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And the Republican leadership is not bound
by anything that we agreed to in the budget
negotiations, because we had an understanding
that nothing was agreed to until everything was.
But I thought we had reached a common under-
standing that, among other things, there ought
to be more money put into the child care por-
tion of the Senate bill and that there should
be a little more sensitivity to what might happen
to families with children with disabilities.

And so I would like to see at least the com-
mon understanding that came out of our discus-
sions in the budget negotiations incorporated
into that bill, and I would imagine they would
be. But I don’t know any more than you do
about that. I know what I read this morning.

Imia/Kardak Islet
Q. Mr. President, you were on the phone

with the leaders of Greece and Turkey this
afternoon?

The President. Yes, I was.
Q. Could you tell us about what the situation

was there? Have you been able to make any
progress on that?

The President. Well, I talked to the President
and the Prime Minister of Turkey and the new
Prime Minister of Greece and asked them to
move their forces away from that little island

and to find a diplomatic solution to the issue.
And I heard them out at some length, and we
discussed some options. And then the Secretary
of State, Secretary of Treasury—I mean, the
Secretary of Defense, Secretary of State, and
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff have
all been involved in this. We have been working
hard on this today.

Greece and Turkey have too much in com-
mon, too much to gain from getting along with
each other, and we have too many other impor-
tant issues in that area that affect both their
interests for this small piece of land to be al-
lowed to develop into a crisis for the two of
them. So the United States is doing everything
we possibly can, and I have some hope that
the crisis will abate over the next 24 or 48
hours. But there’s still one or two issues remain-
ing in the air as we speak.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:16 p.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House, prior to a
meeting with congressional leaders. In his re-
marks, he referred to President Suleyman
Demirel and Prime Minister Tansu Ciller of Tur-
key and Prime Minister Konstandinos Simitis of
Greece. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the United States Air Force Operating
Location Near Groom Lake, Nevada
January 30, 1996

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with section 6001(a) of the Re-

source Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA)
(the ‘‘Act’’), as amended, 42 U.S.C. 6961(a), no-
tification is hereby given that on September 29,
1995, I issued Presidential Determination 95–
45 (copy attached) and thereby exercised the
authority to grant certain exemptions under sec-
tion 6001(a) of the Act.

Presidential Determination No. 95–45 ex-
empted the United States Air Force’s operating
location near Groom Lake, Nevada, from any
Federal, State, interstate, or local hazardous or
solid waste laws that might require the disclo-
sure of classified information concerning that
operating location to unauthorized persons. In-

formation concerning activities at the operating
location near Groom Lake has been properly
determined to be classified and its disclosure
would be harmful to national security. Contin-
ued protection of this information is, therefore,
in the paramount interest of the United States.

The Determination was not intended to imply
that in the absence of a Presidential exemption
RCRA or any other provision of law permits
or requires the disclosure of classified informa-
tion to unauthorized persons, but rather to
eliminate any potential uncertainty arising from
a decision in pending litigation, Kasza v. Brown-
er (D. Nev. CV–S–94–795–PMP). The Deter-
mination also was not intended to limit the ap-
plicability or enforcement of any require-
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ment of law applicable to the Air Force’s oper-
ating location near Groom Lake except those
provisions, if any, that would require the disclo-
sure of classified information.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on January 31. The Presidential determina-
tion of September 29, 1995, was published in the
Federal Register at 60 FR 52823.

Remarks at the National Prayer Breakfast
February 1, 1996

Thank you very much. Senator Bennett, Vice
President and Mrs. Gore, Mr. Speaker, Senator
Nunn, and Members of Congress who are here,
and members of the Supreme Court, Joint
Chiefs, other public officials, to our guests from
around the world and my fellow Americans: Let
me begin by saying that most of what I would
like to have said on my best day was said better
today by Sam Nunn. All during his speech I
kept saying to myself, I’m gladder today that
I prayed for him not to leave the Congress
than I was the day I prayed for it. But I also
know with a heart and a mind and a spirit
like that, there is a great, powerful service still
awaiting Senator Nunn in whatever he should
decide to do.

I thank Sam Nunn and Alan Simpson and
my neighbor Sonny Montgomery and all those
who are here who are retiring from the United
States Congress this year for the service that
they have rendered to their constituents and
to the American people.

I never hear it done here, but I think we
all ought to give a warm round of applause
to all these people who work their hearts out
every year so that we can have this prayer break-
fast, Doug Coe and all of his associates. I am
grateful to them. [Applause]

And Hillary and I join all of you in praying
for Billy Graham and for his wonderful wife,
Ruth, and for their family.

I’m still glad to be here, even though I don’t
think I need to say much now. I know one
thing: We’ve got a lot to pray about here in
Washington. We’ve got a lot of conflict. We’ve
got an abundance of cynicism. We have to worry
about a loss of trust in our public institutions
all across the country.

I disagree with Pete Geren. I think it was
Harry Truman who said, ‘‘If you want a friend
in Washington, you need to buy a dog.’’ I think
of what Benjamin Franklin said; he said, ‘‘Our
enemies are our friends, for they show us our
faults.’’ Well, as someone who has had more
of his faults shown, real and imagined, than
anyone else, I think we all have a lot of friends
here in Washington. [Laughter]

I was thinking last night about what we really
want out of this prayer breakfast. And I was
up late reading, and I came across something
King David said in the Fourth Psalm. You know,
David knew something about leadership and
courage and human failing. He said in his psalm
to God, ‘‘Thou hast enlarged me when I was
in distress.’’ ‘‘Thou hast enlarged me when I
was in distress.’’ So I pray that when we leave
here today, by the words of Senator Nunn, the
readings of the Scripture, the remarks of others,
we shall all be enlarged in spirit, not only for
our public work but for our private trials. I
look out here, and I see friends of mine in
both parties whom I know today have trials in
their own families, in challenges of the heart
they must face. And we leave here in the prayer
that we will be enlarged.

Sam Nunn talked about the family and what
Government cannot do. I ask that when we
leave here we say a prayer for our families,
to lift up those who are working hard to stay
together and overcome the problems they face,
to lift up those who are helping others to make
and to build families. It is a rewarding thing
to see the divorce rate leveling off and the teen
pregnancy rate going down and the first indica-
tions that America may be coming back together
around the values that made this a great nation.
But we need to support those efforts. There
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