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and good intentions are the key for the imple-
mentation of the peace process

President Clinton. Well, let me answer—I'll
try to answer both of them. First of all, our
bilateral relations are important with Egypt, but
one of the things that is shaping our bilateral
relations is the leadership that Egypt is showing
in the region and throughout the Arab world
as a force for peace and the strong stand taken
against terrorism, which we want to cooperate
with and support. I believe that that is very
important not only for the strong tourism indus-
try in Egypt but for getting investment and
growth into the country and over the long run.

Secondly, I think Egypt’s role as a regional
leader will help us to strengthen our bilateral
relationship. For example, if we can locate the
Middle Eastern development bank there, that’s
not just to develop things for the Palestinians,
that's for the whole region. What we want to
do is to bring in a huge influx of capital into
the Middle East to bring the benefits of peace
to all the people who have fought for it. And
since Egypt was the first nation to make peace
and since President Mubarak has been a leading,
consistent, unwavering force for the peace proc-
ess, 1 think Egypt would benefit dramatically
from that. So we will work on that.

Now secondly, with regard to the intentions
of the Israelis, I believe that the Prime Minister
and his government are completely committed
to this. And I saw yesterday these maps that
were signed in here that are the annexes to
the words of the agreement. They signed—
Chairman Arafat and Prime Minister Rabin
signed 26 maps that had literally thousands and
thousands of decisions on them. So they know

exactly what theyre getting into. They have
made very, very detailed commitments to one
another.

And just as I believe that Chairman Arafat
is going to do his best to try to diminish terror,
I believe that the Prime Minister will do every-
thing he can to fulfill both the letter and the
spirit of the agreement. And that is one of the
things that the United States has been able to
do with the leadership of the Secretary of State
and Mr. Ross. And our whole team is to try
to work with the parties to make sure that their
relationship ripens.

And T will say this: I would urge you to go
back and carefully review the text of the state-
ments made not only yesterday at the ceremony
but last night at the reception by both Prime
Minister Rabin and Chairman Arafat. They said
some remarkable things, some things that they
certainly didn’t say here 2 years ago, which,
to me, showed that they are kind of opening
up to one another and that the level of trust
is growing.

Now, we all know that none of us have total
control over people who are, in theory, within
our dominion. Here in the United States we
have crimes committed every day that the Presi-
dent cannot stop. But I think they are pro-
ceeding in good faith, and I think that the peo-
ple in the Middle East will have a high level
of confidence in the way the Israelis proceed
now.

NoOTE: The exchange began at 11:20 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of this ex-
change.

Exchange With Reporters on the 1996 Election

September 29, 1995

Q. Mr. President, I don’t know if you've heard
that Governor Pete Wilson is going to drop out
of the Presidential race this afternoon.

The President. No. Are you sure? [Laughter]
Well, I—that's a very personal decision. It's a
difficult road, and I respect the judgment that
he would make, or anybody would make under
these circumstances, since I've been through it.
I hope we will continue to be able to work
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together on some of our common problems. I
said in Los Angeles when I was there a couple
of days ago that the Governor’s office worked
very closely with us when we were trying to
solve the problems of the medical center for
Los Angeles County, and there’s a lot of impor-
tant work to do and he still has a very important

job.
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Q. Does this help your prospects in Cali-
fornia?
The President. I don’t know.

NOTE: The exchange began at 11:45 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House prior to discus-

sions with King Hussein of Jordan. In his remarks,
the President referred to Governor Pete Wilson
of California. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of this exchange.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to a Meeting With Congressional Leaders

September 29, 1995

The President. Is everyone in? Ladies and
gentlemen, we are about to begin a meeting
between the congressional leadership and the
administration to discuss our progress in Bosnia
and where we’re going from here. But before
we do, let me begin by saying a thank you
to the leadership of Congress for their successful
effort to avoid any kind of interruption in our
Government operations as we work toward a
balanced budget over the next several weeks.

This is the kind of cooperation that makes
it possible for our country not only to work
but to be great. And I hope that we will have
more of it. It is also the kind of cooperation,
frankly, that was really being celebrated yester-
day when we marked another important mile-
stone on the road to peace in the Middle East.

American leadership has worked for peace in
the Middle East through Democratic and Re-
publican administrations for a very long time
now, step by step, with discipline and deter-
mination over years. And yesterday, we cele-
brated the product of that kind of effort.

Let me also say that I believe we must con-
tinue to work together in Bosnia, and I very
much appreciate the expressions of support that
have come from leaders in both parties for the
efforts that we have been making in recent
weeks.

We are now closer to a settlement because
of the initiatives we've taken than at any time
in the last 4 years because of the combined
impacts of the NATO air strikes, the United
States diplomatic initiative, and the changes that
have occurred on the ground. If and when there
is a peace agreement, as I have said since early
1993, I believe America must be a part of help-
ing to implement that agreement, because
NATO will have to do it in order for it to
work, and we are the leaders of NATO.

I have consistently opposed the involvement
of our troops in any combat and in this United
Nations mission, but this is a very different
thing, and I believe it's very, very important
that we play a part of it.

I just received an update from our team and
the work they’re doing, and I can tell you that
we are now seeing some serious discussion of
the possibility of a cease-fire, which I hope can
be successfully concluded as a prelude to getting
into the other details of the agreement.

But I'm looking forward to this meeting. I
thank Senator Dole, the Speaker, for being here,
and Senator Daschle, Congressman Bonior, and
all of the others who are here. And we're look-
ing forward to the meeting.

And I thank you for the continuing resolution.
If, as expected, it passes today, I expect to sign
it as soon as it hits my desk. And as I said,
that’s a good omen for our efforts to successfully
conclude an effort to balance the budget.

1996 Election

Q. Can I ask Senator Dole to comment on
Pete Wilson’s decision to drop out of the Presi-
dential race? Is this going to help your prospects
of challenging the President next November?

Q. That’s a fast jump from Bosnia.

Senator Bob Dole. No, I haven’t had a chance
to talk to the President about it, so—[laughter].

Q. Does this mean there’s no room in the
Republican Party for moderate Republicans?

Senator Strom Thurmond. This is not a polit-
ical meeting.

Senator Dole. Yes—I don’t like to answer
questions at the President's meeting. T'll be
happy to do it later.
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