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of our commitment to secure the peace and
halt the tragic loss of life in the former Yugo-
slavia. I have directed the participation of U.S.
forces pursuant to my constitutional authority
to conduct the foreign relations of the United
States and as Commander in Chief and Chief
Executive.

I am providing this report as part of my effort
to keep the Congress fully informed about de-
velopments in the former Yugoslavia, consistent
with the War Powers Resolution. I remain com-
mitted to consulting closely with the Congress

and I will continue to keep the Congress fully
informed regarding these important deployments
of our forces.

Sincerely,

BILL CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on December 22.

Message on the Observance of Kwanzaa
December 6, 1995

Warm greetings to everyone who is observing
the festival of Kwanzaa.

Across America and around the globe,
Kwanzaa is a vibrant celebration of African cul-
ture, encouraging us to gain a deeper apprecia-
tion of our families and the many blessings we
enjoy. Kwanzaa’s seven basic principles—unity,
self-determination, collective work and responsi-
bility, cooperative economics, purpose, creativity,
and faith—stir our imagination, stimulate
thought and reflection, and bring new purpose
to our daily lives.

Transcending international boundaries and
embracing the rich cultural traditions of Africa,

this joyous festival links diverse individuals in
a unique celebration of a dynamic heritage. Re-
newing hope and restoring faith, Kwanzaa uplifts
the human spirit, helping us to revitalize the
bonds of family and the spirit of community.

As millions of my fellow Americans com-
memorate Kwanzaa, I am delighted to send best
wishes for a wonderful festival and a very happy
new year.

BILL CLINTON

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on December 22.

Exchange With Reporters on Bosnia in Arlington, Virginia
December 22, 1995

The President. Good morning.
Q. Mr. President, do you hope to go to Bosnia

in the next month or so?
The President. I want to go when the Sec-

retary of Defense and General Shalikashvili tell
me it’s an appropriate thing to do. I don’t want
to interrupt the deployment in any way. You
know, we’ve had a few weather delays, but I’m
here to get a briefing on the deployment and
what’s going on and how we’re doing. I’ve got
a few questions I want to ask. If it were solely
up to me, I would go tomorrow, literally tomor-
row. But I think it’s very important that I not

do anything which interrupts the deployment.
I can go as soon as it’s consistent with the
military mission, and I will do that.

Q. What have you heard so far, even before
this briefing, on how the operation is going in
Bosnia?

The President. I think our people are doing
a very good job. I think the others in IFOR
are doing a good job, and I think the people
there, so far, are receiving them well. But I’ve
got some specific questions, and that’s why I
want this briefing.
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Q. Do you think Senator Dole should go if
you can’t go?

The President. I think that all of us should
consult with the military leaders and do what
is consistent with the interest of our troops and
the mission.

Q. In other words, no.
Q. Mr. President, do you worry about casual-

ties?
The President. Every day I worry about that,

but I think they’re showing their training and

their discipline and the integrity of the plan
in the way that they are working to minimize
casualties and maximize the effectiveness of the
mission.

Q. Do you think the American people under-
stand that, understand the risks that are in-
volved?

The President. Yes.

NOTE: The exchange began at 9:25 a.m. at the
Pentagon, prior to a briefing on Bosnia.

Interview With the Armed Forces Media
December 22, 1995

Bosnia

The President. First let me say that I have
just come from a briefing here at the Pentagon
with our senior military officials who are work-
ing on the mission in Bosnia. We’ve also had
a teleconference with General Joulwan, getting
the latest up-to-date briefing on the conditions
of the deployment. And I would say—I should
emphasize to you two things.

One is that, notwithstanding some weather
problems and a few delays occasioned by Christ-
mas traffic on the rails in Germany, we’re pretty
much on schedule. And secondly, and even
more important, the attitude toward compliance
thus far in Bosnia by all parties has been quite
good. Now, it’s early in the mission, but so far
the attitude toward compliance has been very
good, and we’re encouraged by that. And we
think we can stay on schedule for the separation
of the forces and the other elements of it.

And also in this Christmas season, I’d like
to remind the people who serve our country
that we are doing this essentially for three rea-
sons. First of all, because we can do it, and
when we can do something like this, it’s con-
sistent with our values to stop suffering and
slaughter on the scale we’ve seen it in Bosnia.

Second, because it’s very much in our interest
to contain and end this war, to prevent it from
spreading in a way that can involve our NATO
allies on opposite sides and many other coun-
tries that are critical to the stability of Europe.
It’s also important for us to do what we can
to promote a stable and democratic and free
Europe. We, after all, have fought two World

Wars because we did not have such a Europe;
we had a long cold war because we did not
have such a Europe. So it’s in our interest.

And finally, it is critical to our ability to lead
the world for the next 10 or 20 years as we
sort out what the security arrangements of the
post-cold-war era will be. I can tell you that
our leadership of NATO specifically, and in gen-
eral our ability to lead in the world toward
peace and democracy, is very much tied to our
willingness to assume a leadership role in this
Bosnia mission.

I could see it on my recent trip to Europe,
whether it was talking to Prime Ministers in
Great Britain or Ireland or Germany or Spain
or just to people on the street. It means a lot
to them to know that the United States is still
there working and leading and being a good
partner.

So for all these reasons, I think this is a
very, very important mission to our country.

Q. Thank you, sir. Mr. President, I’m Austin
Camacho from the AFRTS News Center. After
Operation Joint Endeavor, what do you see as
the U.S. role in that area formerly known as
Yugoslavia? What will be our role there?

The President. Well, I think, first of all, we’ll
still be there through NATO and whatever role
that NATO assumes in the general area beyond
our NATO member nations. But more impor-
tantly, I would expect, after this mission is over,
we will continue to have American citizens, both
people who work for and represent our Govern-
ment and people in the private sector, going
in and out of there helping in the reconstruction
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