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Remarks to the Community in Columbus
October 20, 1995

Thank you, Holly. Thank you, Dr. Gee. Thank
you, Richard. And thank you, Mr. Vice Presi-
dent. Ladies and gentlemen, when we came
here in 1992, I knew that if I could be elected
President that Al Gore would be the most influ-
ential and positive Vice President in American
history, and he has been exactly that. And I
am very proud of him.

I am delighted to be back at Ohio State,
delighted to be here when you’re on the verge
of such an incredible, successful football season,
when Cleveland is on the verge of starting the
World Series. And I know you’re proud of that.

I have so many people in our administration
from Ohio: the United States Treasurer, Mary
Ellen Withrow; the Federal Railroad Adminis-
trator, Jolene Molitoris; most important, my per-
sonal photographer, Sharon Farmer, over here,
was the vice president of the OSU student body
when she was a student. I’m glad to be here
with her.

I will be very brief. You’ve waited a long
time, and it’s cold, but I want to make a few
points to you. I believe that my first responsi-
bility is to guarantee you the best possible fu-
ture. I want the 21st century to be a time when
every American has the chance to live up to
the fullest of his or her God-given abilities. I
want America to be the strongest force for free-
dom and peace and decency and prosperity in
the entire world. I want your life to be exciting
and wonderful and hopeful. And in order to
do that, we have to have a strong economy.
We have to have a Government that works, that
is smaller and less bureaucratic but still fulfills
our basic values: giving people the chance to
make to most of their own lives, strengthening
families, building up communities, helping peo-
ple, the elderly, the poor children, those who,
through no fault of their own, need some help
to get along in life. This is part of having a
good society.

This country is in much better shape than
it was 21⁄2 years ago. We are coming back. We
have 71⁄2 million more jobs, millions of more
small businesses, the so-called misery index—
the combination of unemployment and infla-
tion—is at its lowest point in 25 years. We are
moving in the right direction. And we see the

American people coming back together and re-
asserting a sense of responsibility for themselves
and their families and their communities, re-
sponsibility in a personal way. The welfare rolls
are down; the food stamp rolls are down; the
poverty rate is down; the crime rate is down;
the teen pregnancy rate is down. And commu-
nity service through things like AmeriCorps, the
national service program, is up. This country
is moving in the right direction.

We are facing a challenge today in Wash-
ington that is a very important one. We do need
to balance the budget. When I became Presi-
dent, I was worried that the debt of this country
was going to hang over your future like a dark
cloud and make your future less than it ought
to be. And in 3 years, we took the deficit from
$290 billion a year down to $160 billion, the
biggest drop in American history.

I want to balance the Federal budget. That
is not the question. The question is, how shall
we do it? What is the honorable way? What
do we need to do? If you want the kind of
future that I believe you do, we have to invest
as well as cut. We have to guarantee that we
have enough to educate all of our people to
the fullest of their abilities. We have to guar-
antee that we have enough to protect our envi-
ronment. We have to guarantee that we have
enough to protect the Medicare and Medicaid
of our seniors and our poorest children and the
disabled. We have to guarantee that.

And we have to guarantee that we can main-
tain America’s leadership in the world. In just
a few days, Ohio will become the center of
the world’s attention for quite another reason,
when the heads of Bosnia and Croatia and Ser-
bia come to Wright-Patterson Air Force Base
to try to make peace in Bosnia.

And I have to tell you that—I have to say
one sad thing today. A very distinguished grad-
uate of Ohio State University, Joe Kruzel, was
one of the three Americans who was killed in
Bosnia recently, working for that elusive peace.
But he served his country well. You can be
proud of him. And when they come here to
Ohio and the world looks at Ohio, it will be
happening because America has been able to
lead the world toward peace, from the Middle
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East to Northern Ireland to Haiti to Bosnia.
This is important. It matters. It’s a big part
of your future.

What I want to say to you is this: So many
of these things that I am trying to do should
not have much to do with partisan politics. It
is a part of our basic value structure that we
believe people should be able to strengthen
their families and make the most of their own
lives and protect their parents and their children
and protect our environment and make sure it’s
going to be around for our grandchildren and
our grandchildren’s grandchildren. That ought
to be what America is all about. It shouldn’t
be a partisan issue.

I have tried very much to work with this
Congress, and I will continue to try to do that.
But I will not tolerate raising the costs of stu-
dent loans and student scholarships and cutting
out opportunities.

I do not believe America would be stronger
if we denied tens of thousands of young children
the chance to be in the Head Start program.
I do not believe America will be stronger if
we deny poor school districts the chance to have
small classes and computers in their schools.
I do not believe America will be stronger if
we wreck the ability of the National Govern-
ment to provide for clean air and clean water
and safe drinking water and pure food. I do
not believe that.

I do not believe America will be stronger
if we say to the elderly in this country who
have worked their entire lives, ‘‘We don’t really
care anymore what happens to you and your
health care. It’s all right with us if some State
tells you that if you or your husband or your
wife have to go into a nursing home, before
they can get any help from the Government,
you’ve got to clean out your bank account;
you’ve got to sell your car; you’ve got to sell
your home.’’ That’s not the kind of America
I want to live in, and I do not believe we
will be stronger if we do that.

And I know we won’t be stronger if we are
not given the ability to stand up for basic de-
cency and peace and freedom and prosperity
around the world, if we are not given the ability
to help to lead the way toward peace in Bosnia
and Northern Ireland and the Middle East and
Haiti and these other places.

