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President with a Buffalo City Police Department
shield; Mayor Rudolph Giuliani of New York City;

Mayor Emanuel Cleaver II of Kansas City, MO;
and Mayor Marion Barry of Washington, DC.

Statement on the Observance of Independence Day, 1995

June 29, 1995

I am delighted to join my fellow Americans
in celebrating Independence Day.

Commemorating the birth of the greatest de-
mocracy in the world, the Fourth of July is
a testament to all that is unique about America.
Born of the courage of our founders and sus-
tained by the spirit and sacrifice of every gen-
eration since, our nation has built a proud legacy
of liberty. On this day, millions of our citizens
join friends and loved ones at picnics and pa-
rades to rejoice in the blessings of freedom.
People of all backgrounds unite in celebrating
the energy and optimism that have always de-
fined us as a people.

We are blessed that our country is better able
than any other to face the trials and embrace

the opportunities of the next century. Holding
fast to the noble principles on which America
was founded, we must look toward tomorrow
with the same love of freedom, faith in justice,
and firm commitment to moving forward to-
gether. These ideals, which have seen us
through more than two centuries of challenge
and change, will bring us ever closer to a future
of hope, prosperity, and peace.

Best wishes to all for a wonderful celebration.

BiLL CLINTON

NOTE: An identical message was also made avail-
able by the White House.

Statement on the Supreme Court Decision on the Georgia Congressional

Redistricting Case
June 29, 1995

I am disappointed by the Supreme Court de-
cision in the Georgia congressional redistricting
case. The decision is a setback in the struggle
to ensure that all Americans participate fully
in the electoral process, and it threatens to un-
dermine the promise of the Voting Rights Act.

My administration remains firmly committed
to full enforcement of the Voting Rights Act.
We will continue working to ensure that minor-
ity citizens in racially polarized areas have an
effective remedy against the unlawful dilution
of their votes and against impairment of their
ability to participate in the electoral process.
Congress, on a bipartisan basis, passed the Vot-
ing Rights Act to fulfill the constitutional guar-
antees of full political rights for all citizens, re-

gardless of race. The Justice Department will
continue its vigorous enforcement of the law.

We have traveled a long road to fulfill the
promise of political rights for all citizens. Today
is a difficult day on that journey, but the road
does not end here. While the ruling in the
Georgia case is unfortunate, I am gratified that
the Court’s statements and actions make clear
that race properly may be considered in the
drawing of legislative districts.

Despite today’s setback, we will not let this
decision turn back the clock. We will not aban-
don those citizens who look to the Voting Rights
Act to protect their constitutional rights.
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