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I strongly urge you to give this important
legislation your immediate attention, and urge
that it be enacted before the end of the year.
America’s workers shouldn’t be asked to wait
a day longer.

Sincerely,

BILL CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Senators Rob-
ert Dole, Thomas Daschle, Paul Simon, Edward
M. Kennedy, Nancy Kassebaum, and Representa-
tives Newt Gingrich, Dick Gephardt, Patsy T.
Mink, Harris W. Fawell, William F. Goodling,
William Clay, and Matthew G. Martinez.

Remarks on the Budget and an Exchange With Reporters
December 8, 1995

The President. Good morning. I am delighted
to be here with a number of Governors from
around our country to talk about the budget
debate now in Washington. All these Governors
who are here present and all those who are
not have to balance the budget, but they’re ac-
countable for doing so in a way that increases
opportunity for their people and holds the peo-
ple together, maintains the bonds of community.
That’s what we’re trying to do here.

Yesterday I gave the Congress a budget that
balances in 7 years without devastating cuts in
Medicare and Medicaid, education and the envi-
ronment and that does not raise taxes on work-
ing families.

There are many differences between the
budget that I vetoed, which Congress passed,
and the one that I’ve presented. But perhaps
the starkest one of all is the different treatment
of Medicaid. The Republican budget would be
a disaster for States and for the people who
depend upon Medicaid. It would ask the States
to do more and more and more for the elderly,
for the disabled, for poor children and pregnant
women and give them less help to do it. It
would force them to make unconscionable and
unnecessary choices between senior citizens and
disabled people, between people with AIDS and
nursing home residents.

The plan would end the guarantee of quality
medical care that now exists for 26 million
Americans, a guarantee that has been on the
books for three decades now. The Republicans
are insisting that we repeal the guarantee that
no poor child, pregnant mother, poor senior cit-
izen, or disabled person will be denied quality
medical care. That would eliminate the guar-
antee of nursing home care for as many as
300,000 people. All told, if current patterns of

coverage prevail, some 8 million people could
be denied health care coverage under Medicaid,
nearly half of them children. No one would want
to do this in any State, but many States would
have no choice under the budget now pending.

So I just want to be clear about this. I very
much want to work with the Republican Con-
gress to get a balanced budget. But I will not,
I will not, permit the repeal of guaranteed med-
ical coverage for senior citizens, for disabled
people, for poor children and pregnant women.
That would violate our values. It is not nec-
essary, and therefore, if it continues to be a
part of the budget, if necessary, I would veto
it again.

We cannot, we must not, do this. This would
do more harm to more people and do more
to undermine the stability of State governments
and the life of the States in our country than
any other provision of this budget, in all prob-
ability, and we just cannot do it. So I want
to make that clear.

On the other hand, let me say again, I am
reaching out the hand of cooperation to Con-
gress. I did yesterday. I do so again today. But
there are some things that we cannot and should
not change and back away from. That resolution
that was passed that permitted the Government
to go forward said that we would protect Medi-
care, Medicaid, education, and the environment.
That’s what it said. I’ve done my part. I’ve of-
fered a 7-year budget. We cannot destroy Med-
icaid.

Federal Reserve Board Chairman
Q. Mr. President, are you going to reappoint

Alan Greenspan, as the New York Times says?
The President. Did they say that? [Laughter]

To be honest with you, that’s very premature.
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I haven’t even given much thought to it, one
way or the other. We’ve had a few other things
on the griddle here.

Balkan Peace Process
Q. Speaking of that, Mr. President, do you

think you’ll have a resolution of support on Bos-
nia before the treaty signing in Paris next week?

The President. Will we have one? Well, I
hope so. I don’t know. I’m working on it, but
I hope so.

Q. What do you think about half of the House
Members signing a letter opposing the deploy-
ment?

The President. I hope that both Houses will
vote to do it. It’s the responsible thing to do.
And those who paid any attention to the trip
that I made to Europe last week know that
all of the people in Europe are looking to see
whether the United States will continue our 50-
year partnership with Europe for security, will
continue our leadership in NATO, and will do
our part. They have only asked us to do a part.
They, after all, are doing two-thirds of the work
on the ground in Bosnia. They have asked us
as the leader of NATO and the Alliance to send
about a third of the troops. And in every nation
I visited, people came up to me and said that
America had been able to make peace in Bosnia,

and they were desperately hoping we would par-
ticipate so that we could prevent any kind of
a resumption of the slaughter there, prevent the
conflict from spreading, and prove that Europe
and the United States are still partners for secu-
rity in the post-cold-war era. I feel far more
strongly about it even than I did before I went
last week.

It’s clear to me that our Nation’s ability to
work with these European countries on every
other security issue—reducing the nuclear
threat, fighting terrorism, you name it—depends
upon our partnership here. That is the issue
of the day for them and for millions and millions
and millions of them. And I think we have to
do our part, and I’m going to do what I can
to persuade the Congress of that.

Q. Is there any possibility, sir, that the Paris
signing next week will slide because of what’s
going on there?

The President. I know of no plans to delay
it. I believe it’s going to go forward on time.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:38 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House prior to a
meeting with Democratic Governors. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With President Jose dos Santos of Angola
and an Exchange With Reporters
December 8, 1995

Angolan Peace Process

President Clinton. Hello. I’d like to say that
I’m very pleased to welcome President dos
Santos and his party here to Washington. He’s
taken some bold steps to move the peace proc-
ess forward, and we understand this has made
possible some changes in our relationship with
Angola.

It’s obvious that some further things will have
to be done in light of the recent cease-fire viola-
tions. But we know that President dos Santos
is critical to the success of the peace process,
and we look forward to a good relationship with
a reconciled, peaceful, and stable Angola.

Q. Do you think there can be peace in your
country, Mr. President?

President dos Santos. I believe so. But first
of all, I would like to thank the—of welcome
by President Clinton, to thank also for the kind
invitation to visit the United States at this time
of year.

I would like to restate our commitment to
the peace process. We will do our best for this
process to become irreversible, and to—[inaudi-
ble]—possible. And we are convinced that with
assistance from the United States of America
and from the international community in gen-
eral, peace will be consolidated and a new page
will be opened in Angola.

We mark our presence here with you to dis-
cuss issues regarding bilateral relations. We are
convinced that our visit will serve to deepen
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