exposure to violence and other
destructive elements; and our campaign against
childhood smoking, which has attracted a great
deal of opposition, but I would just point out,
the biggest health problem in America, and
3,000 children a day illegally begin to smoke.

The economy is better off, but it’s important
to point out that the crime rate is down, the
welfare rolls are down. There are over one mil-
lion fewer families on welfare today than there
were 4 years ago. The poverty rate has dropped,
and this country is coming together.

I am grateful for what we have been able
to do to make this a more peaceful place. There
are no nuclear weapons pointed at the children
of the United States for the first time since
the dawn of the nuclear age. The United States
is a force for peace and freedom. From North-
ern Ireland to Southern Africa, to Haiti, to Bos-
nia, to the Middle East, we are working to bring
the countries of the world together to fight our
common enemies of terrorism and organized
crime and drug running and the proliferation
of weapons and the destruction of our precious
global environment.

But if you ask me to tell you what it is we
really have to do to get into the 21st century
with these ideals being met, I would say we
have to find a way to meet our challenges and
protect our values and to do it together.

If you think about so much of the political
rhetoric we have heard in America for, well,
a long time now, it seems to be designed to
divide people, to make neighbors look upon
their neighbors as if theyre almost alien, to
make people believe that public servants that
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are otherwise perfectly normal people are some-
how capable of the utmost depravity.

The truth is, this is a pretty great country,
or we wouldn’'t be here after over 200 years.
And we should have our debates and our dif-
ferences and our heated debates on public pol-
icy. But we ought to do it in a way that says
that we realize that we all love our country,
we all love our Constitution, and we know we’re
going up or down together. And if we persist
in dividing ourselves against one another, we
will weaken America. If we unite and make a
virtue out of our diversity, there is no country
as well-positioned for the 21st century as the
United States.

We've tried to do that. In the past year, just
for example, we hosted two Asian-Pacific Amer-
ican education forums to address the needs of
Asian-American students and their teachers.
We've approved almost $2 billion in loans from
the Small Business Administration to Asian-
American businesses. We funded an SBA pro-
gram targeted to Asian-American women, to
provide training and counseling to thousands of
women in Chinatown in New York City. We've
done all this while shrinking the size of the
Government and the burden of regulation.

I don’t believe that there’s a big Government
answer to every problem. The Chinese philoso-
pher Lao Tzu once said that governing a great
county is like cooking a small fish; you spoil
it with too much poking. [Laughter] On the
other hand, you can also spoil it if you don’t
try to cook it in the first place. So the trick
is for us to do together those things which will
give every American the chance to make the
most of his or her life at work, at home, in
the community, and in our great country.

We are going through a period of profound
change. The economy is changing more than
it has in a hundred years, moving into this infor-
mation technology age, moving into this global
economy, indeed, a whole global society. It’s
been a hundred years since we moved from
farm to factory and from the country to the
city, since we changed this much. In terms of
our communications with our fellow human
beings, the changes are even more profound.
Bill Gates, the famous founder of Microsoft,
says that the digital chip is revolutionizing com-
munications more than at any point since
Guttenberg printed the first Bible in Europe
500 years ago.

Now, in this environment we have to under-
stand that things will change. There will be
some uprooting. We must meet these chal-
lenges. But we can do it if we are determined
to do it together and determined to pull to-
gether and go forward together.

A big part of that is making sure that you
are a part of the American dream and that you
and the entire Asian-Pacific community feel that
we are moving forward together and that we
are moving forward with a vision of the world
that includes a strong partnership with the Pa-
cific. My first overseas trip as President was
to Japan. The first thing I tried to do in orga-
nizing the world in a different way was to estab-
lish the leadership summit in the Asia-Pacific
Economic Council. The first meeting was held
in Seattle; were about to have the fourth one
in Manila later this year.

Already we see the fruits of this engagement.
Recently I was in the Pacific, and we reaffirmed
our security relationship with Korea. We re-
affirmed our efforts with Korea for a new initia-
tive for peace between North and South Korea.
We asked our friends in China to join with
us in sponsoring an effort to reach this sort
of peace. We reaffirmed our security ties with
Japan in a very positive way. And we made
it clear that what we want—what we want—
in northern Asia is peace between all nations.
And we want to see all honest differences re-
solved peacefully so that people raise their chil-
dren without the fear that has nagged that re-
gion through the World Wars and the regional
wars of the 20th century. We can’t go back
to that; we have to go forward in peace. And
the United States intends to be a force for peace
and reconciliation in Asia and throughout the
Pacific region.

