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sible to minimize these risks, but we must be
prepared for that possibility.

As President, my most difficult duty is to put
the men and women who volunteer to serve
our Nation in harm’s way when our interests
and values demand it. I assume full responsi-
bility for any harm that may come to them.
But anyone contemplating any action that would
endanger our troops should know this: America
protects its own. Anyone, anyone, who takes on
our troops will suffer the consequences. We will
fight fire with fire and then some.

After so much bloodshed and loss, after so
many outrageous acts of inhuman brutality, it
will take an extraordinary effort of will for the
people of Bosnia to pull themselves from their
past and start building a future of peace. But
with our leadership and the commitment of our
allies, the people of Bosnia can have the chance
to decide their future in peace. They have a
chance to remind the world that just a few
short years ago the mosques and churches of
Sarajevo were a shining symbol of multiethnic
tolerance, that Bosnia once found unity in its
diversity. Indeed, the cemetery in the center
of the city was just a few short years ago a
magnificent stadium which hosted the Olympics,
our universal symbol of peace and harmony.
Bosnia can be that kind of place again. We
must not turn our backs on Bosnia now.

And so I ask all Americans and I ask every
Member of Congress, Democrat and Republican
alike, to make the choice for peace. In the
choice between peace and war, America must
choose peace.

My fellow Americans, I ask you to think just
for a moment about this century that is drawing

to close and the new one that will soon begin.
Because previous generations of Americans
stood up for freedom and because we continue
to do so, the American people are more secure
and more prosperous. And all around the world,
more people than ever before live in freedom.
More people than ever before are treated with
dignity. More people than ever before can hope
to build a better life. That is what America’s
leadership is all about.

We know that these are the blessings of free-
dom. And America has always been freedom’s
greatest champion. If we continue to do every-
thing we can to share these blessings with peo-
ple around the world, if we continue to be lead-
ers for peace, then the next century can be
the greatest time our Nation has ever known.

A few weeks ago, I was privileged to spend
some time with His Holiness Pope John Paul
II, when he came to America. At the very end
of our meeting, the Pope looked at me and
said, “I have lived through most of this century.
I remember that it began with a war in Sarajevo.
Mr. President, you must not let it end with
a war in Sarajevo.”

In Bosnia, this terrible war has challenged
our interests and troubled our souls. Thankfully,
we can do something about it. I say again, our
mission will be clear, limited, and achievable.
The people of Bosnia, our NATO allies, and
people all around the world are now looking
to America for leadership. So let us lead. That
is our responsibility as Americans.

Good night, and God bless America.

NoTE: The President spoke at 8 p.m. from the
Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With Congressional Leaders and an Exchange

With Reporters
November 28, 1995

Bosnia

The President. Well, thank you very much
for coming today. I just wanted to say, again,
I appreciate the interest here in the Congress,
the remarkable turnout. I'm looking forward to
this meeting.

As I said last night, the United States faces
an historic choice between peace and war. I
believe we will choose peace. I'm looking for-
ward to having the chance to answer these ques-
tions. I know there are many questions, and
good questions, that have to be answered to
the Members of Congress and on behalf of the
American people coming through the Members
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of Congress. This is the first of many, many
more meetings we will have in the aftermath
of the talk I gave to the American people last
night. And I'm looking forward to beginning it.

Thank you.

Q. What has been the response of the Repub-
lican leadership so far, Mr. President?

The President. As you know, we had a meet-
ing before this meeting with the Republican and
Democratic leadership of the Congress to dis-
cuss scheduling of hearings, debate, and vote.
And we had a very constructive meeting. I think
I should let them speak for themselves, but I
was very pleased by the meeting.

Q. What will you do to overcome public skep-
ticism, Mr. President?

The President. Just more of what we’re doing.
We'll keep answering questions and reasserting
what is at stake here in terms of the values,
the interests of the American people, and the
leadership of our country and our partnerships
with our allies.

Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 4:03 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House. A portion
of these remarks could not be verified because
the tape was incomplete.

Statement on Signing the National Highway System Designation Act of

1995
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Today I have signed into law S. 440, the “Na-
tional Highway System Designation Act of
1995.” This Act advances my Administration’s
continued commitment to strategic investment
in our Nation’s infrastructure. It releases imme-
diately more than $5 billion in funding for high-
way and other transportation projects. It also
implements my proposal for a “Zero Tolerance”
policy toward drinking and driving by those
under age 21.

I am disturbed, however, by the repeal of
certain key safety measures and will work to
mitigate the impact of their repeal.

This Act is the culmination of several years’
work by all levels of government to identify
highways of national significance—routes that
will support our Nation’s needs for efficient,
safe, and reliable transportation. The designation
of the National Highway System makes clear
that transportation infrastructure should be
viewed as a single system, with each mode com-
plementing the others. Manufacturers and ship-
pers rely on several modes of transportation to
deliver their products to consumers in the most
efficient manner possible. The National Highway
System unites these different modes by pro-
viding access to major ports, airports, rail sta-
tions, and public transit facilities. The National
Highway System also provides 53 critical con-
nections to Canada and Mexico so that goods
can move across our Nation’s borders efficiently.
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In 1992, I saw the way in which our Nation’s
highways reach all Americans. Vice President
Gore and I traveled much of this great land
in buses, and we met the American people
where they live and where they work. Whether
at a truck stop in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, or at
dusk on U.S. Highway 51 in Sandoval, Illinois,
we saw and heard what access and mobility
mean to opportunity and economic well-being.
It was during our first bus trip, from New York
City to St. Louis, Missouri, that I made a com-
mitment to rebuild America. And I'm proud to
say, this National Highway System bill builds
on all the work we have done in the last 3
years to do just that.

But the National Highway System is also
something more. It is a prime example of the
strategic investment of Federal resources. The
National Highway System comprises only 4 per-
cent of our Nation’s highways, but these roads
carry almost half of our highway traffic and most
of our Nation’s truck and tourist traffic. The
improvements made to these roads will not only
support our Nation’s economic, national defense,
and mobility needs, but directly and significantly
improve the safety of these key national road-
ways. The funds released by this legislation and
used to upgrade noninterstate highways will pro-
vide significant safety benefits.

This Act also includes an essential and com-
monsense highway safety measure. Last June,
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