
802

June 2 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1995

I want to reiterate and make absolutely clear
that our policy on Bosnia remains firm. For
reasons that I think are obvious, I will have
no further comments on this situation today.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:20 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Capt. Scott F. O’Grady, USAF, and
President Jacques Chirac of the European Coun-
cil.

Remarks to the NCAA Men’s and Women’s Basketball Champions
June 2, 1995

The President. Thank you very much. Ladies
and gentlemen, I’m sorry that other events dic-
tated that we started a little late today, but
I want to welcome all of you to the White
House and all the people who have come from
California and Connecticut: Senator Lieberman,
Congresswoman Kennelly, Congresswoman
DeLauro, Congressman Gejdenson; and from
California, the president of—the chancellor of
UCLA, Chancellor Young; and the officers of
UConn, the chairman of the board, Lew Rome,
and the president, Harry Hartley. I am delighted
to welcome all of you back to the White House
who have been here before and those who are
coming for the first time, to welcome you here.

You know, we ought to get something obvious
out of the way. These championships were hard
on the Vice President and me. I mean, we just
have to hope our ticket does a little better in
’96. [Laughter]

But some of you know, I am a near-fanatic
basketball fan, and I think that any serious stu-
dent of basketball would have to say that this
year in the championship, not only the teams
with the best records but the best teams in
the United States won the championships and
deserve—[inaudible].

I remember vividly when Tyus Edney came
out of the final game with his wrist injury, and
all the people were saying, ‘‘Well, this may be
the undoing of UCLA.’’ And I was sitting there
looking at the team and I said, ‘‘I don’t think
so.’’ [Laughter] I remember people—the discus-
sions that I’ve heard, year-in and year-out, about
how you have to have 10 players to win the
final. And in the final, when you see the really
great players with their adrenalin pumping, I
don’t think so.

And so, I want to congratulate again Coach
Harrick and the Bruins on reviving UCLA’s
magnificent tradition, winning their 11th na-

tional title, and I think that they’ve got a great
future. I also want to congratulate Ed O’Bannon
on being selected the most outstanding player
of the tournament and the NCAA player of the
year for his fantastic season.

I do want to say one thing. I had the privilege
of coming to UCLA and giving the commence-
ment address and being with Chancellor Young
a couple of years ago. I have to chide you on
one thing: I’ve been very proud of the very
outspoken and courageous stance you’ve taken
in favor of continuing affirmative action pro-
grams, so we can—[applause]—but if you had
really believed in spreading opportunity around,
you would not have permitted both the
O’Bannon brothers to be on your team. [Laugh-
ter] Nonetheless, I forgive you for that minor
lapse. [Laughter]

I also want to say a special word of apprecia-
tion to Coach Geno Auriemma and the Con-
necticut Huskies for establishing the most out-
standing winning record in the history of college
basketball, men or women’s basketball. I want
to congratulate Rebecca Lobo, who couldn’t be
here today. We’re all sorry about that. But she’s
representing the U.S. national team in games
in Europe. She once wrote to the president
of the Celtics, saying that she’d be the first
woman to play for their team. All I can say
is that may or may not happen. But the Con-
necticut Huskies did more to make the rest of
America appreciate women’s basketball than any
team has ever done. And they made millions
of fans that will help other university teams all
across this country for years and years and years
in the future, and we thank you for that.

So let me say I’m glad you’re here. I also
want to say to the coach, this team came to
the White House once before, and somebody
messed it up, and they didn’t get in, even the
back door. Today they came in the front door
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with full honors, and I’d like to invite their
coach to come up for a few words. Thank you,
and congratulations.

[At this point, University of Connecticut wom-
en’s coach Geno Auriemma made brief remarks,
and team captain Pam Webber presented gifts
to the President. University of California, Los
Angeles men’s coach Jim Harrick then made
brief remarks, and team captain Ed O’Bannon
presented gifts to the President.]

The President. Is that your dad? [Laughter]
Stand up, Daddy. [Laughter]

Now, here’s what we’re going to do. I’m going
to take a picture with each team, and then we’re

going to break up, take the ropes down, we’ll
all visit a little, okay?

But you know, every year this is so humbling
for me. Most days I wake up and I’m 6 foot
21⁄2 inches, and I’m halfway tall. This day I’m
just another person looking up. [Laughter]

Thank you all for coming. It was a great day.
Thanks.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:30 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Charles E. Young, chancellor, Uni-
versity of California, Los Angeles.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Most-Favored-Nation Trade Status for
Former Eastern Bloc States
June 2, 1995

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I hereby transmit the document referred to

in subsection 402(d)(1) of the Trade Act of
1974, as amended (the ‘‘Act’’), with respect to
a further 12-month extension of the authority
to waive subsections (a) and (b) of section 402
of the Act. This document constitutes my rec-
ommendation to continue in effect this waiver
authority for a further 12-month period, and
includes my reasons for determining that con-
tinuation of the waiver authority and waivers
currently in effect for Albania, Armenia, Azer-
baijan, Belarus, Georgia, Kazakhstan,

Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Mongolia, Tajikistan,
Turkmenistan, Ukraine, and Uzbekistan will sub-
stantially promote the objectives of section 402
of the Act. I will submit a separate report with
respect to the People’s Republic of China.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were set to Newt Gingrich,
Speaker of the House of Representatives, and Al-
bert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. The re-
lated memorandum is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Most-Favored-Nation Trade Status for
China
June 2, 1995

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I hereby transmit the document referred to

in subsection 402(d)(1) of the Trade Act of
1974, as amended (‘‘the Act’’), with respect to
the continuation of a waiver of application of
subsections (a) and (b) of section 402 of the
Act to the People’s Republic of China. This
document constitutes my recommendation to

continue in effect this waiver for a further 12-
month period and includes my reasons for deter-
mining that continuation of the waiver currently
in effect for the People’s Republic of China
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