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to cancel all the provisions of the Palestinian
National Covenant which deny Israel’s right to
exist or are otherwise inconsistent with the Sep-
tember 1993 exchange of letters between Prime
Minister Rabin and Chairman Arafat. This action
is an important demonstration by the Palestin-
ians of their commitment to honor the terms
of the 1993 Oslo Accords.

The President and Prime Minister also ex-
pressed satisfaction with the improved under-
standing reached last week on Southern Leb-
anon as a result of Secretary of State Chris-
topher’s negotiating efforts and after discussions

with the governments of Israel and Lebanon
and in consultation with Syria. They noted the
importance of prompt activation of the moni-
toring committee and consultative group estab-
lished by the understanding.

Finally, the President and the Prime Minister
agreed on the need to end the Arab boycott
and to eliminate discrimination against Israel in
all international organizations, including the
United Nations.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting on Assistance for Cattle Producers and an

Exchange With Reporters
April 30, 1996

The President. Ladies and gentlemen, first let
me—I want to thank this bipartisan congres-
sional delegation from cattle-producing States
for coming in. Cattle producers, by numbers,
represent the largest single segment of Amer-
ica’s agricultural economy. Cattle prices are at
a 10-year low, and feed prices are at—are or
have been recently at an all-time high. And we
want to discuss some potential recommendations
for action the Secretary of Agriculture might
take, using traditional means at his disposal to
help to deal with this situation and help these
producers through this difficult time.

I want to thank the Members of Congress
who requested this meeting and who brought
this matter to our attention, and I'm looking
forward to the meeting.

Q. How much traditional beef are you going
to buy, Mr. President?

The President. The Secretary of Agriculture
will have an announcement later, once we have
time to talk through our options here.

Q. Can you act quickly?

Q. Will you call up the conservation reserve
for more grazing nationwide?

The President. Well, we will issue an an-
nouncement after the meeting; the Secretary of
Agriculture will.

Yes, were going to act quickly. We won’t
fool around with it.

Thank you very much.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 5:43 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House, prior to a
meeting with congressional leaders. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With Chairman Yasser Arafat of the
Palestinian Authority and an Exchange With Reporters

May 1, 1996

The President. First, let me say I am very
pleased to have Chairman Arafat in the Oval
Office today. We need to take this opportunity
to take stock about where we are with our com-
mon efforts in the Middle East. I had a good

visit with Prime Minister Peres yesterday, and
I look forward to this one.

I do want to make two specific points before
we begin. First of all, I want to applaud the
action that Chairman Arafat has taken in keep-
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