Most of you know this, but a lot of our ticket
to the future economically is in the Asian-Pacific
region as well. It already accounts for a quarter
of the world’s output, growing every day. Al-
ready more than half our trade is with the na-
tions of the Pacific, sustaining 3 million good
American jobs. I am proud to say—and I want
to hammer this home—that 68 percent of the
8% million new jobs that have been created
were created in high-wage areas of our econ-
omy, not low-wage areas of our economy. And
that’s because we have emphasized trade, which
creates better paying jobs for the American peo-
ple. A lot of you have been in the forefront
of that, and I thank you for that.
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Exports to Asia have increased by 44 percent.
In the 20 areas covered by our specific agree-
ments with Japan in 3 years, our exports in-
creased by 85 percent. That is a staggering
amount of advance. Our late Commerce Sec-
retary, Ron Brown, the best friend that Amer-
ican businesses and trade ever had, worked tire-
lessly to open those markets. His successor, our
former trade ambassador who was the most ef-
fective trade negotiator we ever had—he nego-
tiated 200 separate trade agreements in 3
years—Mickey Kantor will continue on that
path.

But a lot of what we have to do must be
rooted in mutual trust and respect and willing—
willing—partnerships. We know that. And we
know we have a ways to go. I want better rela-
tions with China. I recognize the one China
policy. T also recognize that an important part
of that policy is the commitment that was made
by all parties that the differences between China
and Taiwan will and must be resolved in a
peaceful and lawful manner.

I want a growing understanding between our
two countries. I realize that neither of us is
perfect, and both of us are going to have a
great say over what the future looks like, and
we have to work hard to understand each other
and to work together. That's why I am com-
mitted to securing an extension of the MFN
treatment for China and why I want to build
better relationships. But it's also why I think
we have to insist on fairness in our trade and
on honoring all of our commitments in the area
of nonproliferation. Some things in this world
are more important than money, and not arming
rogue nations with weapons that can destroy
the future of our children is one of them.

We must be in a position where we don’t
hesitate to take appropriate action if we can’t
gain adequate enforcement of the agreement
that China has already made with us to stop
the piracy of American property. I realize that
this has been a problem in developing econo-
mies for a long time. But China is not just
another developing economy. It is a very great
nation, with over one billion people.

A lot of America’s meal ticket to the future
consists of our ability to take advantage of the
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information revolution. And today, we are losing
as much as $2 billion in opportunities, many
of them opportunities that would belong to
Asian-Pacific Americans, in Washington State, in
Oregon and California, in New England, in the
Middle West, all across this country. I have no
choice but to take strong action to try to protect
the work of the minds of all Americans, and
it’s their right to be rewarded in the inter-
national marketplace.

The main thing I want to say to all of you
tonight is that, again, I thank you for your con-
tributions to America. And I thank you for the
people you have supplied, both within and with-
out the administration, who have advanced our
cause. I think that your devotion to learning,
to hard work, to family, to the ideas of
entrepreneurialism and the idea of engagement
with the rest of the world, these are the kinds
of things that will keep America great in the
21st century.

We can go into the next century with a coun-
try where everybody who is willing to work for
it can live out their dreams. We can maintain
this country as the world’s strongest force for
peace and freedom and prosperity. But if we
are going to do it, we must be committed to
that third element of our vision: We have to
be committed to bringing this country together
around a mutual ethic of responsibility instead
of letting ourselves be divided by differences
that ultimately don’t matter nearly as much as
our devotion to our shared ideals.

You can help bring this country together as
well as move it forward, and I'm convinced we
can’t do one without the other. Asian-Pacific
Americans have done both and done them bril-
liantly. I ask for your continued support as we
try to make sure that our entire country does
the same.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NotE: The President spoke at 7:52 p.m. at the
Sheraton Washington Hotel. In his remarks, he
referred to Rear Adm. Ming E. Chang, USN
(Ret.), chairman, Congressional Asian Pacific
American Caucus Institute; singer Rona Figueroa;
and Delegate Robert A. Underwood of Guam.
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