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traditions and faiths could, and did, live side
by side in peace. Its people were joined by
marriage, by language, by culture. One of the
most heartbreaking things to me is to see refu-
gees from Bosnia in our own country who com-
prise families that have Croatian and Serbian
and Muslim roots within one family, being driv-
en out of their country.

We now can give that country a future back
again, and I hope the Congress will vote to
do it, and I believe America must lead the way
in doing it. And I thank you, Elie Wiesel, for
being a conscience of this terrible conflict for
the last 4 years.

Q. What do you think the chances are of
getting support in Congress?

The President. I don’t know. We’re working
hard. We had another—I had another long
meeting yesterday with the Members of the
Senate. And I understand there’s going to be
a vote—there are a series of votes there some-
time today. Then I think the House will have
to determine what to do based on what the
Senate does. That’s—my instinct is that they
have not—it’s not clear to me where it’s going,
but we have worked very hard, and we will
continue to work hard. And in the end I just
can’t believe that Congress won’t support our
troops in this mission. That’s what I think will
happen.

Q. Mr. President, when you sit down with
the three Balkan leaders tomorrow, you will
come to them as the leader of a nation that
is divided about whether to support them. What
will you tell them?

The President. Well, if they’re concerned
about that, I will tell them that our people have
always had a reluctance to send our young peo-
ple in uniform overseas—that goes back
throughout our entire history—and that on the
whole that has been a healthy thing because
we have not been—we have not been a country
that has sought the gains of empire, we have
not been a country that has sought to tell other
people how they must live their lives; but that
we are fundamentally a good people and when
we understand our duty, historically, we nearly
always do it. That’s what I’ll—thank you.

Federal Budget
Q. What do you think of the Republicans

thinking you shouldn’t go and you should work
on the budget?

The President. We will be working on the
budget.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:40 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Farmington River Report
December 13, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
I take pleasure in transmitting the enclosed

report for the Farmington River in the States
of Massachusetts and Connecticut. The report
and my recommendations are in response to
the provisions of the Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act, Public Law 90–542, as amended. The
Farmington River Study was authorized by Pub-
lic Law 99–590.

The study was conducted by the National
Park Service, with invaluable assistance from a
congressionally mandated study committee. The
National Park Service determined that the 11-
mile study segment in Massachusetts and the
14-mile study segment in Connecticut were eli-
gible for designation based upon their free-flow-

ing character and recreational, fish, wildlife and
historic values.

The 14-mile Connecticut segment of the river
has already been designated as a Wild and Sce-
nic River pursuant to Public Law 103–313, Au-
gust 26, 1994. The purpose of this transmittal
is to inform the Congress that, although eligible
for designation, I do not recommend that the
Massachusetts segment be designated at this
time due to lack of support by the towns adjoin-
ing it. If at some future date the towns should
change their position and the river has retained
its present characteristics, the Congress could
reconsider the issue. Also, for 3 years from the
date of this transmittal, the Massachusetts seg-
ment will remain subject to section 7(b) of the
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Wild and Scenic Rivers Act. Section 7(b) pro-
hibits licensing of projects by the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission and Federal or fed-
erally assisted water resource development
projects that would have a direct and adverse
effect on the values for which the river might
be designated. Finally, the report includes the
Upper Farmington River Management Plan that
is referenced in Public Law 103–313 as the plan
by which the designated river will be managed.

The plan demonstrated a true partnership ef-
fort of the type that we believe will be increas-
ingly necessary if we are to have affordable pro-
tection of our environment in the future.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

December 13, 1995.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With Balkan Leaders and an Exchange With
Reporters in Paris, France
December 14, 1995

Balkan Peace Process
The President. As you know, we will be having

formal ceremonies later today, and more re-
marks will be made then. I just want to say
very briefly, because we want to get on to our
meeting, that I applaud these leaders for making
the decision to turn from war to peace that
they will formalize today. And tomorrow they
will begin the hard work of making that peace
real.

I am pleased that they have asked the United
States, our NATO allies, and a number of other
countries, to help them secure this peace. And
I am pleased that we will be going forward
to do it. I’m convinced that working together
in good faith, this effort can be successful.

Q. Are you concerned that there may be some
reluctance in parts of the Balkans to implement
a peace?

The President. All I can tell you is the cease-
fire has been in place for a couple of months.
It has basically held. There have been many
things that have happened in the last 3 years.
I’m sure many people have different feelings,
but we believe these leaders have acted in good
faith and will continue to do so. And if they
do, we think we’ll be successful.

Q. Do you think the Congress has given you
a whole-hearted vote of support on this, or how
do you—how do you rate——

The President. I’ll tell you how I read the
vote. I think Congress—first of all, both Houses
decided not to cut off funds and to support
the troops. And the Senate, in what could only
be characterized as an overwhelming bipartisan

vote, gave its support to the mission subject
to conditions with which the administration
agrees. So I was quite pleased with where the
Congress came out yesterday compared to
where they were just a month ago. And again,
I think that is in part due to the fact that these
leaders have been willing to meet with the
Members of the Congress who have traveled
to the area in the last couple of weeks. And
I think they have seen the people and their
desire for peace. And they have heard from
these leaders about their desire for peace and
their determination. And I feel that we made
a lot of progress. And I think now that the
time for debate is over; the time for decision
is at hand. And I believe the United States
and the United States Congress will rally behind
our troops in this mission.

Q. Are you satisfied with the pace of the
deployment, Mr. President? Are you satisfied
that the deployment is proceeding as fast as
it can at this point?

The President. Yes, you know, it’s the winter;
we have snow. We have first one thing, then
another, but I think we’re going forward in good
faith and in an appropriate way.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:22 a.m. at the
Ambassador’s residence, prior to meeting with
President Alija Izetbegovic of Bosnia-
Herzegovina, President Slobodan Milosevic of
Serbia, and President Franjo Tudjman of Croatia.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.
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