
1279

Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995 / Sept. 2

Remarks to the Troops at Wheeler Army Airfield in Honolulu
September 1, 1995

Audience member. Go Razorbacks!
The President. That’s good. Promote that man.

[Laughter]
Let me say, first of all, I thank you for the

magnificent job that you did today. It was thrill-
ing to all the veterans who are here and all
their family members, and thrilling to the people
in the United States who saw it on television.
I thank you for your service and your devotion
to your country. I hope you realize just how
historic these few days are. I hope every one
of you has the opportunity to get out and meet
some of these World War II veterans who were

here 50 years before you and whose legacy you
have carried on so greatly.

I just want you to know that I, as the Presi-
dent and Commander in Chief and as an Amer-
ican citizen, am profoundly grateful to you for
your service to this country, proud of what you
represent, and I’m determined to do everything
I can to support you, to see that we can, to-
gether, do our job to preserve our freedom and
expand democracy. You are terrific.

Thank you. God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:43 a.m. on the
lanai of the consolidated mess.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Deployment of
United States Aircraft to Bosnia-Herzegovina
September 1, 1995

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I last reported to the Congress on May 24,

1995, concerning U.S. support for the United
Nations and North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) efforts in the former Yugoslavia. I am
today reporting on the use of U.S. combat and
support aircraft commencing on August 29, 1995
(EDT), in a series of NATO air strikes against
Bosnian Serb Army (BSA) forces in Bosnia-
Herzegovina that were threatening the U.N.-de-
clared safe areas of Sarajevo, Tuzla, and
Gorazde. The NATO air strikes were launched
following an August 28, 1995, BSA mortar attack
on Sarajevo that killed 37 people and injured
over 80. This tragic and inexcusable act was
the latest in a series of BSA attacks on unarmed
civilians in the safe areas.

By way of background, and as I am sure you
are aware, the situation in eastern Bosnia-
Herzegovina, and in particular the safe areas
in the so-called ‘‘eastern enclaves,’’ changed dra-
matically in the month of July. On July 11, 1995,
the safe area of Srebrenica fell to the BSA fol-
lowing repeated BSA attacks. As a result of the
fall of Srebrenica, over 40,000 persons were
forced from their homes. Similarly, on July 26,
1995, the safe area of Zepa fell to attacking

BSA forces with over 8,000 persons displaced.
As a result of these actions by the BSA, inten-
sive discussions took place between U.N. and
NATO authorities to address what could be
done to enhance protection of the remaining
safe areas of Sarajevo, Tuzla, Bihac, and
Gorazde.

Under United Nations Security Council Reso-
lution (UNSCR) 824 of May 6, 1993, certain
portions of Bosnia-Herzegovina, including the
city of Sarajevo, were established as safe areas
that should be ‘‘free from armed attacks and
from any other hostile act.’’ Additionally, under
UNSCR 836 of June 4, 1993, member states
and regional organizations are authorized, in
close coordination with the United Nations, to
take all necessary measures, through the use
of air power, to support the United Nations
Protection Forces (UNPROFOR) in the per-
formance of its mandate related to the safe
areas. This mandate includes deterring attacks
and replying to bombardments on the safe areas.
Consistent with these and other resolutions, and
in light of the recent events described above,
the United Nations requested and NATO initi-
ated air strikes on August 29, 1995. The air
strikes were fully coordinated with the simulta-
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