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Statement on Senate Action To Extend the Ryan White Comprehensive
AIDS Resources Emergency Act
May 2, 1996

I applaud the Members of Congress for this
overwhelming statement of support for the Ryan
White Comprehensive AIDS Resources Emer-
gency Act. By extending this vital program for
5 additional years, lawmakers of both parties
are sending a message of support to thousands
of Americans who are living with HIV or AIDS
and to their families and friends who offer them
love and support each and every day. In its
first 5 years of existence, the Ryan White CARE

Act has provided high-quality medical care and
support services that help to extend the length
and improve the quality of life for people living
with HIV/AIDS. I have been proud of our re-
cent success in increasing funding for this pro-
gram by more than 110 percent in the last 3
years, including a $105 million increase in the
recently enacted budget agreement for fiscal
year 1996. I look forward to signing this bill
and continuing this record of bipartisan support.

Remarks at a Dinner Honoring Billy and Ruth Graham
May 2, 1996

Good evening. The first time I ever met Paul
Harvey, he and his son played through a four-
some I was in on his golf course in Chicago.
He never told me the score. But since then
he’s tried to tell me the score about a lot of
other things. [Laughter] And I’ve enjoyed it
every time.

To the members of the Graham family, the
Members of Congress who are here, ladies and
gentlemen: I’m deeply honored to join with you
tonight in honoring two of America’s finest citi-
zens, two of the world’s greatest human re-
sources, Billy and Ruth Graham.

When Billy and Ruth received the Congres-
sional Gold Medal today, they received only the
114th medal in the 220-year history of this coun-
try. Since, as Paul Harvey said, George Wash-
ington started receiving the first one in 1776,
Thomas Edison, Marian Anderson, Elie Wiesel,
Winston Churchill—Billy and Ruth Graham be-
long in their company, and more.

I am going to make a presentation in a mo-
ment related to that, but I wanted to say a
few words first. I’m very proud that Billy and
Ruth have decided to share this honor with the
Billy and Ruth Graham children’s center of Me-
morial Mission Hospital in Asheville, North
Carolina.

In Galatians 6, St. Paul said that while each
of us must make our own efforts to sustain
ourselves, we are also reminded to ‘‘bear ye

one another’s burdens and so fulfill the law of
Christ.’’ Sharing this medal in this way does
that. But in so many ways Billy and Ruth have
fulfilled the law of Christ, in the ministry of
the Word going into all nations. I hardly ever
go to a place as President, Billy Graham hadn’t
been there before me preaching. [Laughter]
And I feel like a poor substitute from time to
time, because a lot of the time what I’m trying
to do is get people to lay down the hatreds
of the heart and reach down into their spirit
and treat people who are different from them
with the same dignity that all God’s children
are entitled to.

Billy and Ruth have practiced the ministry
of the deed. Hundreds of times the Bible calls
upon us to minister to the poor and the needy
as they did in trying to help disaster victims
in Guatemala and countless other places. And
I know yesterday Billy and I were talking about
how proud he was of the work that his son
Franklin has done, and I saw some of that when
I sent our troops into Bosnia and I met some
people who had worked with Franklin Graham
to try to help the poor children in that war-
torn land.

Billy and Ruth Graham have practiced the
ministry of good citizenship, being friends with
Presidents of both parties, counseling them in
countless ways, always completely private, always
completely genuine. Yesterday we sat in the
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Oval Office reminiscing and talking about cur-
rent circumstances, and I asked for Billy Gra-
ham’s prayers for the wisdom and guidance of
God. That is a part of his ministry as well.

Perhaps the most moving example of that
came when Billy Graham spoke along with me
and a number of others at the first service short-
ly after the bombing in Oklahoma City. And
he knew he was speaking to a vast array of
people who had been wounded by that incident.
Most of them were Christians, but not all of
them were. And yet he sought to speak to all
of them, and he gave what I thought was one
of the most honest messages I had ever heard
a minister of the Word give. And I thought
to myself as I watched him give it that only
a man completely convicted, completely secure
in his own faith, could have looked out at that
vast wounded array of human beings and said,
‘‘I wish I could tell you that I understand com-
pletely why things like this happen. But I don’t.
Even after all these years, I don’t. I don’t know
why this happened. I don’t have an explanation
for it. But the God we love is a God of love
and mercy amidst all the suffering we are asked
to endure. We are not supposed to understand
everything but instead to lean on God.’’

And he made it more powerful because he
was able to say to his fellow Americans, ‘‘Even
after all these years, after I have searched the
Scriptures and prayed for wisdom, I do not un-
derstand everything. I cannot explain this, but
that makes the case for our faith even stronger.’’
I’ll remember that for as long as I live.

Finally, I thank Billy Graham and Ruth
Graham for the ministry of their life and their
personal example, for their extraordinary
achievement of 5 children, 19 grandchildren,
and I think now 8 great-grandchildren. If that
achievement could be mirrored by every adult
in America, we would have about 10 percent
of the problems we’ve got today in this great
country of ours.

