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them. There is a reason that we have an Endan-
gered Species Act. We brought the eagle back,
we're bringing the grizzly bear back, and if we
can preserve diversity, it will be good for the
environment. But we've got to do it with com-
mon sense, and we can do that.

Native American Issues

Q. I want to know if you'd fully fund the
tribally controlled community colleges?

The President. Well, we've got some—you
know, we did some things for the tribal commu-
nity colleges that had not done before and made
them eligible for certain streams of Federal
money. I can’t promise to fully fund anything
in this budgetary environment; I wish I could,
but I can’t.

Q. Dave Henry, a Federal whistle-blower of
the Bureau of Indian Affairs, formerly. The In-
dian trust accounts are short between $1 billion
and $2 billion—that’s with a “b,” not an “m”—
billion dollars Federal—Indian personal money
gone. Could you please ask the Bureau of Indian
Affairs to reform the system accounting for In-
dian trust funds?

The President. 1 will look into that. That’s
the second question I don’t know the answer
to tonight, but I'll look into it.

Any real quick yes or no’s?

Campaign Finance Reform

Q. Will you support any change in procedures
which would eliminate the soft money in polit-
ical campaigns which is allowing wealthy individ-
uals in corporations to give very large amounts
to the political campaigns?

The President. Yes, 1 will. T think that the
Democratic majority in Congress last time made
a mistake not to pass campaign finance reform.
I think the lobby reform bill ought to pass as
well, which would ban the giving of gifts and

require disclosure of lobbying activities. Those
two things would do a lot to straighten up poli-
tics in Washington. Yes, I will—both of them,
strongly.

Mr. Koernig. Mr. President, this is absolutely
the last question.

The President. Okay.

The Environment

Q. Can we do anything to save the endan-
gered species that are out there that people
are killing and that we can try to set laws so
they will be free to roam and so their population
can grow?

The President. That's what the Endangered
Species Act is supposed to do. And the people
who don’t like it believe that we try to save
endangered species that aren’t important and
hurt people a lot economically. And here’s what
we've got to do. What we've got to do is to
find a way to make sure that we don’t hurt
people so much economically but we do save
the species. And in a way, theyre all important
because it's the whole web of our country, all
the biological species, that give us what we know
of as Montana or my home State. So I'm going
to do what I can to save the Endangered Spe-
cies Act and to implement it in a way that
makes good sense, so all the people who don’t
like it will dislike it less and we’ll save the spe-
cies.

Mr. Koernig. Mr. President, thank you again.
That was a terrific encore.

The President. Thank you.

Mr. Koernig. Thank you folks, and good night.

The President. They were good, weren't they?
Thank you.

NoOTE: The town meeting began at 7 p.m. in the
KTVQ television studio.

Remarks on the Downing of a United States Aircraft in Bosnia
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Good afternoon. I am very concerned about
the loss of our F-16 over Bosnia and the fate
of the American pilot, and we are following that
situation closely.

I have spoken today with President Chirac
about the situation in Bosnia and about the

meetings that Secretary Perry and General
Shalikashvili will be attending. I've spoken with
Secretary Perry and will meet with him and
General Shali later today. We've also been in
touch with the NATO commanders and with
other governments.
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I want to reiterate and make absolutely clear
that our policy on Bosnia remains firm. For
reasons that I think are obvious, I will have
no further comments on this situation today.

Thank you very much.

NotE: The President spoke at 2:20 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Capt. Scott F. O’Grady, USAF, and
President Jacques Chirac of the European Coun-
cil.
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The President. Thank you very much. Ladies
and gentlemen, I'm sorry that other events dic-
tated that we started a little late today, but
I want to welcome all of you to the White
House and all the people who have come from
California and Connecticut: Senator Lieberman,
Congresswoman ~ Kennelly,  Congresswoman
DeLauro, Congressman Gejdenson; and from
California, the president of—the chancellor of
UCLA, Chancellor Young; and the officers of
UConn, the chairman of the board, Lew Rome,
and the president, Harry Hartley. I am delighted
to welcome all of you back to the White House
who have been here before and those who are
coming for the first time, to welcome you here.

You know, we ought to get something obvious
out of the way. These championships were hard
on the Vice President and me. I mean, we just
have to hope our ticket does a little better in
'96. [Laughter]

But some of you know, I am a near-fanatic
basketball fan, and I think that any serious stu-
dent of basketball would have to say that this
year in the championship, not only the teams
with the best records but the best teams in
the United States won the championships and
deserve—/[inaudible].

I remember vividly when Tyus Edney came
out of the final game with his wrist injury, and
all the people were saying, “Well, this may be
the undoing of UCLA.” And I was sitting there
looking at the team and I said, “I don’t think
s0.” [Laughter] 1 remember people—the discus-
sions that I've heard, year-in and year-out, about
how you have to have 10 players to win the
final. And in the final, when you see the really
great players with their adrenalin pumping, I
don’t think so.

And so, I want to congratulate again Coach
Harrick and the Bruins on reviving UCLA’s
magnificent tradition, winning their 11th na-

802

tional title, and I think that they've got a great
future. I also want to congratulate Ed O’Bannon
on being selected the most outstanding player
of the tournament and the NCAA player of the
year for his fantastic season.

I do want to say one thing. I had the privilege
of coming to UCLA and giving the commence-
ment address and being with Chancellor Young
a couple of years ago. I have to chide you on
one thing: I've been very proud of the very
outspoken and courageous stance you've taken
in favor of continuing affirmative action pro-
grams, so we can—|applause]—but if you had
really believed in spreading opportunity around,
you would not have permitted both the
O’Bannon brothers to be on your team. [Laugh-
ter] Nonetheless, I forgive you for that minor
lapse. [Laughter]

I also want to say a special word of apprecia-
tion to Coach Geno Auriemma and the Con-
necticut Huskies for establishing the most out-
standing winning record in the history of college
basketball, men or women’s basketball. T want
to congratulate Rebecca Lobo, who couldn’t be
here today. We're all sorry about that. But she’s
representing the U.S. national team in games
in Europe. She once wrote to the president
of the Celtics, saying that she’d be the first
woman to play for their team. All I can say
is that may or may not happen. But the Con-
necticut Huskies did more to make the rest of
America appreciate women’s basketball than any
team has ever done. And they made millions
of fans that will help other university teams all
across this country for years and years and years
in the future, and we thank you for that.

So let me say I'm glad youre here. I also
want to say to the coach, this team came to
the White House once before, and somebody
messed it up, and they didn’t get in, even the
back door. Today they came in the front door
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