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Statement on Agreement With Congress on Budget Rescissions Legislation

June 29, 1995

I am pleased that we have reached an agree-
ment with Republicans and Democrats in the
Congress on the rescissions bill.

I vetoed the original rescissions bill because
it reduced the deficit the wrong way. The new
bill achieves the same amount of deficit reduc-
tion as the previous bill, but it does so the
right way, by protecting investments in children,
education, national service, job training, and the
environment that Congress wanted to cut. These
are the kind of balanced priorities that make
sense for our country as we enter the difficult
budget debates ahead.

Specifically, the new legislation restores $733
million in these critical areas, including $220
million for the safe and drug-free schools pro-
gram, $60 million for training teachers and other
reforms under Goals 2000, $105 million for
AmeriCorps, and $225 million for the safe drink-
ing water program.

Like the original bill, the legislation contains
over $16 billion in spending cuts, and it provides
supplemental funds I requested for disaster re-
lief activities of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, the Federal response to the
bombing in  Oklahoma City, increased
antiterrorism efforts, and debt relief to Jordan
to facilitate progress toward a Middle East peace
settlement.

We have now achieved a bill that I am pre-
pared to sign. This is essential legislation, and

I hope the Congress will act on it quickly. While
on balance I believe we made such significant
changes that I am able to sign the legislation,
the bill does contain provisions I do not support.

I still do not believe this bill should contain
any of the provisions relating to timber. I op-
posed the timber salvage rider because I believe
that it threatens once again to lead to legal
gridlock and to impair, rather than promote,
sustainable economic activity. I continue to have
that concern. But the conferees did accept im-
portant changes in the language that preserve
our ability to implement the current forest plans
and their standards and to protect other re-
sources such as clean water and fisheries.

Furthermore, Chairman Hatfield insists that
the timber salvage provisions provide complete
discretion for the administration to implement
these provisions according to our best judgment.

I take Senator Hatfield at his word. There-
fore, after signing the rescissions bill into law,
I will direct the Secretary of Agriculture, the
Secretary of the Interior, and all other Federal
agencies to carry out timber salvage activities
consistent with the spirit and intent of our forest
plans and all existing environmental laws.

We will abide by the balanced goals of our
forest plans, and we will not violate our environ-
mental standards. Both are too important to pro-
tecting our quality of life and our economy.

Message to the Congress on District of Columbia Budget Legislation

June 29, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with section 446 of the District
of Columbia Self-Government and Govern-
mental Reorganization Act, I am transmitting
the District of Columbia’s Proposed FY 1995
Second Supplemental Budget and Rescissions of
Authority Request Act and the Proposed FY
1996 Budget Request Act.

The Proposed FY 1996 Budget has not been
reviewed or approved by the District of Colum-
bia Financial Responsibility and Management
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Assistance Authority, created by Public Law
104-8, the District of Columbia Financial Re-
sponsibility and Management Assistance Act of
1995 (the “Act”). It will be subject to such re-
view and approval pursuant to section 208 of
the Act.

WILLIAM ]. CLINTON

The White House,
June 29, 1995.
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Remarks at a Fundraiser in Chicago, Illinois

June 29, 1995

Thank you very much. Mr. Mayor, thank you
for your introduction, your support, the power
of your leadership. Thank you, Bill Daley, for
being willing to leave Chicago and come to
Washington, which is prima facie evidence of
some loss of sanity—[laughter]—to help us pass
NAFTA. And thank you for your long friendship
and your support.

Thank you, Father Wall, for getting us off
on the right start. Maybe we’ll be a little less
partisan, a little less like the Republicans tonight
since you prayed over us to start. I thank you
all for being here and for your support.

When Hillary was making her remarks I was
looking at her, imagining her here, thinking
about the first time I ever came to Chicago
to see my wife, before we were married. I be-
lieve I was in her house 3 hours before her
father came down and said hello to me. [Laugh-
ter] It was sort of like running for President;
you just can’t get discouraged; you have to keep
going and—Tllaughter]—you’re laughing, but
that's the truth, that story I'm telling. And I
owe so much to this city and to this State.

Last Saturday I was home in Arkansas, in
a little town called Pine Bluff. I took Dr. Henry
Foster back there because he was born there,
he grew up there. And that’s still a place where
people judge you by what you do instead of
what you say. And I think we’d be better off
if the rest of America were more like that. But
anyway, we went home to Pine Bluff. And while
we were there, it turned out that in this baseball
park four blocks from where Henry Foster was
born and where he learned to play baseball,
there was a phenomenal amateur baseball tour-
nament going on with all the major amateur
leagues there in a playoff. And it was on ESPN.
And two of the players were drafted right out
there to the majors. And I went to throw out
the first pitch, since I was there. And I was
interviewed by none other than Gary “The
Sarge” Matthews. You all remember him. He
took the Cubs to one of those playoffs. So he
said to me, “Now, come on, Mr. President,
who’s your favorite baseball team?” I said,
“When I married my wife, I inherited two
things, a wonderful family of in-laws and the
Chicago Cubs.” And I expect to get lots of mail.

After I met the Daleys, I got to go to White
Sox games, which made me feel very good about
that.

On the wall of my private little office in the
White House, just off of the Oval Office, I have
one of my most treasured pictures, a picture
of Hillary and me on March 17th, Saint Patrick’s
Day, 1992, in the confetti in Chicago on the
night that we won the Democratic primary in
Mlinois and virtually assured the nomination vic-
tory. And for all of that, I thank you all very,
very much.

Since then this administration has had a re-
markable partnership with this State and this
city, in the ways that the mayor mentioned,
fighting for the crime bill, bringing the Demo-
cratic Convention here, Chicago winning a fair
and open contest to be one of the six cities
in America to get one of our empowerment
zones, to prove that we can have a partnership
between Government and the private sector to
rebuild the poorest parts of America and give
people opportunity and free enterprise again in
every part of the country. And I congratulate
Chicago on that.

I have strongly supported the mayor’s efforts
at school reform, something that I care des-
perately about. If we cannot make our schools
work, we’re going to have a very hard time
prevailing in the 21st century with the American
dream. And you know, over 90 percent of all
the funds for education in America come from
the State and local government. We can do
some things at the national level, and our Sec-
retary of Education, Dick Riley, has done a
great job. But unless there are people at the
grassroots who are committed to making the
schools work so that children learn, they learn
things they need to know, they are useful, they
are effective, we are going to have a very dif-
ficult time. There is no more important battle,
and I congratulate him on waging that battle.

And finally, I'd like to say a word of apprecia-
tion to the city for being willing to work with
us in good faith through Secretary Cisneros and
the Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment in an attempt to reform and really im-
prove the Chicago public housing. We are com-
mitted to that. The mayor is committed to that.
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