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Statement on Signing the Military Construction Appropriations Act, FY

1996
October 3, 1995

Today I have signed into law H.R. 1817, the
“Military Construction Appropriations Act, FY
1996,” which provides funding for military con-
struction and family housing programs of the
Department of Defense.

I am pleased that the Act provides my full
request for the vast majority of military con-
struction projects, the military family housing
program, other quality of life facilities for our
military personnel and their families, and the
Defense Department base closure and realign-
ment program. Especially noteworthy, the bill
funds my request for the Defense Department
Family Housing Improvement Fund, which will
give the Department a new vehicle for acquiring
and improving military housing and supporting
facilities more quickly and at lower cost than
with conventional funding and acquisition meth-
ods.

Although I am disappointed that the Act pro-
vides more funding than requested, most of the
unrequested appropriations are for legitimate
defense requirements. Funding was provided in
FY 1996 rather than in future years.

I am concerned, however, that Congress has
chosen to spend $70 million on unneeded

projects. The Defense Department has not iden-
tified these projects as priorities, and they will
not help improve the quality of life for our
service members. These projects are clear exam-
ples of why the President needs line-item veto
authority. The taxpayers deserve protection from
this kind of wasteful spending, and if I had
the line-item veto, I would use it to strike this
$70 million. Unfortunately, Congress still has not
completed action on legislation to provide the
President with line-item veto authority. The
American people have waited long enough. I
strongly urge the Congress to complete action
on line-item veto legislation now so I can elimi-
nate wasteful spending this year.

The American people sent us here to change
the way Washington does business. Passing the
line-item veto would be a good place for this
Congress to start.

WILLIAM |. CLINTON
The White House,
October 3, 1995.

NotE: H.R. 1817, approved October 3, was as-
signed Public Law No. 104-32.

Message to the House of Representatives Returning Without Approval the
Legislative Branch Appropriations Bill, FY 1996

October 3, 1995

To the House of Representatives:

I am returning today without my approval
H.R. 1854, the “Legislative Branch Appropria-
tions Bill, FY 1996.”

H.R. 1854 is, in fact, a disciplined bill, one
that I would sign under different circumstances.
But, at this point, Congress has completed ac-
tion on only two of the 13 FY 1996 appropria-
tions bills: this one and H.R. 1817, the Military
Construction appropriations bill. Thus, the vast
majority of Federal activities lack final FY 1996
funding and are operating under a short-term
continuing resolution.

I appreciate the willingness of Congress to
work with my Administration to produce an ac-
ceptable short-term continuing resolution before
completing action on the regular, full-year ap-
propriations bills for FY 1996. I believe, how-
ever, that it would be inappropriate to provide
full-year regular funding for Congress and its
offices while funding for most other activities
of Government remains incomplete, unresolved,
and uncertain.

As I said two months ago, I don’t think Con-
gress should take care of its own business before
it takes care of the people’s business. I stated
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that if the congressional leadership were to fol-
low through on its plan to send me its own
funding bill before finishing work on the rest
of the budget, I would veto it. I am now fol-
lowing through on that commitment.

Remarks Welcoming Pope John Paul
October 4, 1995

Archbishop McCarrick, Archbishop
Cacciavillan, Cardinal Keeler, Father Theroux,
the members of the Cabinet, the Members of
the Congress, Governor Whitman, Mayor James,
honored guests: Your Holiness, it is a great
pleasure and an honor to welcome you back
to the United States.

You seemed to bring us the rain, but we
need the rain, and we thank you for that. Your
return has been greatly anticipated by the Amer-
ican people, and as you have gathered from
the welcome of the children and the not-so-
young, all Americans are very, very happy to
see you.

This is our third opportunity to visit. I look
forward to our discussion, and I am grateful
that your voice—for peace and hope and for
the values that support every family and the
family of humanity.

On this, your fourth visit to our Nation, you
will see an America striving to build on our
ideals of peace and charity, justice and toler-
ance. When you visit the United Nations and
you speak to the General Assembly, you will
be retracing the steps of Pope Paul VI in his
visit to the United States which began 30 years
ago this day. He became the first Pontiff to
visit our beloved country when he spoke to the
United Nations in the name of peace.

The Catholic faithful here in America have
always taken an active role in making our coun-
try better. The Catholic Church helps the poor,
the children, the elderly, the afflicted, and our
families. You will see their handiwork here in
the city of Newark and throughout your visit.
The Church has given life to the idea that in
the human community we all have obligations
to one another. This idea is rooted in Church
institutions, including thousands of charitable ac-
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I urge the Congress to move forward prompt-
ly on completing the FY 1996 appropriations
bills in a form that I can accept.

WILLIAM |. CLINTON

The White House,
October 3, 1995.

IT in Newark, New Jersey

tivities, the Catholic Charities, the Campaign for
Human Development, the network of Catholic
hospitals, and other agencies that help all Ameri-
cans, and of course, it is rooted in the 9,000
Catholic elementary and high schools, and more
than 200 Catholic colleges here in the United
States. And they too, thankfully, serve all Ameri-
cans.

As distinct as Catholicism is, it shares some-
thing with many other faiths in our Nation, the
unshakable values that are at the core of our
society that hold us together as a country. We
Americans are a people of faith, expressed in
many ways. With the most diverse population
on Earth, our Nation counts more religions than
any other, more than 1,500, and more places
of worship than any other. Indeed, even as we
gather here now, many of our fellow citizens
are in their synagogues fasting and observing
the holiest day of the Jewish calendar, Yom
Kippur, the day of atonement.

Our great American poet, Walt Whitman, who
I know is a favorite of yours, once wrote about
America, “The real and permanent grandeur of
these States must be their religion. Otherwise,
there is no real and permanent grandeur.” That
is the America that awaits you and your visit,
Your Holiness. Our faith matters to us as indi-
viduals and as families. Our faith supports our
families, strengthens them, and keeps them to-
gether.

Your Holiness, you have written and spoken
so eloquently of family rights, and women and
men everywhere welcomed your recent open
letter on the dignity and rights of women. The
First Lady and I thank you, especially, for the
words of support from the Holy See regarding
her speech on the rights of families, women,
and their children, at the recent conference on
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