I thank them for countless personal gestures
that demonstrate that as private people they are
what they seem to be in public. I thank them
for always doing things that will enable them
to minister to people they may not even know.
I have said this in public before, but I want
to say it again. When I was a small boy, about
12 years old, Billy Graham came to Little Rock,
Arkansas, to preach a crusade. That town was
torn part by racial conflict. Our high schools
were closed there, and there were those who

asked Billy Graham to segregate his audience
in War Memorial Stadium so as not to roil the
waters.

And I’ll never forget that he said—and it was
in the paper—that if he had to speak the Word
of God to a segregated audience, he would vio-
late his ministry, and he would not do it. And
at the most intense time in the modern history
of my State, everybody caved, and blacks and
whites together poured into the football stadium.
And when the invitation was given, they poured
down together, down the aisles, and they forgot
that they were supposed to be mad at each
other, angry at each other, that one was sup-
posed to consider the other somehow less than
equal.

And he never preached a word about inte-
grating the schools. He preached the Word of
God, and he lived it by the power of his exam-
ple. And one young boy from a modest family
for a long time thereafter took just a little
money out of his allowance every month and
sent it to Billy Graham’s Crusade. And I’ve lived
with that all my life.

I’ll never forget that when Billy Graham came
back to Little Rock 30 years later, probably the
most well-known man of God and faith in the
world, he took time out one day to let me
take him to see my pastor who he’d known
30 years before, because he was dying. And
my elderly pastor, with only a few weeks to
live, sat and talked to Billy Graham about their
life, their work, their trips to the Holy Land,
and the life to come. There was no one there.
There were no cameras; there were no report-
ers; there was nothing to be gained. It was a
simple, private, personal expression of common
Christianity and gratitude for the life of a person
who had given his life for their shared faith.

And finally, he got up to go. Billy looked
at my pastor, W.O. Vaught, shriveled to less
than 100 pounds, and he said, ‘‘Smile, W.O.,
next time I see you we’ll be outside the Eastern
Gates.’’ I’ll never forget that as long as I live.

So the Congress did a great thing; you have
done a great thing; Billy and Ruth Graham have
done a great thing in sharing this award with
future generations of people who will need their
help and their ministry even after they have
passed their time on this Earth. For all that,
as President and in my personal role as a citizen
and a Christian, I am profoundly grateful.

I’d like Reverend Graham to come out now,
and I will give him a copy of the bill which
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I signed and the pen with which I signed it.
And perhaps he’d like to say a word to you
tonight.

Billy.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:08 p.m. in the
Ballroom at the Renaissance Hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to radio commentator Paul
Harvey. H.R. 2657, to award a congressional gold
medal to Ruth and Billy Graham, approved Feb-
ruary 13, was assigned Public Law No. 104-111.

Statement on Signing Legislation Making Technical Corrections to the
Omnibus Consolidated Rescissions and Appropriations Act of 1996
May 2, 1996

Today I have signed into law Senate Joint
Resolution 53 (‘‘Resolution’’). This Resolution
makes technical corrections to Public Law 104–
134, the ‘‘Omnibus Consolidated Rescissions and
Appropriations Act of 1996’’ (‘‘Act’’), which I
signed into law on April 26, 1996.

Two of the corrections merit comment.
The Resolution repeals two paragraphs relat-

ing to the Tongass National Forest, which were
mistakenly not deleted when the operative lan-
guage was moved to another section.

The Resolution also includes the repeal of
section 21104 of the Act, which relates to inter-
national population assistance programs and
which was inadvertently included in the Act.
Nevertheless, I believe that the level of funding
that the Congress has provided for FY 1996
for these programs remains inadequate, given
the critical importance of these services to pro-

tecting the health of women, strengthening fami-
lies, and preventing unwanted pregnancies and
abortions. I regret that the House and Senate
were unable to come to an agreement to lift
the severe limitations placed on U.S. programs
by the FY 1996 Foreign Operations appropria-
tions act. It is my hope that the Congress will
remove these limitations and provide full fund-
ing for these programs in the FY 1997 appro-
priations process.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
May 2, 1996.

NOTE: S.J. Res. 53, approved May 2, was assigned
Public Law No. 104–140. This statement was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on
May 3.

The President’s Radio Address
May 4, 1996

Good morning. This week was another good
week for America. We learned that growth is
up and unemployment is down. That’s good for
American jobs and good for America’s families.
We also had more good news on America’s fami-
lies today involving the Family and Medical
Leave Act, which I was proud to sign in 1993.
This week the bipartisan panel Congress created
to study it reported that the law has helped
more than one in six American employees take
time off because of a serious family health prob-
lem, without any danger of losing their jobs.
And almost 90 percent of the businesses found

that complying with family and medical leave
cost them little or nothing. This is making Amer-
ica’s families stronger, promoting work and fam-
ily.

That’s what we have to do with welfare re-
form, too. Our job is to fix a welfare system
that too often pulls families apart and turns it
into one that helps families pull together, to
fix a system that traps too many people in a
cycle of dependency that ends up snaring their
children as well, and instead, to create one that
promotes jobs and independence.
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