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In the months since the crisis, Mexico has
demonstrated more strongly than ever that it
is not only our neighbor, it is a very good neigh-
bor. The Mexican people, led by President
Zedillo, have courageously stayed on the road
to reform.

Mr. President, the tough steps you took re-
quired courage and the ability to convince the
Mexican people of the need for short-term pain
in return for long-term gain. But now your re-
solve is paying off. Mexico has turned the corner
toward recovery. And all of your partners in
our region applaud your leadership and your
success and the basic character and vision of
the people of Mexico who have supported your
direction.

During his visit to Washington, President
Zedillo and I discussed how we can move our
partnership forward, not only to benefit our two
nations but the entire hemisphere. By spreading
the success of NAFTA, leading the fight against
crime and corruption and drugs, clearing our
air and cleaning our water, modernizing our
educational systems for the 21st century, we
hope to inspire the efforts of our neighbors
throughout the Americas.

All of us in the Americas have an extraor-
dinary opportunity, if we work together. We can
build a future where our borders serve as
bridges; where open societies and open markets
flourish; where ordinary citizens, their families,
and their communities see the benefits of a free-
market economy without being swept away by
its excesses; where our horizons know no limits
and we prove the promise of our common com-
mitment to democracy and human dignity.

If we achieve that vision, it will be thanks
in no small measure to the steady hand and
the clear-sightedness of my friend and partner
who is here, the distinguished President of Mex-
ico, President Zedillo.

Thank you, Mr. President. Thank you, ladies
and gentlemen.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:13 p.m. in the
Hall of the Americas at the Organization of Amer-
ican States. In his remarks, he referred to Cesar
Gaviria, Secretary General, Organization of Amer-
ican States, and Enrique V. Iglesias, President,
Inter-American Development Bank.

Message to the Congress Transmitting a Report on Hazardous Materials
Transportation
October 11, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with Public Law 103–272, as

amended (49 U.S.C. 5121(e)), I transmit here-
with the Biennial Report on Hazardous Mate-

rials Transportation for Calendar Years 1992–
1993 of the Department of Transportation.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
October 11, 1995.

Teleconference Remarks With Rural Hospital Administrators and an
Exchange With Reporters
October 12, 1995

The President. First of all, let me thank you
very much for participating in this conference
call to discuss the importance of continuing to
invest in health care in rural America.

As you all know, we are involved here in
a serious attempt to balance the budget. I want
to balance the budget. I have offered the Con-
gress a proposal to do it. I think it will help
to lift the burden of debt off our children, it
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