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But let me just say this in closing. We have
an embargo against Saddam Hussein in Iraq,
and you see what happened. We put a lot of
pressure on it; we now have some defectors
coming over, weakening his power. If we say,
‘‘We’re going to ignore you, and we’re going
to sell arms to the Bosnians,’’ then what’s to
prevent other countries from saying, ‘‘Okay, we’ll
ignore the U.N. embargo in Iraq, and we’ll bol-
ster Saddam Hussein?’’

Rap Music
Ms. Soren. I just have two more quick ques-

tions. Do you think it’s a good thing that Time-
Warner wants to sell Interscope Records? Do
you know anything about that?

The President. No.

Death of Jerry Garcia
Ms. Soren. I wanted to ask you if you were—

well, Jerry Garcia has affected millions of Ameri-
cans.

The President. Me, too.
Q. Were you a fan? Have you ever been

to a Grateful Dead show? And why do you
think he affected so many people of different
backgrounds and generations?

The President. Well, first of all, he was just
a great talent. I mean, he was really—he was
a genius. And I was really pleased to see the
Grateful Dead have one more great run around
the country, you know, in the last couple of
years and see all these young teenagers gravi-
tating to a group that all of us liked 20 or
more years ago. He had a great gift. And he
even wound up putting out that line of ties.
He had great ties. I would go around wearing
Jerry Garcia ties and giving them away to peo-
ple. So I was very sad when he died.

But he also had a terrible problem that was
a legacy of the life he lived and the demons
he dealt with. And I would hope that all of
us who loved his music and valued his contribu-
tions would also reflect on the consequences

of, again, really self-destructive behavior. I
mean, the lesson of Jerry Garcia’s life is that
he made a great contribution and he really was
a—he had at least two generations of
Deadheads, you know.

Ms. Soren. Is Chelsea a fan at all? Has she
ever gone to a show?

The President. Yes, very much. But she and
I were talking—we had a long talk about it
the other day, right before I left to come to
the office. She called me on the phone. She’s
out of town, and she called me on the phone,
and we were talking about it. And she was talk-
ing about all the kids in her school who are
great fans of Jerry Garcia, and we had a long
talk about it.

But I would hope that as we mourn him
and sort of feel grateful for what he did, we
also—young people should say, ‘‘I’m not going
to die that way. I’m not going to die in a clinic
with a drug addiction. I’m not going to do it.’’
You don’t have to have a destructive lifestyle
to be a genius and make a contribution. You
don’t have to do that.

Cigarette Advertising
Ms. Soren. Any thoughts on the advertising,

cigarette advertising being a tax deduction?
The President. I’ll look into it. It’s an inter-

esting idea. Nobody ever even raised it to me
before. Maybe you should be here making pub-
lic policy. That’s great.

Ms. Soren. I don’t think so. I think I’m quite
busy. I wouldn’t want your job.

The President. Thanks.

NOTE: The interview began at 11 a.m. in the Oval
Office at the White House. In his remarks, the
President referred to rock musicians Keith Rich-
ards of the Rolling Stones and the late Jerry Garcia
of the Grateful Dead; Norma McCorvey, plaintiff
in the Roe v. Wade case; and President Saddam
Hussein of Iraq.

Remarks Announcing Comprehensive Nuclear Weapons Test Ban
Negotiations
August 11, 1995

Good afternoon. Today I am announcing my
decision to negotiate a true zero yield com-

prehensive test ban. This is an historic milestone
in our efforts to reduce the nuclear threat to



1252

Aug. 11 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995

build a safer world. The United States will now
insist on a test ban that prohibits any nuclear
weapons test explosion or any other nuclear ex-
plosion. I am convinced this decision will speed
the negotiations so that we can achieve our goal
of signing a comprehensive test ban next year.

As a central part of this decision, I am estab-
lishing concrete, specific safeguards that define
the conditions under which the United States
will enter into a comprehensive test ban. These
safeguards will strengthen our commitments in
the areas of intelligence monitoring and
verification, stockpile stewardship, maintenance
of our nuclear laboratories, and test readiness.

They also specify the circumstances under
which I would be prepared, in consultation with
Congress, to exercise our supreme national in-
terest rights under a comprehensive test ban
to conduct necessary testing if the safety or reli-
ability of our nuclear deterrent could no longer
be certified.

As a part of this arrangement, I am today
directing the establishment of a new annual re-
porting and certification requirement that will
ensure that our nuclear weapons remain safe
and reliable under a comprehensive test ban.

I appreciate the time, the energy, and the
wisdom that the Secretaries of State, Defense,
and Energy; the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff; the Directors of Central Intelligence
and the Arms Control and Disarmament Agency
have all devoted to the review of this crucial

national security issue over the last several
months.

American leaders since Presidents Eisenhower
and Kennedy have believed a comprehensive
test ban would be a major stride toward stop-
ping the proliferation of nuclear weapons. Now,
as then, such a treaty would greatly strengthen
the security of the United States and nations
throughout the world. But now, unlike then,
such a treaty is within our reach.

It would build upon the successes we have
achieved so far: Securing a permanent extension
of the Nuclear Non-proliferation Treaty; freez-
ing North Korea’s nuclear program; cutting ex-
isting nuclear arsenals by putting the START
I Treaty into force; persuading Ukraine, Belarus,
and Kazakhstan to give up their nuclear weapons
and to reach agreements with Russia that now
mean that both our nations no longer target
our missiles at each other.

A comprehensive test ban is the right step
as we continue pulling back from the nuclear
precipice, a precipice which we began to live
with 50 years ago this week. It moves us one
step closer to the day when no nuclear weapons
are detonated anywhere on the face of the
Earth.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m., in the
Briefing Room at the White House.

Statement on Comprehensive Nuclear Weapons Test Ban Negotiations
August 11, 1995

One of my administration’s highest priorities
is to negotiate a comprehensive test ban treaty
(CTBT) to reduce the danger posed by nuclear
weapons proliferation. To advance that goal and
secure the strongest possible treaty, I am an-
nouncing today my decision to seek a zero yield
CTBT. A zero yield CTBT would ban any nu-
clear weapon test explosion or any other nuclear
explosion immediately upon entry into force. I
hope it will lead to an early consensus among
all states at the negotiating table.

Achieving a CTBT was a goal of both Presi-
dents Eisenhower and Kennedy. Now, as then,
such a treaty would greatly strengthen U.S. and

global security and create another barrier to nu-
clear proliferation and nuclear weapons develop-
ment. At the conclusion of the Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty Review Conference in May,
all parties to that treaty agreed to work to com-
plete a CTBT no later than 1996. Today, I want
to reaffirm our commitment to do everything
possible to conclude the CTBT negotiations as
soon as possible so that a treaty can be signed
next year.

As part of our national security strategy, the
United States must and will retain strategic nu-
clear forces sufficient to deter any future hostile
foreign leadership with access to strategic nu-
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