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country, community antidrug coalitions are gath-
ered in auditoriums and town halls to watch
this broadcast. These people have played a large
role in our antidrug efforts, many of them part
of an important campaign led by Lee Brown,
our Director of National Drug Control Policy,
who accompanied me here tonight. With their
help, he is getting an urgent and very straight-
forward message to our teenagers: Stay drug-
free; you have the power. With marijuana use
on the rise among our teens, that’s a message
every one of us must now help to spread every
day.

Tonight the antidrug coalitions all across our
country who are sharing this evening with us
are honoring some of their own and some of
our Nation’s finest. I applaud these honorees
as well, the parents, the police officers, the pros-
ecutors, the clergy, the social service workers,
the doctors, the recovering drug addicts and al-
coholics, and all of their families, for they are
the true foot soldiers and the real heroes in
this, our common national crusade. To them
I say, we know your battle is not easy, but
you are not alone, and you must keep fighting
for all of us and especially for our children.

Like millions of Americans, I know firsthand
how a family suffers from both drug and alcohol
abuse. The consequences of this kind of abuse
are many. But since December 1st is World
AIDS Day, we should take special note that
25 percent of AIDS cases are the result of drug
abuse. Many other cases can be blamed on the
risks our young people take under the influence
of drugs or alcohol.

The battle against substance abuse must be
waged a person at a time, a family at a time,
a school at a time, community by community.
But it must be backed by all of our efforts,
including the President. We are doing what we
can at the national level, with punishment, with
working to keep drugs out of the country, with
helping our community-based efforts to promote
safe and drug-free schools and prevention and
treatment programs that are so important. And
I will keep fighting to keep these things funded.

But I also hope all of you will help me in
this battle against teen smoking. We know that
every day 3,000 of our young people begin to
smoke and that 1,000 of them will have their
lives end prematurely because of it. Children
who reach the age of 20 almost never start
smoking if they haven’t started by then.

These are our common goals and our com-
mon endeavors. We wish for all of our children
a drug-free America. It’s up to each of us to
take the kind of responsibility that your hon-
orees, and the honorees in all those town halls
and auditoriums all across America, have as-
sumed. If we can do our part, we can give
this country a drug-free America in the 21st
century.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:40 p.m. in the
Pantages Theater. In his remarks, he referred to
Joseph A. Califano, Jr., director, Center on Addic-
tion and Substance Abuse, Columbia University;
Frank G. Wells, former chief operating officer,
Walt Disney Productions; entertainer Tony Ben-
nett; and former First Lady Betty Ford.
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Well, I’d like to begin by making an opening
statement and to say how very pleased I am
to have a chance to come here to San Antonio
and to Kelly Air Force Base to follow up on
the meeting that I had with the fine committee
in Washington 2 months ago.

I know that officials from the Defense De-
partment, John White and Rudy de Leon, were
here in August, and they’re back here with me

today. And we have done a lot of work with
this community. I have been very, very im-
pressed with their Kelly 21 project, the vision
of it, the energy of it. I hope that you have
seen the commitment of the administration to
try to maintain employment at appropriate lev-
els, to try to have a reasonable period of transi-
tion, and to try to make sure that in the end
you are as successful as you possibly can be.



1612

Oct. 17 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995

We believe that if we do this right, we can
generate even more employment in this area
as we go through this transition period.

I want to say a special word of thanks to
your former mayor, Secretary Cisneros, who has
worked with me very closely on this and advised
me. General Viccellio, I want to say I know
that this community is very encouraged by the
fact that you’re going to be overseeing this proc-
ess. And I want to say a word of appreciation,
too, to Congressman Henry B. Gonzalez, who
can’t be here today—he’s in Washington—and
of course, to Congressman Frank Tejeda, our
prayers go out to him. I had a quick conversa-
tion with him just a few days ago.

The most important thing, I think, to an-
nounce today for the San Antonio community
is that we have reached an agreement on joint
use of the base which will, obviously, permit
you to do precisely what you proposed to do.
We are committed to implementing that agree-
ment on joint use in good faith. And as I said,

my goal is to do this in such a way that the
strengths of this community and the strengths
of this great resource will generate even more
employment and more stability for you at the
end of this 5-year process—really an 8-year
process—than you had when we began it and
than you would have had given the fact that
we have to lower our presence all across the
country in the aftermath of the cold war. Mr.
Mayor, that’s my commitment, and I think we’re
going to deliver on it.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1 p.m. in the Pilots
Lounge in the Base Operations Building. In his
remarks, he referred to Deputy Secretary of De-
fense John White; Under Secretary of the Air
Force Rudy de Leon; Gen. Henry Viccellio, Jr.,
USAF, Commander, Air Force Materiel Com-
mand; and Mayor William E. Thornton of San
Antonio. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.
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Thank you. Let’s give Frances another hand.
Wasn’t she great? I thought she did a great
job. Mayor Thornton, thank you for your re-
marks and for your remarkable and energetic
leadership during this important time for San
Antonio. General Viccellio, thank you for your
assumption of this new, important task. General
Curtis, thank you for your strong leadership
here; to the other dignitaries here present, in-
cluding the Deputy Secretary of Defense, John
White, who has worked so hard on this project
at my instruction, but also with his own heart
in it; to the members of the Initial Base Adjust-
ment Strategy Committee, or IBASC, as you
call it, Jose Villareal, Juan Solis, and Tullos
Wells; to your county judge, Cynthia Taylor
Krier; and to the workers here at Team Kelly.

And I’d like to say a special word of acknowl-
edgement to one of the people who came down
here with me today, your former mayor and
the finest Secretary of Housing and Urban De-
velopment this country ever had, Henry
Cisneros.

I want to thank the Sky Country and the
Band of the West from Lackland for the music
they provided before I came here. I want to
thank Frances Garza-Alvarado for her introduc-
tion and for the example she’s set of profes-
sionalism and dedication, a model for the peo-
ple, both men and women, that she helps to
train for the jobs of tomorrow. When she talked
about how she felt when she came here 30
years ago, I knew that I was right to fight for
the families and the people of Kelly and the
future of this base and this community, because
Frances represents what America is all about.

Before I get into my remarks, I’d also like
to acknowledge two friends of Kelly Air Force
Base who could not be with us today for dif-
ferent reasons: my friend of many, many years,
over 20 years now, Congressman Henry B. Gon-
zalez, who is working in Washington, and his
colleague, Congressman Frank Tejeda.

Frank is in a different sort of fight now, and
I want to say a word about him. Many of you
know him as more than a Congressman. He’s
your neighbor; he’s your friend. He comes home
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