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I’ll never forget when I was in college and
I first read the great French writer Anatole
France, who said that in the France about which
he wrote, ‘‘The rich and poor are equally free
to sleep under the bridge at night.’’ Or today
you might say everybody is free to go in and
buy a Mercedes. What does that mean? Does
that mean we should resent the rich? No, we
want more people to make money. What it
means is that we should work together to give
everybody the chance to make the most of their
own lives in their work life, as citizens, in their
families, in their communities.

That means a good economy, safe streets, a
clean environment, good education. It means
bringing people together instead of driving them
apart. It means America still being willing to
stand up for peace and freedom around the
world. That’s what that means. That’s what that
means.

And I’m telling you, you don’t have to guess—
but remember, we’re going through a time of
huge, sweeping, breathtaking change in the way
we work, in the way we live. And everybody
is out there struggling to try to figure out what’s

going on and trying to get a hook on it. And
a lot of people are vulnerable to simple wrong
answers.

So I say to you, this is a serious thing. We’re
having a great time tonight. You’ve made me
happier than you’ll ever know. I love to come
to these things. I love your spirit. I love your
enthusiasm. I love your optimism. I love your
belief in yourselves and your country. But I’m
telling you, this is going to be a hard, tough,
close election, because it is a fight for the fu-
ture. And it is not like 1992. Two dynamic vi-
sions, two very different. We’re going to get
on one road and walk right into the 21st cen-
tury. You can make sure it’s the right road,
but you need to keep what you have tonight
every day from now until November—every
day—to everyone you can speak with.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at midnight in the
Regency Ballroom at the Hyatt Regency Hotel.
In his remarks, he referred to Saxophone Club
chair Matt Fruman. These remarks were released
by the Office of the Press Secretary on May 9.

Remarks Welcoming President Konstandinos Stephanopoulos of Greece
May 9, 1996

President Stephanopoulos, members of the
Greek delegation, distinguished guests. On be-
half of the American people, I am delighted
to welcome President Stephanopoulos to the
White House. It is an honor to return the warm
hospitality the people of Greece showed the
First Lady when she visited their wonderful
country in March.

Two thousand five hundred years ago, the
birth of democracy in Greece lit the landscape
of Western civilization. Greek architecture, po-
etry, philosophy, and law set new standards for
human achievement and new measures for
human progress. Today, we Americans share
with Greece the glory of that ancient legacy.
We join with Greece, our ally and our friend,
in raising democracy’s flag around the world.
For a half century, from World War II to the
Persian Gulf, our nations have stood together
in defense of shared ideals. Now we are working
to build a bright future of security, prosperity,

and peace. The strengthening of our relations
in recent years has paved the way to closer
cooperation to the benefit of our own people
and all the world. In Bosnia, our soldiers serve
side by side to help the peace take hold.
Throughout the Balkans, from Albania to the
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Amer-
ica looks to Greece to be a force of peace and
stability.

And we must stand as one against the deadly
scourge of terrorism. May I express, once more,
on behalf of all Americans our deep condolences
to the families and friends of the 17 Greek
citizens who were murdered in Cairo last month.

The partnership between America and Greece
is reinforced by the bonds of family. All across
our country, Americans of Greek descent have
added to the richness and the warmth of Amer-
ica’s quilt. The values they have brought here
to their adopted home—love of family, faith,
and community, taking responsibility, working
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hard—have flourished in America, and they have
helped America to flourish.

Mr. President, among the countless gifts that
Greece has shared with the world, few capture
the human heart like the Olympics. This year,
the United States is proud to host the centennial
of the modern Olympic games. The torch that
Hillary had the honor to kindle when she visited
your country in Olympia carries the spirit of

the past, the promise of this moment, and our
common hopes for the future. May its flame
burn as strong as the enduring ties between
America and Greece.

Again, Mr. President, we welcome you and
ask for your remarks.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:13 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With President Konstandinos Stephanopoulos
of Greece and an Exchange With Reporters
May 9, 1996

President Clinton. Let me say that it is a
great honor for me to welcome President
Stephanopoulos here to celebrate the ties that
bind the United States and Greece. And we
look forward to discussing the many, many
issues between our two countries, including the
situation in the Aegean, which we strongly feel
should be resolved without any force or threat
of force, according to the international agree-
ments and with respect to the territorial integ-
rity of all parties involved.

I’m looking forward to this, and I’m very glad
you’re here, Mr. President.

China-U.S. Trade
Q. Are you afraid of a trade war with China,

Mr. President?
President Clinton. Excuse me?
Q. Are you afraid of a trade war with China?
President Clinton. No, I don’t think so. The

United States, I think, has been more open to
Chinese products than any other country. We
buy an enormous percentage of their exports,
a far larger percentage than our share of the
world economy. And we are—tried to aid the
transition of the Chinese economy and to have
a constructive relationship with them, but we
have a right to preserve the integrity of our
own laws and especially our intellectual property
laws.

The United States has been fortunate to lead
the world in the production of a lot of elec-
tronics and computer related equipment and
software. And the products of the mind and
the laboratories in America should be protected
under international agreements, and they should

be entitled to that in every country. That’s all
we ask.

Q. Do you expect them to budge before May
15th?

President Clinton. Well, I hope we can resolve
the differences between the two countries be-
fore May 15th. We’re working hard on it. I
hope we can. And we’ll do our best to resolve
it.

The President would like to make a state-
ment.

Greece-U.S. Relations
President Stephanopoulos. I now want to say

how pleased I am to be in the United States
on an invitation for such a state visit. I would
like to convey to the American people the greet-
ings of the entire Greek people and their admi-
ration. The Greek people are fully aware of the
fact that democracy is founded on efforts such
as the ones that the United States and Greece
make and based on the ideals that our two coun-
tries express.

And I would like to assure you that the prob-
lems that arise in the Aegean are not at all
our responsibility. We always try, and we suc-
ceed, in behaving according to international law.

Thank you, Mr. President.
President Clinton. Thank you very much.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

Q. Good morning, Mr. President.
President Clinton. Good morning. Have we

got everyone in? Let’s wait until we have every-
one in.
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