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July 1, 1995

Good morning. On this Fourth of July week-
end, I want to talk about one thing that is at
the root of all of our independence: going to
work. It makes you self-sufficient. It makes you
and your family truly independent.

Unfortunately, millions of Americans are not
independent because they are dependent on
welfare. The vast majority of these Americans
dream the same dreams most of us do. They
want the same dignity that comes from going
to work and the pride that comes from doing
right by their children. They want to be inde-
pendent.

The Congress and I are now working hard
on welfare reform to give them that kind of
independence. I look forward to Congress pass-
ing and my signing into law a bipartisan bill
that stands a real chance of ending welfare as
we know it.

Though there are very different approaches
in the bills now before Congress, we have
agreed on much of what we need to do. We
agree there must be time limits on welfare, after
which all who can must work. And I’m pleased
that Congress has now agreed with me that we
must enforce child support with the toughest
possible laws.

But if we’re going to end welfare, we must
do more about a crucial element that is missing
from the current approach of many in Congress.
Instead of providing the child care people need
to get off welfare, some in Congress actually
are trying to cut child care.

So today I say to Congress, child care must
be the central element of our effort to put wel-
fare mothers to work. The bold plan that I sup-
port, which has been proposed by Senators
Daschle, Breaux, and Mikulski, provides that
kind of child care. Our bill presents a genuine
opportunity for bipartisan agreement, and I
hope we take advantage of it soon. After all,
we should want the same thing for people on
welfare we want for all Americans, the chance
to build strong families and to make the most
of their own lives.

The very name of the welfare program says
it all: Aid to Families With Dependent Children.
Children by nature are dependent. The point
of welfare reform must not be to punish chil-
dren but to help their families become inde-
pendent. To be independent with dependent
children, a person must be able to succeed both
as a worker and a parent. That’s what most
Americans have to do these days.

That’s a big reason I worked so hard back
in 1993 to cut taxes for working families with
children whose incomes were under $28,000,
and now they’re about $1,000 lower than they
used to be. And that’s why I’m working hard
to include in my middle class bill of rights a
tax credit of $500 per child for all the children
under 13 in middle class families. And that’s
why it is pure fantasy to believe we can put
a welfare mother to work unless we provide
child care for her children. We don’t need more
latchkey kids. We certainly don’t need more ne-
glected children. And we don’t want more wel-
fare mothers staying at home, living on welfare
just because they can’t find child care.

We do want people to be good workers and
good parents. And if we want parents on welfare
to go to work, we have to make sure they can
find good, clean, safe places for their children
to go during the day.

Many in Congress want to cut child care just
to save money. Well, I want to cut spending,
and I want to save money too. But we have
to do it the smart way. Cutting child care will
make it harder for parents to get off and stay
off welfare. It will therefore cost us far more
down the road than it will ever save in the
near term.

Some people in Congress want to take even
more extreme steps that will hurt, not strength-
en, families. They don’t want welfare reform
unless it cuts off all help to children whose
mothers are poor, young, and unmarried. I want
to discourage teen pregnancy. We have to do
that, but not by hurting innocent babies. We
should require teen mothers to live at home,
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stay in school, and turn their lives around so
they and their children stay off welfare for good.

Our administration has already put 29 States
on the road to ending welfare as we know it
with waivers to free them up from cumbersome
Federal rules and regulations when they have
good ideas to reform welfare. Today I’m pleased
to announce that Virginia will receive the newest
waiver. Virginia’s plan requires people on wel-
fare to go to work. Like the States of Oregon,
Missouri, and a few others, it also allows money
now spent on welfare and food stamps to go
to employers to supplement wages to help cre-
ate jobs in the private sector. And it helps peo-
ple get child care. It’s a good plan, and I’m
proud to be supporting it.

Several months ago, I called on Congress to
send me a welfare reform bill by July 4th, Inde-

pendence Day. I’m disappointed they haven’t
been able to meet that deadline, but I am hope-
ful that we’ll move forward on a bipartisan wel-
fare reform bill. I don’t want filibusters. I don’t
want vetoes. I don’t want gridlock. But I do
want real welfare reform that requires work,
demands responsibility, and provides the child
care people need to move off welfare and to
be successful as workers and parents.

It’s time to get to work so we can give mil-
lions of other Americans a new Independence
Day.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 12:38 p.m.
on June 30 at the Sheraton Chicago in Chicago,
IL, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July 1.

Remarks at the Opening Ceremonies of the Special Olympics World
Games in New Haven, Connecticut
July 1, 1995

Let’s give her another hand. [Applause] Thank
you, Loretta Claiborne, for that wonderful intro-
duction. And thank you for the power of your
example for young people all across America
and throughout the world: I know we’re all im-
pressed that you have completed 25 marathons.
I’m also pleased that in these games you’re rep-
resenting Team Pennsylvania in one of my favor-
ite sports, bowling. I also want to thank four
other very special runners—four members of the
United States Special Olympics Team, David
Congdon, David McQuarry, Troy Rutter and
Daniel Bailey, who came to Washington to the
White House this week to run 3 miles with
me to highlight the importance of Special Olym-
pics. They were much faster than I was, but
they were very gentle and kind that day. I want
to congratulate the city of New Haven and the
State of Connecticut for the magnificent job that
they have done. From the Governor, the Sen-
ators, the members of the congressional district,
to the mayor, to all the ordinary citizens in
this State and this wonderful city where my
wife and I met almost 25 years ago: You have
done a wonderful, wonderful job.

Ladies and gentlemen, we must also thank
the person whose inspiration, leadership, and

determination has brought us all here today, the
founder of these games, Eunice Shriver. Year
after year, decade after decade, her vision grows
clearer and her energy seems to increase as
she brings more and more and more of us
throughout the world into the orbit of her in-
credible determination to make the Special
Olympics all that it can be and to mean all
that it can mean for all of us.

We also thank her for making the Special
Olympics a family affair. Thank you, Sargent
Shriver, for being the creative force behind the
worldwide growth of Special Olympics. And
thank you, Timothy Shriver, for doing such an
outstanding job as president of these 1995
games.

I also want to thank the distinguished former
Governor of Connecticut, Lowell Weicker, who
has continued to serve his country magnificently
as the chairman of these 1995 games. Thank
you, Lowell Weicker. Please stand up. Thank
you. [Applause]

Let me welcome also leaders throughout the
world who have come here to cheer for their
athletes. We have people from countries all
across the globe. I am here to cheer for the
Americans. They’re here to cheer for their ath-
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