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in the next few weeks when we make decisions
that will shape the future of our great country
into the 21st century, I’ll try to keep her exam-
ple in mind. And my challenge is that everyone
else do the same. If we do, this great country
is going to do just fine.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:24 p.m. in the
Grand Ballroom at the Washington Convention
Center. In his remarks, he referred to former box-
ing champion Muhammad Ali and civil rights at-
torney Renee Gaters.

Remarks on the Middle East Peace Process
September 24, 1995

The President. Good morning. Not long ago,
Israel and the Palestinians announced that they
have reached a full agreement on implementing
the next phase of the Declaration of Principles.
This is a big step on the road to a just and
lasting peace in the Middle East. And on behalf
of the American people, I want to congratulate
the negotiators and their leaders who continue
to work and persevere and to prevail over the
enemies of peace, including some who are will-
ing to use terror to try to derail the peace proc-
ess.

At the request of the parties, I have gladly
agreed to host a signing ceremony at the White
House on September 28th. We will also be invit-
ing other regional leaders and, obviously, other
interested parties who have to be involved in
this—entire venture a success. But this is a good
day for peace in the Middle East and a good
omen for good steps in the future.

Q. What do you think the impact will be
on the hope for a comprehensive Middle East
peace between Israel and all of its Arab neigh-
bors?

The President. I don’t think it can be anything
but positive. But we’ve learned from experience
to take these things one at a time and to ham-
mer out step-by-step progress and not to read
too much into it. But I feel quite good about
this; this is a major step. And as you know
from your own observations, they have worked
very hard over some very contentious issues that
were quite difficult and complex. And I’ve been
encouraged by what I’ve heard this morning
about the progress that’s been made.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:52 a.m. at An-
drews Air Force Base, prior to his departure for
Avoca, PA. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of these remarks.

Remarks on Arrival in Avoca, Pennsylvania
September 24, 1995

Thank you very much. Good morning, and
thank you for coming out. I want to say, first
of all, how very much I appreciate the kindness
that so many of you have shown to my wife
and to the members of our family. And if we
ever cause an interruption in ordinary flow of
life here when the Rodham family comes back
to its roots, I apologize for that. But you can’t
imagine how much they all love it.

We’re going back to Lake Winola today for
the first time since our daughter was not quite

2 years old. So she doesn’t have much of a
memory of the first time we took her up there.
We were talking about that this morning, getting
ready to come up here.

Let me also give you a little good news. I’m
sorry we’re a few minutes late this morning,
but I got up early this morning at the White
House and was on the phone for a couple of
hours because this morning, or morning our
time, not very long ago, the Israelis and the
Palestinians have reached agreement on the next
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