This is what America is all about. And what
I want to tell you is, if you look at the future,
there is no nation in the world as well-positioned

as the United States for the 21st century. All
we have to do is to remember our basic values.
And all I ask you to do today is to do the
following: Number one, ask yourself, what do
I have at stake in this debate for a balanced
budget? I need the budget balanced, because
I don’t want a big debt on my future and my
children’s future. But it has to be done in the
right way so that we can protect education and
health care and the environment and the leader-
ship of the United States in the world, because
that’s a big part of what I want.

And I want to leave you with this last thought
as you look at your future. On Monday, nearly
a million people gathered in Washington, DC,
in a remarkable, remarkable march. And they
had a simple message: We want to take respon-
sibility for ourselves, for our families, and for
our communities. But we want the rest of Amer-
ica to join hands with us in making this great
country what it ought to be.

So I ask you to do one last thing. Look
around this crowd today. We are a multiracial,
multiethnic country. In a global village where
people relate to each other across national lines,
nothing, nothing, could give us a greater asset
for the 21st century than our racial and ethnic
diversity. It is a godsend. It is a godsend.

But all the surveys show, of public opinion,
when people are called personally and asked
in the privacy of their home, that there are
still great differences in the way we view the
world based on our racial or ethnic background.
And even on our college campuses today, there
are too many people whose lives are too seg-
regated.

And so I want to repeat to you what I said
at the University of Texas to the students there
earlier this week. Make sure, make sure, that
you have taken the time to really know and
care about and understand somebody who is
of a different race. Make sure you have told
them the truth about how you feel. Make sure
you have listened carefully to how they feel.
And make sure you have done what you could
in your way personally to bring your community
together.

I am telling you, there are a lot of days when
I wish I were your age, looking to the future
that I think you’ll have. It can be a great and
beautiful thing. But we have got to go there
together. And we have got to go there consistent
with the values that made this country great.
We can harness all this technology. We can har-
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ness all these changes to your benefit, to make
your life the most exciting life any generation
of Americans ever had. But you have to help
us. You’ve got to stand up for what you believe.
You’ve got to insist that we do it right. I will
veto, if I have to, any attempt to mortgage your
future. I will not let it happen. But you have
to help me claim your future. That’s something
only you can do. I want you to do it.

I’m honored to be here with you today. I
wish you well tomorrow and for the rest of
your lives.

God bless you, and thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:07 p.m. at the
Oval Mall at Ohio State University. In his remarks,
he referred to Holly Smith, student trustee, Ohio
State University Board of Trustees, and actor and
comedian Richard Lewis, OSU alumnus.

Remarks at the Jefferson-Jackson Day Dinner in Des Moines, Iowa
October 20, 1995

The President. I like to see a Democratic
crowd just a little rowdy. I like to see a meeting
in Iowa where we don’t have to bus people
in to raise a crowd.

I want to thank your State chair, Mike Peter-
son, for inviting me here, and give my regards
to your attorney general, Tom Miller; to Treas-
urer Mike Fitzgerald; to your secretary of agri-
culture, Dale Cochran; the senate president,
Leonard Boswell; the majority leader, Wally
Horn; your house minority leader, Dave
Schraeder; and to all the other Iowans who are
here. And I want to say a special word of thanks
to the Iowans who have been a part of our
administration: Ruth Harkin, the President of
the Overseas Private Investment Corporation;
Bonnie Campbell, who does a wonderful job
running our Violence Against Women Office;
Joel Hern at HUD; Rich Running and Dave
O’Brien at Labor; John Miller at FEMA. All
these Iowans are doing a great job to serve
the United States in the National Government,
and I thank them very much.

You know, 4 years ago I was here in the
middle of the beginning of the Presidential
process. I made a courtesy call because I knew
I wouldn’t do very well in the Iowa caucuses.
[Laughter] I hope that it works out differently
this time. I had the great honor of coming here
to speak to your legislature, and then to come
back to Ames for the rural conference. And
I was very glad to do that.

I didn’t exactly enjoy it, but I was deeply
moved by what I saw when I came here during
the floods. And I think there is something quite
remarkable about this State. And you’re going

to have a very important role in the direction
of the country for many, many years to come.
I came here because I wanted to see the Demo-
cratic Party alive and well and I wanted to speak
to what I believe we have to stand for, clearly,
unambiguously, and proudly, and how I believe
we can reach out to others to broaden our ranks
and deepen our resolve.

I think we have to think first and foremost
about the young people here. I’m glad to see
all these students who are here. I just spoke
to somewhere between 900 and 1,000 of them
in the basement. As an old musician, let me
tell you that even though I wasn’t in the room,
I very much enjoyed the Carroll High School
Jazz Band; they did a great job. I thank them
for that.

I want to say a special word of thanks and
admiration to Senator Harkin for his friendship,
his leadership, and for what he said tonight.
What he said was wise and good and true. I
want you to keep him in the Senate; we need
him. We need him. America needs him.

You know, Tom Harkin was for balancing the
budget when the other guys were still running
up the debt. He was for doing it in a way
that honors our values and our interests. He
worked with me to reduce the deficit but to
increase our investment in education, in tech-
nology, in research, especially in medical re-
search. He fought for the proposition that we
do have certain obligations to one another in
this country. That’s what the Americans with
Disabilities Act is really all about, bringing out
the best in everyone so that we’ll all be stronger.
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